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to be hi 

'y MICIlAEL GlLTZ 

i ii , i:, l'lI l1 \' :II Fox N.'wI-I ( 'hu lI ­
IH ·1. "n'll y I'nl'l,Y, sHlu l ­
wir hcd here bl'twcCll cun vcn­
tions," admits Pllli ln 

:1 
1,:I •• nc l's ('o ln 'e nti lll1 cuv('ragc n nd 
,.,:-:1 III' I,hc dai l'y hard II c w:.Jinl c r · 
i ,,\\' :-: h llw "T h e Edge w i t h PauJa 
,a 1111 ," :-hc's becume t hc farc or Fox 
;('ws C ha nnc l. 
And lhnt race is s mil ing a n c !" 

lIt' ir st rullg s howing at last week's 
" nl.wt ioll ill Phi l:ull·lph ia , 

W.· ('ollld .. '! ht· happ ic· ..... IIII' 
t I-yca r-old Zahn, "The He puhlica ll 
II m'e llUulI is the first con vention 
'.' I '\'C' ha c..l a crack a t. covering, The 
It' ! t.hat wc I'csounding ly heat 

.ISN UC :1 nd come d use to ty ing 
' NN in t in ll' is vc ry 
IH'.'l lrag lllg, 

"J" f . " ' I 'I 
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Thnf'c triumphs a rc mure r U II til 
di l'\('u :-\:-\ tlm ll tht, (It ' l' l'll nially thi!"fl­
.. l lIn·d "C UR T h iH Mun, in J{ ,M 

!--I lorc when Fox Ne w!'! Cha nnel dan­
J.:I l'rl i! s ofTI'!" ofvrinlt'l i ll ll' T V :I lld:1 
1'1'1111'11 hI hn ' lIkillJ! II t '\\,I-I , 

wll id. ZIIIII. cu­
hOHh ·d 101" yean" 
with Ha n y S mith , 

"My daughter had 
a very distorted 
. notion of what 

mommy's life was 
like. She told her 
nursery school 
teacher that her 
mother lived in 

a box." 

Zu hu I .. p lt I III' 
inlu cuhlc a lltl 

expreSSl''I 
fif goud. 

l1utul't'd ) g ll'C tl1:1t 
ens's inrus inn (Ir 
cnsh :lIId 
" rnUlI,t i'lIlal s upPfJI1 
h a!'n't he lped the 
s how si m'c IlI'r 
de p:1rlul'c, 

Born in Omaha 
and rnisC'd -in n 
Chi('ago s ubul'h, 
Zahn worked her 
way !ol tcndily 
t hmllgh thc local 
ncws ran ks to snag 
a s pot wit h ABC, 
S he then jUIllI>cd at 
the nn e chnll rc or a 

1111 n lIt'1 work 
lllurnin J; ncws 
s how, only to wurk 
u nde r n pC I"petu:t1 
doud a t CIIS, 

S he a nd S mit h ullilll :lt l'ly ('<",,'cd 
o u t a thinking-pe r!'lIn 's n it-hc , nut it 
was d ear mOl"e t h:m gcs w('rc in 

" I am so pnHHI ur 
Ill \' s ill' 

" 11 : .. ..-" nllt! I 
IHid I h ., "" 11 

o f nil)' {('am in CBS 
m orn ing hi :-:to.-v nnd 

tlur ra tings " 'l're s ignificantl,\'- h igh ­
(' r th :1 11 (,BS' art' tud:ly,M 

S lIl"s e\'en proudC'r or her II l ' W 

hUlll l" S l'O\'t'l'agt' of t ht.' l'W l\'l' nl ill ll o.:, 

d l' '' pil c who t hese 
( '\'I' lIl s h:l\'t, !wen l'f'Ci ll l'f'4'i til g lo ri ­
Ii. ·d 

"TIH' wi ll lllwuy t-l llll: tl i ' t'(lV­
t,.-ing II conn'ntion is n wlls le III' 

time, tha t wh('11 t he party is !-lc l! ­
ing it s wo res, I find t hn t u rgull1t'nt 
very hnrd 

" \Ve had nu idea what Condclcez:1 
Hi l'C' or ('u l ln Po wl' II Wt·l'C' going to 
S:1l', ' ju!'t think you tcJ uld can )' that 
:1 rgu mcnt tu r id il'ulous extre mes, 

