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Another Iraqi City Falling To Insurgents
by Michael in New York on 10/28/2004 11:41:00 AM

Falluja is far from the only trouble spot in Irag. Now it's clear that the
city of Ramadi is descending into chaos. And guess what? It's larger
and more strategically important than Falluja, which Bush refused to
quell by sending in troops months ago because he was afraid it would
hurt his reelection chances. Nice, putting your own personal needs
ahead of the safety of our troops and the vital mission in Iraq.

"Most of the military's resources are channeled into controlling a
bomb-infested, four-and-a-half-mile stretch of road that runs through
downtown and connects two bases. Insurgents pop out of alleyways,
mosques and a crowded market and fire at marines at will, then
disappear when the Americans give chase," says the NYT.

"Ramadi lies at the heart of rebellious Anbar Province and astride the
major western supply route to Baghdad. The city, whose 400,000
residents have at best merely tolerated the foreign military presence,
is seen as a crucial part of American efforts to plant a secular
democracy in Iraq.

"But the disintegration of authority puts in jeopardy both the Bush
administration's plan to stage nationwide elections by Jan. 31 and

any sense of legitimacy such elections might have. It also complicates

the American military's plans to invade Falluja, because of the close
coordination between insurgents in the two cities."
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HuffPost Politics

Jeffrey Smith: Governor Sebelius Must Veto Kansas
Bill That Endangers Milk Safety - Governor Sebelius
wants to be our new Secretary of Health and
Human Services. But before she is sworn in, she
has an important job to...

8 minutes ago

Daily Kos

Open Thread and Diary Rescue - *Tonight's Rescue
Rangers are Louisiana 1976, jims gkw, shayera,
dopper0189, ybruti, and srkp23 with vemvo2
editing.* ~ World order will be secured only ...

23 minutes ago

Crooks and Liars

C&L's Late Night Music Club: The 50 State Strategy
with The Pine Box Boys (CA) - Title: Mr. Skeleton
Artist: The Pine Box Boys San Francisco isn't
known for Bluegrass, but maybe if there were
more bands like The Pine Box Boys, it would ...
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Eschaton

The Stupids - When I was growing up what always
pissed me off more than anything was when my
sense of justice was violated. I'm not claiming that
my sense of such things...
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Firedoglake

Late Nite: Michele Bachmann Stars in “Birth of an
Aberration” - Minnesota's wackiest export treads
the boards of the Wingnut dinner theater.
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