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And The Intimidation Continues...
by Michael in New York on 8/16/2004 03:14:00 AM

Below is a story about the FBI targeting apparently law-abiding
citizens who had the temerity to take part in political protests. Now
comes this depressing column by Bob Herbert about voter
intimidation in Florida. Apparently, state police officers have gone to
the homes of elderly black voters (some of whom just happen to
organize "get out the vote" drives in their Orlando community) to
question them about allegations of voter fraud during the Orlando
mayoral election in March. Dozens of people were questioned about a
case that officials refused to provide details on, except to say it
involved absentee ballots. (The very ballots people in Florida may
want to use because of concerns about the new computerized
systems.) Here's one amusing/disturbing exchange:

"I asked if all the people interrogated were black.

'Well, mainly it was a black neighborhood we were looking
at - yes,' he said. He also said, 'Most of them were elderly."

When I asked why, he said, 'That's just the people we
selected out of a random sample to interview."

They randomly selected elderly black people? Right. Just like the
Bushes randomly left Hispanic felons on eligible voter rolls while
eliminating blacks.

According to a lawyer who represents the president of the Orlando
League of Voters, this "investigation" is working.

"People who have voted by absentee ballot for years are refusing to
allow campaign workers to come to their homes. And volunteers who
have participated for years in assisting people, particularly the elderly
or handicapped, are scared and don't want to risk a criminal
investigation."

Why Florida voters aren't demonstrating in the streets over suspect
computerized voting, fishy manipulation of voter rolls and now this is
beyond me.
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Daily Kos

Goons at Cincinnati "tea party" bullied, intimidated
media - WKRC-TV, the CBS affiliate in Cincinnati,
reports that in March one of their reporters was
forced to leave a so-called "tea party" protest after
asmall ...
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Think Progress

Senate Should Ignore Nutty Glenn Beck Conspiracy
Theories And Appoint Harold Koh - Our guest
blogger is Henry Fernandez, a Senior Fellow at the
Center For American Progress Action Fund. As
ThinkProgress recently noted, a small number of
C...
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HuffPost Politics

ZP Heller: Why Dr. King Would Break the Silence
on Afghanistan - We must invest in our own
economic recovery and in fixing Afghanistan's
humanitarian crisis.
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Operation Stonewall Stalls Johnsen and Koh -
While we wait for the last ballot count in the
Franken-Coleman contest, I thought I'd tie in
Operation Stonewall to the Republicans' bizarre
and seemingly ...
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Paul Krugman

One more time - Brad Delong is, rightly, horrified
at the great Ricardian equivalence
misunderstanding. It's one thing to have an
argument about whether consumers are perf...
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