"What. yo u dOll" cm't ' I ' thc inau· 
g urati ll ll bc('nu :o:t' yuu kn uw whal's 
going t il hapPl' 1l minutc-hy·minute? 
II 's .. hs lII'd ,-

Z
nhll puilll t.'d ly rt ,rt ' r!-t 10 
thl'ir work as "Ii lir nnd ve ry 

ci ting the ne t · 
w(l rk 's marketing pitdl hut 
a lso a n indicntion s he's 

mn m .' t h:1t some helievt' Fox News 
(,'1I ;III1H '1 It 'a n s 10 the right. (Fox 

News Chan lle l ownf'd hv N('ws 
Cnr pnrnti uTl, 1!1f' owne rs -of Ih i..; 
lU'WI-I I' :tIWI" 

IIlId :l ill l ' 

ply, ''1'111 HIIlIl :-:(:d ('vt' ry tim.: I 111 'U!' 
tha t , I osk pL'fJple who say that. to 
give m c an e xamplt., or whe rc tll('Y 
see somethi ng hi rised on my s how_ 

"No one who h mi c\'('r nwde thal 
cha rge can ever ('OlnC li p wil h :1 

rea l orwhm thcy think 
a bia s to the l'ighl." 

It was n n Zoh n t. reatt'd "(' IT 

serious ly before m a king h('" dl 'l" · 
s ion to join Fux Ne ws C ha nlle l. 

"Clearly when you hear s tories 
likl' t hnt \'(I \! W:lll t to K I HI\\' 

whet h t' l' t is any 
thc m ," says Za hn , who 
the editorio J virtua lly 
t h e sam e a s it was at I\IJC and 
CllS. 

" UC' fo rc I ca me to inl t'r\'iew with 
Sl't.' ZAHN 0/1 l 'agt' 10(; 
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, Paula Zahn (lop, interviewing'Oklahoma 
- Gov. Frank Keating 'during last month's " 

. " GOP convention) Is relieved she no 
. longer has to call some network suit to 

get permission to break in with 8 news <' bulletin: How'she 'Iooked (at right) when:~ 
-c she broke jn with ABC News In early . 

..... 980s::Bryant Gumbel (above) who 
, - replaced her, still hasn't been able to 

.' • I " 1 .. ·. . • -:' ,. 

~ \ ;' 

, .I 
:'\ 
.:'\ 
' J 
,-.: 1 

~ I -? ~tch ·:UP. to her ratings. ,: . , .... 

- , -! 
On Ll I)Creonn l lovel, the lronsi- "My duug-hler hod u vory diKwrl-

ZAHN {rom Page 1U6 • 1 
Roger Ailes, I spent a lot of time tion has been even sweeter. cd notion of what mommY'8 life 
watching Fox News Channel to "'That alarm clock was like when I was t 
make sure I had 8 comfort level no longer goes ofT . doing the morning 1 
with what was being put on the at 4:30 in the "Harry [Smith] and news. She told her 
air. I really think '. some of those morning; ; laughs I h d th I t nursery," school 
charges COll)e out of marketing Zohn, who is mar- a e onges run teacher .thot . her 
jealousy." _ ried and has three · .o.t,any team in CBS mbo°x·t,~er hved 1D a I 

Now, Zahn says, some of her co- children."' have to 
workers bock at the networks are confess, it ' took a morning history and Best of all . that 
jealous of her opportunity to cover good year for my • personal . satisfac· 
breaking news without having to body not to natu- our ratmgs were tion comes from a' 
"phone a vice president of enter- rally woke up at significantly higher . career decision ~hot 
tainment and g~~ permission to that time. seems more nght 

. break into regul~pTOgramming, "AIl.er 10 yeors on than CBS' are today." every day. 
~hi8 transition J108 bean unbc- that shift, there's ~wenty years 

lievably good for me," says Zahn. no way out of it. ago," says Zahn , 
"When I came to Fox I walked into But six o'clock is a lot more rcason- "those of us' in network news were 
some major -stories. My, first four · able thon 4:30. highly cynical about cable. We 
months' here, W81!' broke out in "I have n life for the first time in weren't convinced cable would 
Rosavo; we had the Columbine ' many:many years," she say~. ever have an impact. on the news 
massacre; the Atlanta shootings "Clearly I travel and wo,'k some business. ~. .. 
and that horrible series of tornados very long hours, But my kids actu- "And guess what folks. that's 
we saw throughout the Midwes t." aUy know who I am now," she jokes. where the action is today." . , 
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