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By MICHAEL GILTZ

HE new Supreme Court droma “First

Monday™ previews on CHS on Janw

ary 15 and then moves (o lis regular
timesiot of Fridays at 9 — a timeslot the
show's ereatar Daaald P, Bellisario bath
lowes and hates.

Make that hates.

=1 hate itl” laughs Bellisario, an the
phone from LA, where's he's still editing
the pilot after some reshaots and then
plunging into episode nine of a B-cpisode
order, *I hate it! I'd rather be on Sunday at
B or Monday at 10 or Tuesday at %, But
hey, Brandon Tartikaff started me ofl on
‘Quantum Leap® on Friday nighrat 9.1
told him i wouldn't seark there and it
didat and when he moved me, ‘Quantam
Leap' got scen, worked and went on for
five years.

“Le4 Mooaves took TAG* CRS] and
they put it on Friday at [when it switched
from NBC to 9 and when it moved to
Tuesday night it ook off. 1 don't know;
mavbe it's a d Iuck clearm for me.
Start on Friday at 0 and then move.”

Bellisarie is riding high with “JAG," a
quiet suceess story for CBS that was
lodged i the Togp 20 but has enjoyed its
bipgest ratings yet thanks to the military
drama's rock solid entertalnment value
and obvious patriotic appeal pose 9711

Besides, “First Monday® is loaded with
stars like James Gamer (who plays the
crusty chief justice), Charles Durning,
and Joe Mantegna, al with six other
justices, a passel of clerks, wives, and
children In other words, it's an expensive
enough investment that Bellisarko is cons
fident CHS will give it 2 shot on a higher
profile nlght if it doesn’t click.

=This show has about 24 regualar and re-
eccurring cast members,” he says. *To
put all that In 44 minutes or less, which is
all you have — boy, 1 miss the full two-
hour pilots, This is the frst one-hour
pilot I've done.”

The timeslot means nothing to Garner,
Famoes for his legendary legal battles to
t his falr share of mﬁis rofm shows
ke “The Rockford Files,” Garner still

takes a blithe disregard for consractual
detalls and timeslot positions,

“1 don't have anything to do with thar.”
says Gammer, Tt wouldn't make any differ-
ence if | offered my opinion. Rockford’
was on Friday nights as 1 recall. So it
can't be too bad a night. But | wouldn'e
know a good night from a bad night on
television”

Garner plays the very conservative
Chief Justiee Brankin, a double pleasure
for Bellizsario because = Maverick™ is his
all-time favorize show.

=Jim Garner is probably the must liberal
man 1 know,” Laughs Bellisario,

Garner, who guates from “The Portable
Curmudgeon” and calls the Supreme
Court election ruling “the biggest thie-
very in history,” readily agrees.

=] sometimes get upset about my chas-
acter,” says Garner, who finds himself ar-
guing positions he would never consider
in real life, *1'm a card-carrving liberal.

[ Bt on the show] Fin generally on the
other side of what 1 reall thinz."

But what Bellisario will strive for isa
real balance on the issues — something

(above
right) and
Jog

Mantegna,

N

he knows wiil make the show that much
more compelling. Each week, Mantegna
— the newest justice and often the swing
vobe — will wrestle with issues like conli-
dentiality for pregnant teenagers and
hear bath sides debated,

Apother quick way to air both views is
the show-within-z-show called *Curve-
ball,” a faux cable isswes show that uses
real people like the Rev, Jerry Falwell and
Johnny Cochran to debate the issuees fac-
ing the fictional court.

Finding the halance has been fun for
him, and that involves matching the cur-
rent Court's makeup but aveiding a one-
on-one link between characters and real-
life figures. On the show, for example, the
black Justice is a liberal in the Marshall
tradition, not a conscrvative a la Clarence
Meomas. More difficult has been finding
the right halance among the stereotypi-
cally lefe script writers of Hollywood.

“1 find mysell getting all my [iberal,
mostly Jewdish writers to rethink the is-
sues,” says Bellisario, who claims he has
yet to rethink a position on a major issue.

His easy humor has seen Bellisario

ll.

theough rough times. The G8-year-old
writer/produecer grew up in a coal mining
town in Pennsylvania, where his dad
owned a .

“Tt was a tavern called Al's Place,’ sa
Bellisario. “It was filled with miners whio
were on their way into the mine and
wold stop by for a shot and some souff
an their way down. God, they used to
drink really bad wine,

“Hui by the end of World War II it was
all over with and my dad was really poor.
There were about 10 bars in town by then
and my dad was a compulsive gambler
and had bost most of his money, The
union wars went on and the mines went
uv.-.:;' and the town died.”

Bellisario eventually broke away and
entered advertising. But he chucked it all
in after significant success to make it ia
the movics. He moved o LA, and turned
to TV because he had no money and
that's where easy money could be found.

“Im two years, [ went [rom writing a
spec SCTipE o creatlng * .
says Bellizario. His hits have been 3'-15:1
successes like "(juantum Leap™ an
=JAG,." shows that were underestimated
by bath their own network and the com-
pﬂh form.

That won't happen with “First Mon-
day.” a high-profile drama and one of the
bi%{m: financial gambles of the spriag.
“This one may be overeatimated,” he
jokes. “If people take time 1o learn the
characters — hecause there are 0 many
of them — they'll fall in love with 1=

But after creating such lasting hits as
“1AG" and “Magnum,” surely the pressure
on Bellisario is purely creative and not
fnancial?

“0ih na, You've never been throagh a
Hollywood divorce,” says Bellisario, who
ks marsied for the third time.

# feel plenty of inancial pressure, Why
da gout hink T'm s1ill doing this at my_ |
ape!
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