


to Wolcott Gibbs' famous 
decimation of Time's Henry 
Luce. 

The collection begins, 
appropriately enough, with 
one of the best pieces by a 
master of the character 
sketch, Joseph Mitchell's 
"Mr. Hunter's Grave." It 
ends with Janet Malcolm's 
look at the artist David 
Salle and offers detours 
along the way to Ernest 
Hemingway, Mikhail 
Baryshnikov and a 
charming imposter - who 
claimed to be a Russian 
prince named Michael 
Alexandrovitch Dmitry 
Obolensky Romanoff. 

Unlike the short stories, 
many of these pieces are 
difficult if not impossible to 
find in other compilations. 
Where else could you read 
Mark Singer's playful look 
at the sleight-of-hand 
master Ricky Jay or Susan 
Orlean's delightful riff on 
the show dog Biff? 

On their own, the stories 
in "Wonderful Town" have 
already stood the test of 
time. "Life Stories" - the 
more necessary of these 
collections - will certainly 
do the same. 
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