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Tennis History Is Made! Shhhhhhhhh!
Tennis player Amelie Mauresmo won her second Grand Slam and first

untainted victory today at Wimbledon. (Her victory in the Australian

this year was muted by her opponent's withdrawal.) Mauresmo became

the first French woman to win Wimbledon since 1925. Even more

significantly, she is only the second player -- male or female -- in tennis

history to win a Slam as an openly gay person. Not that you'd know it

watching the coverage on NBC. Never mind that it was an historic

accomplishment. Never mind it was only the second time IN HISTORY

that it had been done. Never mind that it was an extreme rarity in ANY

sport, not just tennis. The player at the summit was out and it wasn't

mentioned once during the entire match. Not once. We don't even

know who was in Mauresmo's box, watching her compete, except for

her coach. Were her parents there? Was that her sister or her girlfriend

she gave a chaste hug to after winning? We don't know. Her opponent

Justine Henine-Hardenne had her husband singled out several times.

In fact, every player in a finals has their husband or wife, girlfriend or

boyfriend, mother or father mentioned on camera. If they're not there,

we're told where they are and why. But for Mauresmo, not a word. She

was alone. She's been alone since she came out. Mocked and publicly

belittled by other players, abandoned by sponsors, Mauresmo has

quietly continued her quest for Grand Slam victory in the last four

years. The rap on Mauresmo is that she has a fragile mental game and

chokes on the big matches. She herself has said how difficult it is to

compete in France where the desire for her to win is so tremendous. At

27 years old, she was very much in danger of never winning a Slam,

which would have made her coming out slightly less notable. This year,

she's won two Slams, cementing her name in history as a top player. "I

don't want anyone to talk about my nerves anymore," she joked after

the match. How about mentioning the fact that she was strong enough

to come out, take the abuse quietly and with dignity and go about

improving her game to the point where she could become a champion?

In discussing the pressure on her, how come the pressure of being

openly gay is never mentioned -- both the positive pressure of another

community (after the French) rooting for you and desperate for you to

win and the negative pressure of all the bigots who found her being

open distasteful and hoped she would lose just because of who she

was? Have her parents supported her or abandoned her since
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