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Two shows opened recently -- Septimus & Clarissa, an
SHARE THIS STORY . o .
adaptation of Virginia Woolf's classic novel Mrs.
Dalloway; and Crane Story, a modern spin on the PHOTO GALLERIES
classic folk tale. Both shows are made with care by
8 8 1 0 committed artists and involve a strong emphasis on

movement and dance. Crane is far less successful than
Septimus -- one of the best shows of the season, I'm sure
-- but it's always nice to see boldness.

Get Entertainment Alerts

. SEPTIMUS & CLARISSA *** 1/2 out of **+* Funny Turkey Day Parade
Sign Up Thanksgiving
BARUCH PERFORMING ARTS CENTER Quotes

Submit thi L . .
ubmit this story This is the best adaptation of Virginia Woolf that I've

ever seen on stage or screen (including the movie
Orlando, which is brainy fun but not emotional like this show). I love Woolf and especially her two
brilliant masterpieces -- To The Lighthouse and Mrs. Dalloway. Both are modernist classics, though to
my modern mind the stream of consciousness seemed perfectly natural, rather than "difficult" or strange Michele'sMakeup Obama Girls Are
as they might have seemed at one time. Mistakes Grown Up!

You know you're in good hands right from the start: actress and playwright Ellen McLaughlin (the angel

in Angels In America) is perched on the top of a giant black metal staircase on wheels and the other

actors move it around and around in circles across the stage with a spotlight highlighting McLaughlin. It's

a bold, visually dazzling image that takes your breath away. FOLLOW US

The wonderfully inventive staging by director Rachel Dickstein (who developed the show with
McLaughlin and choreographed it with the ensemble) never flags. The story is a simple one: Mrs.
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Dalloway is throwing a party and her errands allow her to reflect on a tepid but pleasant marriage, the
infuriating man she might have married, that one passionate kiss with a woman, the aftermath of World
War | (it's the early 1920s) and a million other thoughts flitting through the mind of this smart woman of
leisure. At the same time, we see the dissolution of shell-shocked war veteran Septimus, whose Italian
bride frantically tries to rescue him from a descent into madness.

The paths of Septimus and Clarissa cross repeatedly during the day in unexpected ways, without the two
ever actually meeting. This is neatly established by having Septimus (a good Tommy Schrider) walking
quickly through a series of doorframes held by other actors and then watching Clarissa step more slowly
through those same door frames which are now more widely spaced apart. In one tight sequence we
understand that they cross similar paths but never quite intersect. Other nice touches involve tiny houses
about three feet tall that move around on wheels; moving them around the stage gives the idea of activity
on the streets of the city or of interior scenes with ease.

The novel's quicksilver brilliance is captured brilliantly by the cast. The group often moves in unison,
sometimes passing along descriptive passages of the book from person to person. Other times the main
characters -- notably Clarissa and her one-time suitor Peter Walsh (Tom Nelis) -- are played by other
actors in flashbacks. When those performers speak part of a character's inner thoughts, it creates a
wonderful tension and immediacy. Almost everyone plays multiple roles, with Susan Pellegrino and Tom
Nelis doing especially marvelous work in creating numerous distinctive characters. But the entire
ensemble is strong.

Whether they're all staring up at a plane indulging in the new practice of skywriting or creating a swirl of
activity at Mrs. Dalloway's party, the precision and cohesiveness of the group is thrilling. The sound
design by Jane Shaw does a great job of using period music to create a mood in concert with the
evocative, haunting score by Gina Leishman. The lighting by Keith Parham echoes shifts in time and
place with ease, the costumes by Oana Botez-Ban quietly effective (as costumes should be) and the set
and property design by Susan Zeeman Rogers spare and smart.

But above all there's McLaughlin as Dalloway. She commands the stage from beginning to end and her
script is a marvel. Unquestionably there's some internal logic as to when individuals speak certain
passages and others are repeated by the cast as a whole -- it would be a pleasure to dissect the play and
see how she did it, how she maintained our patience and absorption during this risk-taking, wholly
successful endeavor. Though the title makes clear Septimus will be given his due here more than in the
book, a smidgen less of his story would make it more effective. And having seen the show early in the run,
it's certain the cast will become only more confident and focused and united as the show continues.

Normally, the smaller the space to see a show in, the happier an audience will be. But this is such a big
work in scope and imagination, it might benefit from an even larger space. They've certainly got the play
and the talent to fill any theater up. Septimus & Clarissa is a treat for fans of Woolf, will send the
uninitiated to the pleasures of that novel and is certain to be on my list of the best shows in this very
young season.

CRANE STORY ** out of ****

MOST POPULAR ON HUFFPOST lof2

Fox News Viewers Know Less
Than People Who Watch No
News: Study

Like - 310K

Charlie Angus What if They
Declared an Emergency and
No One Came?

