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ilotiust kid stuff
Robefi Sabuda and James Howe,two successful creators of children's books, talk about coming out
in their corner of the publishing world Ey Michaet Giltz

hildrerr's books have always
benefited from the talent of
queer authors and i l lustra-
tors-on the QT, that is. But a
new generation of artists no

longer feel the need to be discreet.
They're breaking free of the old re-
stdctiore and creating work that accu-
ratcly reflects thefu lives

Take .Iames Iiowe, 55-J.ear-old au-
thor r.rf the beloved llunnicula series-
which has eight mi l l ion copies in
pdnt-and a major figure iI the chil-
fuen's book industry for rnore Urar 20
years Ile's coming out as a gay man
with tfie publication of liis new book,
'lhe Mi.sJits (Atl\eneum, $16).

Robert Sabud4 on the other hand,

was never "in." Creator of
numerous witty best-sell-
ers-among them ?lre
WoncIaJuI Wizard, of Oz
(Little Simon, $24.95),
one of the most com-
plex and comrnercially
mccessfi.rl pop-up books in years-

the prolif ic 36-year-old Sabuda has
been open from the sta.rt of his cueer.
IIe even includes the fact in his press
biography, sent oul, to reviewers, re-
porteF, and librarians.

FIas this candor cost hinr? Far from
iL Sabuda's newcst, projecE a series of
Young Natural,kt Pop-Up Hazd,book
(Hyperion, $19 99 each), is a collabora-
t ion wi th his 3o-year-old partner,

}|0flesty is their p0licy: By being 0ut in their careers, Sabuda
(left) and l|0we have c0ntributed t0 an atm0sphere 0f 0reater

0penness in lhe children's and young adull b00k industries.

Matthew Reinhart  (creator of  the
adult-oriented and hilarious Pop- Up

Book oJ Phobi,as ,and, Po|:-Up Book oJ
N'i.flrUnares).

Sabuda thinks there's one ob-
vious rereon tlrat his career conr-

fort level keeps improving "Chil-
dren's publishing is populated by

97% women," he of-
fers, "and they have a
very d.iffer€nt peEpec-
tive on things, I feel,
than men do.'

This yeal it rvas the
much admired Jarnes
Howe who gave the old
ways a thorough shak-
ing up His coming out
was a bombshell in the

llowe's nost lhrnous llook, though,

is Brutnicula, about a bunny rabbit

who may be a vampire, written with

his fi ls[ wife w]ri le she was dying of

cancer He marricd again, but after

nrmy years he and his wife separated

He has a daughter aud is iu a conmit-

l:ed relationship u'ith a 39-year-old

larycr, Mark Davis

In the process, he's Publ ished a

young adult novel, The .ll4i.qrils, which

I'eatures four middle-school kids, in-

cluding Joe, a gay boY who ProudlY
embraces lis fashion serse ard flam-

boyant persona. The book, it seems,

has burnished I Iowe's reputat ion

brighber tlran ever
'James Howe is a god, do You hear

nre? A gocl in children's publishing,"

gushes Sabuda. "EverYone knows

Bun.tti,cu)a Everyone larows his worl<

Ile's well-loved, well-appreciated, ard

well-read. I-le's legendary, so for him

to corne out is a big deal."

It's also meant a great deal artisti-

cally to Ilowe, who, since comhg out

privately to ftiends md his publishers,

hm done some of his most, challenging

and best-reviewed work,  including

I997's I'\rc watch.e\ a complex, SriP-
pingly plot ted young adul t  novel

u'hose central characters include an

adolescent boy who maY be gaY.

"Being in t}e closet for a Iong time,"

says Howe, "I always had a llild tine

coming out and saying directly what I

wmted ard needed to say. 'I'ln Miqfits

is my first opportunitv to do that-to

nolj just deal with a boy who's different

md kind of hedge tlle issue, but come

right oul, urd say, "This kid is gay,'and

get a rnessage across thai; illis is OK."

To Sabuda, it 's no surprise that

coming out would help I{owe creative-

ly. "I have to be this way in my life in

order for me to make good work," he

says Librariats iutd teachers don't al-

ways comnent to Sabuda about his

being gay, but he loo$'s it's less of m

issue now than ever before.

"I don't lmow whether [heY close

their eyes or whether they just don't

care," Sabuda says. "It's like going to

Broadway You're not going to say,

'Oh, this show was fanrastic, but I

haie it became it wlB put together by

all tilcse gay people "' I

e/'4 Find mre0n Robed Sabudalanes llowe. andlnks l0
{J relaled Inlemel silesal !@ddl!0d!.Qqr

industry. Tl'ue, his past
work has offered clues

for the analyt icai ly mindecl .  He's
penned rnore than 70 titles, including
the Pinky and Rex series (Pinky is a
boy rvho loves stuffed animals and
the color pink) and the Sebast ian
Barth mysteries, which feature a girl
who wants to play on the school foot-
bal l  team. ("She has possibi l i t ies,"
laughs Howe.)
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