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Ladyhawke fuses magic, romance and ad-
venture and stars Rutger Hauer, Matthew
Broderick (top) and Michelle Pfeiffer (inset).

BY MICHAEL GILTZ

Ladyhawke

Old-fashioned is » term used quite Freely
these days. However, most movies billed as
such tend to accommodate modern tastes for
fear of losing the 13 to 18-year-old crowd. As
my mother pointed out when | took her to see
the rather explicit An Officer and @ Gen-

Hleman, old-fashioned movies stop the love
scenes long before the ubiquitous cigarette

Well, Ladyhawke is the genuine article and it
will be a shame if it gets overlooked, for it s an
endearing and mature romance,

It stars with Matthew Broderick
{Wargames] as Felippe the Mouse, a wily
pickpocket who begins the film by becoming
the first manto escape from the dungeonsol the
bishop. He is trapped at an inn by the bishop's

guards and about to be ddiced in half when a

dashing stranger comes to his rescue.

As played by Rutger Huuer, Navare is the
classic leading man: he ks handsome, steely
1.'}11! and hax courage to spare. Lodyhawke is
his story. Slowly, we learn Navare's tragic tale:
he 5 in love with the beautiful Isabeau
(Michelle Pfeiffer of Into the Night and
Scarface),who returns his affections and whose
graces are sought by the vengelul bishop. He
casts a terrible spell on the two that leaves
them “always together, eternally apart.”

Navare vows o take revenge and ealists
Felippe's ald in smuggling himself and Isabeau
into the city from which they fled. Their
adventures team them with a priest who
betraved the two lovers and who now hopes to
make amends by helping them to break the
curse,

Thiz movie's only fault is & certain lack of
tension during the first hour, Director Richard
[]ﬂllrl.f'f r.'-'nprrruan.l Ilnnd]n 1I’I{' BETrOn SOETH
well, but seems more comfortable with the
quiet and tender moments,

Ultimately, Ladyhawke succosds becanse of
the fine performances by the leading charae-
ters, Haver i quite believable as the reserved
bul passionate knight, and Pleiffer gives
substance to lsabesu, the object of his al-
fections

But it’s Broderick who carries the film with
his understated portrayval of the wise-cracking
Felippe. With his wonderfully comic lines,
including a running commentary with God,
Broderick keeps the fantasy elements firmly
rooted in reality,

Through Felippe's eyes, we see the beauty of
Isabeau, we admire the courage of Navare and
we empathize with the tragic plight of the
doomed lovers

Stop Making Sense

As a rule, concert [ilms are incredibly
boring, even If one happens to be a fan of the
performer. Most tend to employ boring
backstage chitchat and a dull, unimaginative
style of quick-cut editing that usually leaves
one with & case of visual whiplash

Two notable exceptions are Purple Raoin

David Byrne and the Talking
Heads smoke up the screen in the
much touted Stop Making Sense. ‘

{which cheated by framing the music with a
storyline) and The Band's The Last Walis,
{which benefited from several superstar guest
appearances by the likes of Eric Clapton and
Bab Dvlan)

Now, there is & third exception: the Talking
Heads' film, Stop Making Semse, Is the new
high standard by which all future concert
movies will be judged.

For vears, eritics and loyal fans have been
touting the Talking Heads as one of the best
live bands in the couniry and now they have
the evidence to prove it. However, Siop
Making Sense is much more than a great
concert. [t's also a great movie.

The opening shot is of David Byrne as he
ambles onto the stage carrying mn acoustic
guitar and a boom box, After a perfunctory
remark, he launches into the chilling “Psycho
Killer,” accompanied only by a taped rhythm|
track and his plaving. -
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