Like < 41K

Loyal Dog Refuses To Leave
Owner's Grave, Goes Week
Without Food

Like - 39K

Kris Humphries: Husband
From Hell?

Recommend 739

Kirstie Alley Looking Good
Like 182

Bourbon Distillery To Obama:
'Give Us The Bird'

Like - 156

Jenny From The Block's Fiat
Commercial A Sham

Like - 3K

Justin Takes Paternity Test,
Then Serenades Selena
Recommend 597

Jack Wagner Confronted By
Long Lost Daughter
Like 179

DON'T MISS HUFFPOST BLOGGERS 1of5

ﬂ

[olEgiwood
== &

£

Dr. Peggy Drexler
We Can Be Thankful for Each
Other

Dylan Ratigan
This Thanksgiving, Occupy
Yourself

X

'G.l. Joe' Sequel Crew
Member Dies On Set

Jennifer Lopez's Love
For Bodysuits (Photos)

Cameron Crowe
Reveals How He
Seduced Matt Damon
For 'We Bought A Zoo";


http://playwrightsrealm.org/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/21/fox-news-viewers-less-informed-people-fairleigh-dickinson_n_1106305.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/21/fox-news-viewers-less-informed-people-fairleigh-dickinson_n_1106305.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/21/fox-news-viewers-less-informed-people-fairleigh-dickinson_n_1106305.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/21/fox-news-viewers-less-informed-people-fairleigh-dickinson_n_1106305.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/charlie-angus/attawapiskat-emergency_b_1104370.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/charlie-angus/attawapiskat-emergency_b_1104370.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/charlie-angus/attawapiskat-emergency_b_1104370.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/charlie-angus/attawapiskat-emergency_b_1104370.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/charlie-angus/attawapiskat-emergency_b_1104370.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/loyal-dog-refuses-leave_n_1107561.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/loyal-dog-refuses-leave_n_1107561.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/loyal-dog-refuses-leave_n_1107561.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/loyal-dog-refuses-leave_n_1107561.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/kris-humphries-husband-from-hell_n_1108018.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/kris-humphries-husband-from-hell_n_1108018.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/kris-humphries-husband-from-hell_n_1108018.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/kirstie-alley-looking-good-weight-loss-photos-dwts_n_1109956.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/kirstie-alley-looking-good-weight-loss-photos-dwts_n_1109956.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.aol.com/2011/11/22/wild-turkey-bourbon-pardon_n_1110149.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.aol.com/2011/11/22/wild-turkey-bourbon-pardon_n_1110149.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.aol.com/2011/11/22/wild-turkey-bourbon-pardon_n_1110149.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/jennifer-lopez-fiat-commercial-sham-fake-bronx-filmed-in-los-angeles_n_1108182.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/jennifer-lopez-fiat-commercial-sham-fake-bronx-filmed-in-los-angeles_n_1108182.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/jennifer-lopez-fiat-commercial-sham-fake-bronx-filmed-in-los-angeles_n_1108182.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/21/justin-bieber-serenades-selena-gomez-rehearsal-american-music-awards_n_1105159.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/21/justin-bieber-serenades-selena-gomez-rehearsal-american-music-awards_n_1105159.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/21/justin-bieber-serenades-selena-gomez-rehearsal-american-music-awards_n_1105159.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/jack-wagner-long-lost-daughter-carrie_n_1110286.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/jack-wagner-long-lost-daughter-carrie_n_1110286.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/jack-wagner-long-lost-daughter-carrie_n_1110286.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/peggy-drexler/we-can-be-thankful-for-ea_b_1108580.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/peggy-drexler/we-can-be-thankful-for-ea_b_1108580.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/peggy-drexler/we-can-be-thankful-for-ea_b_1108580.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dylan-ratigan/this-thanksgiving-occupy-_b_1110246.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dylan-ratigan/this-thanksgiving-occupy-_b_1110246.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dylan-ratigan/this-thanksgiving-occupy-_b_1110246.html
http://hollywoodreporter.com/news/gi-joe-crew-member-death-265400
http://hollywoodreporter.com/fash-track/jennifer-lopez-love-bodysuits-photos-amas-264437
http://hollywoodreporter.com/news/we-bought-a-zoo-matt-damon-cameron-crowe-264435
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/
http://hollywoodreporter.com/news/gi-joe-crew-member-death-265400
http://hollywoodreporter.com/news/gi-joe-crew-member-death-265400
http://hollywoodreporter.com/fash-track/jennifer-lopez-love-bodysuits-photos-amas-264437
http://hollywoodreporter.com/fash-track/jennifer-lopez-love-bodysuits-photos-amas-264437
http://hollywoodreporter.com/news/we-bought-a-zoo-matt-damon-cameron-crowe-264435
http://hollywoodreporter.com/news/we-bought-a-zoo-matt-damon-cameron-crowe-264435
http://hollywoodreporter.com/news/we-bought-a-zoo-matt-damon-cameron-crowe-264435
http://hollywoodreporter.com/news/we-bought-a-zoo-matt-damon-cameron-crowe-264435

