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CNN Covers Gay Conversion...Poorly
by Michael in New York on 7/27/2005 10:44:00 PM

The CNN program "Paula Zahn Now" ran an unsatisfying
segment tonight on the scam known as gay conversion therapy
-- the lie that people can be "changed" from gay to straight.
(It's rebroadcast at 2 a.m. if you're interested.) Of course,
these scams have proven worthless. Virtually every "success
story" trumpeted by the far right (and it's amounted to only a
handful) has collapsed within a short time. Indeed, the entire
dangerous and damaging idea of conversion therapy was
created by two "success stories," two men who later admitted
it was all a ridiculous farce, that they were gay and loved each
other and have since worked to expose the movement's lies.

You found out virtually none of this in a segment that focused
on a young man whose evangelical parents sent him to
"straight camp," Love in Action. His story was counterbalanced
by the story of another young deeply religious man who went
to Love in Action but soon realized he could be faithful and not
reject what God had created him as and is now in a happy
relationship and worshipping weekly. (Presumably at UU or
UCC or MCC or with Episcopalians or any one of the growing
houses of worship who are welcoming to gays.)

The problem? Other than these two "paths," the only outside
criticism of these radical fringe groups offering pseudo-science
and self-loathing to young people came from a quick comment
from a psychiatrist who has written a book about
homosexuality.

Not a word from the mainstream organizations like the AMA or
the APA or countless others that have not only condemned
these practices as little more than witch doctoring but made
clear they can be extremely damaging to the people involved.
Barely a mention that this "camp" is staffed mostly by
untrained quacks. Not a word about how anyone connected to
them can be censured or kicked out of the APA, etc for
potentially doing harm to patients. Not a word from respected
medical and psychiatric leaders that there is nothing to "fix" or
"cure." Not a word about the man in Florida just on trial for
killing his three year old son because he was worried the little
child was gay and wanted to beat it out of him.

Heck, the story didn't even seem to realize how pathetically
lowered the goals of these groups are. In the past, they
pretended people could be cured. Now they're careful not to
make that claim -- for the simple fact that they could never
produce anyone who had been "cured" that managed to stay
"cured" after enjoying their 15 minutes of fame and hefty
paychecks from the far right for speaking engagements. Now,
all these wackos claim is that people can learn to live with their
homosexuality -- that's a far cry from what they pretended was
possible even ten years ago.

The nice, polite, well-spoken young man profiled said he
thought maybe someday he could have a relationship with a
woman, but if he had to be celibate, that was fine too. He even
took issue with the question as to whether he was gay --
because he thought EVERYONE was a little queer and that no
one was purely straight or gay. And he's mostly banished those
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