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The Prls of Paula

Paula Zahn (top, interviewing Oklahoma _

- Gov. Frank Keating during last month’s
GOP convention) is relieved she no
longer has to call some network suit to
get permission to break in with a news

" bulletin. How she looked (at right) when
she broke in with ABC News in early
1980s. Bryant Gumbel (above) who

" replaced her, still hasn't been able to

catch up_to her ratings.

ZAHN from Page 106

Roger Ailes, I spent a lot of time
watching Fox News Channel to
make sure I had a comfort level
with what was being put on the

On a personal level, the transi-
tion has been even sweeter.

“That alarm clock
no longer goes off
at 4:30 in the

“Harry [Smith] and

“My daughter had a very distort- |
ed notion of what mommy's life !
was like when I was |

oing the morning

d
news. She told her |

air. I really think-some of those morning,” ;laughs nursery - - school
charges come out of marketing Zul(;n, who is mar- I had the |0ngeSt run teac}}:cr ‘thz:it her !
jealousy.” ried and has three i mother lived in a
Now, Zahn says, some of her co- children. “I have to Of any tea_m in CBS o> |
workers back at the networks are confess, it took a morning hlstory and Best of all, that !
jealous of her opportunity to cover good year for my . personal . satisfac-
breaking news without having to body not to natu- our ratlngs were tion comes from a

“phone a vice president of enter-
tainment and get permission to
break into regulan programming.
“This transition has been unbe-
lievably good for me,” says Zahn.
“When I came to Fox I walked into
some major stories. My first four
months here, war broke out in
Kosovo; we had the Columbine
massacre; the Atlanta shootings
and that horrible series of tornados
we saw throughout the Midwest.”

rally wake up at
that time.

“After 10 years on
that shift, there'’s
no way out of it.

significantly higher
than CBS’ are today.”

career decision that
seems more right
every day.

“Twenty years
ago,” says Zahn,

But six o’clock is a lot more reason-
able than 4:30.
“I have a life for the first time in
many, many years,” she says.
“Clearly I travel and work some
very long hours. But my kids actu-
ally know who I am now,” she jokes.

“those of us in network news were
highly cynical about cable. We
weren't convinced cable would
ever have an impact on the news
business.

“And guess what folks, that's
where the action is today.”
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