CHERRY LANE THEATRE

This is a no less bold theatrical gamble. It doesn't pay off like Septimus & Clarissa, but talent is clearly
on display here as well. The performance piece combines the classic folk tale of a fisherman who falls in
love with a crane (unbeknownst to him) with the modern story of a 17 year old Japanese-American boy
who commits suicide while visiting Japan. His ghost haunts the street musician who last saw the kid
alive until the boy's sister comes from America and dives into the underworld to try and let her brother
rest in peace.

The central problem is that this is the story of a teenager who kills himself and ultimately we have no idea
why. Shows don't need to "explain” or justify a suicide. It could remain a mystery. But Crane Story teases
out so many confusing, vague possibilities that in the end you just feel frustrated and cheated. Was
Junpei gay and humiliated when he hit on a straight friend? Was he straight and freaked out when hit on
by a gay friend? Was he a woman trapped in a man's body? Was he just a gay kid who liked to dress as a
girl? Was he a manic depressive? All these ideas are raised -- rather confusingly -- and then dropped
with the final vague idea that Junpei worried his sadness might infect others. (Was he ill? Another
possibility.) Junpei could remain mysteriously unknowable but the script by Jen Silverman just leaves
him a vauge, unsatisfying cipher. That's the dramatic hole at the heart of this show, which often looks
quite impressive on a technical level.

Surrounding it are some fine performances and inventive puppetry. Angela Lin gets better as the show
goes on in her role as the crusading sister. Louis Ozawa Changchien is solid as Ishida, the friend who
treats her gruffly and had an altercation with Junpei before the boy killed himself. The fisherman in the
folk tale and Skell, the "Librarian™ of the underworld are wonderfully created by the team at Puppet
Kitchen. Anyone who loves puppetry will enjoy their work here. However, Susan Hyon as the voice of
Skell is noticeably weak in defining that imposing creature. Barret O'Brien has an even worse time as
Theo, the very poorly written character of the street musician. He has to thrash about for creative
inspiration in a scene where Theo is supposed to be writing a song and has an especially meaningless
ritual cleansing at the end that is unearned and makes little sense. Christine Toy Johnson is a strong
presence as the narrator/Crane. By far the best work is done by Jake Manabat, who almost helps us make
sense of the inexplicable Junpei. He's a handsome winning figure as a young mana and very pretty as a
girl in his scenes with Theo. It's no surprise to see he's already acted in a production of M. Butterfly.

The direction by Katherine Kovner is good, aided immeasurably by the clean, effective sets of Michael
Locher, the score of composer/sound designer Nathan A. Roberts and the movement design of Miki
Orihara and Masumi Kishimoto. They all give Crane Story far more weight and seriousness than this
mishmash of folk tale and teen suicide ultimately deserves.

The Theater Season 2011-2012 (on a four star scale)

All's Well That Ends Well/Shakespeare in the Park **
Broadway By The Year: 1997 ** 1/2
Crane Story **
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Cymbeline at Barrow Street Theatre ***
Follies *** 1/2

Hair ***

Hero: The Musical * 1/2

Master Class w Tyne Daly ** 1/2
Measure For Measure/Shakespeare in the Park ***
Olive and The Bitter Herbs ** 1/2

One Arm ***

The Select (The Sun Also Rises) ** 1/2
Septimus & Clarissa *** 1/2

Silence! The Musical * 1/2

Spiderman: Turn Off The Dark * 1/2
Sweet and Sad **

Unnatural Acts ***

Zarkana **

FRINGEFEST NYC 2011

Araby *

The Bardy Bunch **

Books On Tape ** 1/2

Civilian **

Hard Travelin' With Woody ***

Leonard Cohen Koans *** 1/2

The Mountain Song *** 1/2

Paper Cuts ***

Parker & Dizzy's Fabulous Journey To The End Of The Rainbow ** 1/2
Rachel Calof ** 1/2

Romeo & Juliet: Choose Your Own Ending **
2Burn*1/2

Walls and Bridges **

What The Sparrow Said ** 1/2

Yeast Nation ***

Thanks for reading. Michael Giltz is the cohost of Showbiz Sandbox, a weekly pop culture podcast that
reveals the industry take on entertainment news of the day and features top journalists and opinion
makers as guests. It's available for free on iTunes. Visit Michael Giltz at his website and his daily blog.
Download his podcast of celebrity interviews and his radio show, also called Popsurfing and also

available for free on iTunes. Link to him on Netflix and gain access to thousands of ratings and reviews.

