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Bisexuality Study: NYT Gives Prominence To
Disgraced Researcher
by Michael in New York on 7/06/2005 11:38:00 AM

Everyone is probably familiar with this New York Times article
about a study on bisexuality. It was one of the top five emailed
stories on the NYT website and probably got picked up around
the country. I ignored it at first because a casual glance at the
study and its methodology led me to conclude it was shoddy
and suspect. At best, it seemed like the typical mainstream
press distortion of research: one little study makes one little
observation and it gets trumpted around the country as a
"fact," in this case the idea that men aren't bisexual, they're
just either gay, straight, or lying.

You would think, you would hope that the New York Times
would do a little research of its own before splashing the work
of Dr. J. Michael Bailey, a professor of psychology at
Northwestern and the study's lead author. But no. It took
threader Kathleen to alert me to what the NYT should have
known before presenting this study uncritically.

1. Dr. J. Michael Bailey had to step down from the
chairmanship of the psychology dept. at Northwestern just last
year because of ethics charges related to earlier research.

2. Bailey has been linked to a racist, neo-eugenics movement
called the Human Biodiversity Institute by the Southern
Poverty Law Center

3. Bailey's previous attention-getter was a book on
transgenders that extrapolated from about nine transgenders
he claimed to befriend into a study. Many of the people profiled
claimed convincingly they had no idea they were part of a
research study. (A violation of ethics.) One claimed Bailey slept
with them. (Also a violation.) Though ostensibly science, it
contained no footnotes. This book led to the investigation of
Bailey that resulted in his stepping down as chair, though he
remains a professor at Northwestern. The Chronicle of Higher
Education profiled Bailey and the controversy, all but labeling
him as a closet case.

4. Bailey claims to be gay-friendly but is so at odds with the
GLBT community at Northwestern that campus groups urge
people NOT to cooperate with his studies. Gee, think that might
make any research he does there harder to accept as valid?
(Bailey has reportedly found it difficult to recruit people for
his research.) The Chicago Free Press paints a rather sad
picture of Bailey trying to convince people he isn't anti-gay or
biased by calling for a public meeting virtually no one attended,
just weeks before the New York Times would treat his latest
research as front-page of the Science section newsworthy.
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