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Catholicism On The Decline in Latin America
by Michael in New York on 4/15/2005 12:12:00 PM

How effective was the papacy of John Paul II? The LA Times
has been running a series of articles on the state of the
Church. The latest looks at Latin America, where Catholicism
was once so completely dominant it boggles the mind. Now
evangelical Christians are gorwing by leaps and bounds. Per
the LA Times:

In countries where Catholics once accounted for more than
90% of the population, evangelicals now constitute a
significant religious minority, sometimes with social and
political clout beyond their numbers.

In Chile, Honduras and Brazil, for example, about 15% of
the population describes itself as evangelical Protestant.
The figure rises to 22% in El Salvador; in Guatemala, it's
25%. In Mexico's southern Chiapas state, local press
reports estimate the evangelical population to be 36% of
adults.

Paraguay, albeit still overwhelmingly Catholic, now has its
first evangelical president, Nicanor Duarte Frutos. President
Alvaro Uribe of Colombia made news when he tried
reaching out to evangelicals, who now make up about 10%
of the country's population.

How'd they do it? Much like in the US -- the media. They've been
buying up TV and radio stations, training ministers in months instead
of years, capitalizing on the Catholic Church's entanglement in so
many governments, and generally being smarter and more nimble.

One simple fact remains: the Catholic Church grew from 750 million
to 1 billion during JP II's reign. But without enough priests to minister
to them (the shortage of priests in Latin America is so severe people
can go six months to a year without seeing one), how will the flock be
tended?

b B OEH 9 Q@

MORE POSTS ABOUT: CATHOLIC CHURCH

Please,take
our.quick survey!

(nica |

http://www.americablog.com/2005/04/catholicism-on-decline-in...

Please take
our survey...

JOHN'S PHOTOS

Toe DEBATE
oxtne CONSTITUTION

2 books e 1,3 pages

Only $5.95

Plus a FREE 1,600-paye hook

HOT &3 OFF THE WIRE

& Daily Kos
IOKIYAPI (It's OK If You're A Private Insurer) -
Here's William Kristol revealing the *horrors*
hidden within the health care bill as it emerged
from the HELP committee... For Kennedy and his
co-autho...
2 minutes ago

P Ben Smith
Obama: Cambridge police acted 'stupidly' - After
spending most of an hour patiently reiterating his
arguments for changing the health insurance
system, President Barack Obama turned his press
45 minutes ago

H HuffPost Politics
Kathleen Wells: Congressman Rangel on Health
Care Reform - Congressman Rangel: If somebody
is sick and needs insurance, it is just immoral for
them to be denied this opportunity.
1 hour ago

& Paul Krugman
Professor in chief - I found Obama's health care
presentation so impressive - so much command of
the issues - that it had me worried. If I really like a
politicians' speech, is...

1 hour ago
G Eschaton
Obama Speaks - In Case You Missed It
1 hour ago
Show All
AMERICABLOG TV
Next 6

¥ s (=

7/22/09 10:59 PM



AMERICAblog Newsl| A great nation deserves the truth: Catholi... http://www.americablog.com/2005/04/catholicism-on-decline-in...

Despite insurance premiums
doubling over the past decade,
Repul

ns want to see
18

| collect with @ vodpod see all 322 videos >

Visit our AMERICAblog TV site.

20f5 7/22/09 10:59 PM



AMERICAblog Newsl| A great nation deserves the truth: Catholi...

3of5

GAY POLITICS
——
—

Visit our new gay politics
section, AMERICAblog Gay.

FEEDS

E Blog RSS
{8858 r=ader s

EY FEEDEURNER

[J AMERICAblog TV RSS
[ Twitter RSS

Twitter Feed

(&3 Gougle |
Get the blog by email:

Help Us
Help You

Please Take |
Our Quick
Survey

Top Ad
Advertise in this spot.

HEALTH CARE
REFORM

Ezra Klein
Tab Dump
3 hours ago

Wonk Room

Sen. Byron Dorgan:
The ‘Trade’ In
Cap-And-Trade ‘Makes
No Sense To Me’

4 hours ago

Health Beat

Truth Squad: Wall
Street Journal Health
Care Editorial Wrong on

http://www.americablog.com/2005/04/catholicism-on-decline-in...

7/22/09 10:59 PM



AMERICAblog Newsl| A great nation deserves the truth: Catholi...

40f5

SEARCH

Q AMERICAblog : Web
Search
o

SEND US TIPS &
COMMENTS

americablog@starpower.net

BLOG ARCHIVE

( Blog Archive

SITES WE LIKE

Air America Radio
Alan Colmes' blog
Ari Melber (The Nation)
Ben Smith
BicycleMark's blog &
podcast

Bilerico

BradBlog

Bring It On

Carrie Fisher
Crooks and Liars
DailyKos

Dan Savage's "Slog"
Daou Report
Democratic Underground
Eschaton

Ezra Klein

Fire Dog Lake
FiveThirtyEight.com
Freeway Blogger
The Gavel (Speaker
Pelosi's blog)

Good As You

Glenn Greenwald
Holy Bullies and Headless
Monsters

Huffington Post
Hullabaloo (Digby)
Jack and Jill Politics
Jed Report

Jesus' General
Kenneth in the 212
Margaret and Helen
Matthew Gross
Media Matters

Mike Signorile's "The Gist"
Mudflats

MyDD

Open Left

Plum Line

Political Punch (Jake
Tapper)

Political Wire
Politics 1

Pop Surfing
Progressive Blog Digest
Queers United
RawStory

Rex Wockner

Rude Pundit
Smirking Chimp
Talk Left

Tapped

Taylor Marsh

Think Progress
TowleRoad
VetVoice.com
Washington Note
WayneBesen.com
Wonkette

Worth Repeating

NEWS LINKS
us

Warhinaban Dact

http://www.americablog.com/2005/04/catholicism-on-decline-in...

PLEASE SUPPORT
AMERICABLOG

One-time donation

Donate

Recurring monthly
donation

Donate

Donations are not
tax-deductible.

LABELS

[ Select a label

x

LAST 100 VISITORS

Recent Visitors
Click to Get f3

ABOUT
AMERICABLOG

Why AMERICAblog?
Because a great nation
deserves the truth.

What issues do you
cover?

US politics overall with a
particular focus on the
Obama Administration, the
radical right, and civil
rights.

Who are you?
John Aravosis
Editor
Washington, DC

Joe Sudbay
Deputy Editor
Washington, DC

Chris Ryan
Associate Editor
Paris, France

Robert Arena
Contributing Editor
Baltimore, Maryland

Jacki Schechner
Contributing Editor
Washington, DC

7/22/09 10:59 PM



AMERICAblog Newsl| A great nation deserves the truth: Catholi... http://www.americablog.com/2005/04/catholicism-on-decline-in...

© 2009 - John Aravosis | Desigh maintenance by Jason Rosenbaum Send me your tips: americablog@starpower.net

S5of5 7/22/09 10:59 PM



