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boys don 't cry 

aware, then we're probably not doing something right." 
Swank's career has been set on fire by Boys Don't 

Cry. The blaze of critical acclaim began in the fall , con­
tinued through a near-sweep of year-end critics' prizes, 
and culminated in a Golden Globe win; now she's the 
front-runner for the Best Actress Academy Award. But 
it's the attention Swank has received from ordinary peo­
ple that means the most to her. 

'This movie spoke 
to [transgendered 

youth] in a way that a 
movie hadn't yet. 

They finally fOlllld 
someone they could 

relate to, and that 
feels so good To 

think we as a society 
treat them differently 
or not as equals is one 

of the most tenible 
things about the 

human experience." 

"When people stop me, they touch me on the shoulder, 
they come up really close to me and look into my eyes 
very intimately, and they feel like they know me," says 
the 25-year-old, sitting in her New York City apartment 
snuggling with her pet bunny, cat, and dog as her parrot 
looks on. "They want to go into a deeper place and say, 
'This movie moved me because of this or that' or 'I have 
someone in my family who has the same situation' or 
'You know what, I'm not gay and I'm not transgendered, 
but I can totally relate to Brandon.' So I stand there and I 
have a conversation with someone I don't know for half 
an hour because we both shared the same experience. n 

Swank also found a way to share experiences with 
young people facing some of what Brandon went through. 
When a representative of New York's Hetrick-Martin Insti­
tute called and explained the organization's programs­
such as the Harvey Milk School for gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
and transgendered students, and outreach to other service 
organizations to educate them about GLBT youth-Swank 
quickly agreed to pay her own way to New York and 
emcee the institute's annual awards dinner. 

Naturally, she couldn't head to Los Angeles the next 
day without meeting the youths. "They loved her," says 
Vema Eggleston, the executive director of Hetrick-Mar­
tin, which is celebrating its 20th year. Eggleston vividly 
remembers Swank's being moved by the story of one stu­
dent having a gender-identity crisis: Biologically a girl, 
she was dressed and treated as a boy by parents for rea­
sons she never understood. In the boys' locker room, 
other students even grabbed her and held a knife to her, 
demanding to see her genitals-the same way Brandon 
was attacked. Swank was so touched by talking to all the 
youths that she changed her flight to stay longer. 

"This movie spoke to them in a way that a movie hadn't 
yet. They finally found someone they could relate to, and 
that feels so good," Swank says. "To think we as a soci­
ety ... " She struggles to convey how strongly she feels. "To 
treat [such young people) differently or not as equals is one 
of the most terrible things about the human experience." 

Wanting to do more, Swank returned to Hetrick-Mar­
tin, this time with MTV in tow, to let the rest of the coun­
try in on the work that the institute does. "They are so 
fantastic, such amazing kids," she says. "Just to see them 
and meet them and to see them growing and finding 
themselves. It's hard enough to go through life as a 
straight kid. I remember being a teenager, and they were 
such hard years. To think of all the torment I got for not 
wearing the right pants or whatever. Then to imagine 
what they go through-it's so unfair." 

It's all been an important lesson in hun1an differences, 
Swank notes. "If we were all the same, dressing the 
same, looking the same, thinking the same, the same reli­
gion, the same race-I know exactly what would happen: 
It would be so boring, so dull, it would be so bland we'd 
just pray for diversity." • 

Giltz also contributes to Entertainment Weekly. 

JaJ For more about New York's Hetrick·Martin Institute, Hilary Swank. and £/()ys Don't Cry, 
- U go to www.adyocate.com 
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