Note: Michael Giltz was provided with free tickets to these show with the understanding that he would
be writing a review.

Follow Michael Giltz on Twitter: www.twitter.com/michaelgiltz

Sponsored Links

57-Year-Old Mom Looks 25

Her clever $6 Wrinkle Therapy Angers Botox Doctors.
www.iconsumerknowledge.com

New Trick in TENNESSEE

If you drive 25 mi/day or less you better read this...
Insurance.Comparisons.org

Travel Guard®© Insurance

20+ Years of Travel Experience! Coverage Starting at $30.
www.TravelGuard.com

"African Fruit Burns Fat"

How This Strange 62-Cent African Fruit Is Making Americans Skinny
HealthScienceMag.com/AfricanMango

Buy a link here

More in Entertainment...

The Roots Greet Michele
Bachman With 'Lyin' Ass
Bitch'

Like 4K

HOT ON TWITTER lof 2

g theellenshow

!b_ I'm so thankful for @MarloThomas

) and Jennifer Aniston and the

incredible work they do for children.

You can help them. http://t.co/8e6dE
Retweet

micaelsilva

Fox News Viewers Know Less Than

People Who Don't Watch Any

News: Study http://t.co/QL8AVmM9x
Retweet

Sponsored Links

57-Year-Old Mom Looks 25

Her clever $6 Wrinkle Therapy Angers Botox Doctors.
www.iconsumerknowledge.com

New Trick in TENNESSEE

If you drive 25 mi/day or less you better read this...
Insurance.Comparisons.org

Travel Guard®© Insurance

20+ Years of Travel Experience! Coverage Starting at
$30.

www.TravelGuard.com

Buy a link here

HUFFPOST'S BIG NEWS PAGES

Unions scotland Europe

MORE BIG NEWS PAGES »


http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-cymbeline-satisfi_b_956748.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-cymbeline-satisfi_b_956748.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-follies-grand-and_b_965166.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-hair-back-on-broa_b_898732.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/hero-plus-fringefest-3-mu_b_952680.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-tyne-daly-deliver_b_893405.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-shakespeare-in-th_b_888823.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-olive-and-the-bit_b_931658.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-ers-tackles-hemin_b_959156.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-hair-back-on-broa_b_898732.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-spiderman-turn-of_b_880794.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-ers-tackles-hemin_b_959156.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-harvards-secret-g_b_883675.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-cirque-du-soleils_b_888054.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/hero-plus-fringefest-3-mu_b_952680.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/fringe-festival-ny_b_933619.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/fringefest-nyc-woody-guthrie-lennon_b_930872.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/fringefest-nyc-woody-guthrie-lennon_b_930872.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/fringe-festival-ny_b_933619.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/fringe-festival-ny_b_933619.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/hero-plus-fringefest-3-mu_b_952680.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/fringe-festival-ny_b_933619.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/fringe-festival-ny_b_933619.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/fringefest-nyc-woody-guthrie-lennon_b_930872.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/fringefest-nyc-woody-guthrie-lennon_b_930872.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/fringe-festival-ny_b_933619.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/hero-plus-fringefest-3-mu_b_952680.html
http://www.showbizsandbox.com/
http://bit.ly/9W2NN
http://michaelgiltz.com/
http://bit.ly/9p8aXv
http://bit.ly/2f0clv
http://www.netflix.com/Reviews?prid=382579288&lnkce=mdp-profile&trkid=1468747
http://www.twitter.com/michaelgiltz
http://aolhuffingtonpost.sl.advertising.com/admin/advertisers/indexPl.jsp
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/
http://topsy.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/big-news/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/holidays
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/holidays
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/uk-weird-news
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/uk-weird-news
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/uk-business
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/uk-business
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/banks
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/banks
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/ukfilm
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/ukfilm
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/brad-pitt
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/brad-pitt
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/uk-unions
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/uk-unions
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/scotland
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/scotland
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/europe
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/europe
http://aolhuffingtonpost.sl.advertising.com/admin/advertisers/indexPl.jsp
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/big-news/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/roots-welcome-bachmann-wi_n_1107751.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/roots-welcome-bachmann-wi_n_1107751.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/roots-welcome-bachmann-wi_n_1107751.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/roots-welcome-bachmann-wi_n_1107751.html
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://twitter.com/theellenshow
http://twitter.com/theellenshow/status/139486166209662976
http://twitter.com/MarloThomas
http://t.co/8e6dE
http://twitter.com/micaelsilva
http://twitter.com/micaelsilva/status/139301344350707712
http://t.co/QL8AVm9x
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Larry David HSN: Singer Mocks Member Died In Murder Suspect On
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