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George Bush Is Solely Responsible For
Abandoning The Levees
by Michael in New York on 9/04/2005 03:48:00 PM

George Bush is solely responsible for weakening the levee
system that should have protected New Orleans. Yes, for
decades projects have been on the boards to do a massive
rebuilding project. (Total cost? $14 billion, which is exactly
what we spend in Iraq every six weeks.) Louisiana has
begged and pleaded for that work to begin and we all shoulder
responsibility for ignoring that obvious need -- you can blame
every President from JFK to Bush for that, not to mention the
Congress. But the burden does grow for each succeeding
President (the longer you wait, the more dangerous it is to
delay), so Clinton and Bush are a lot more to blame than
Kennedy and Johnson.

But beyond that massive project there is the daily hard work of
keeping the levees in shape. It's tough and unglamorous but it
has to be done. Every President since Nixon understood that
and made sure the levees were strengthened. Every President
but Bush. Bush attacked the levee system with unprecedented
glee. He cut funding for flood protection by 80%. He let mostly
oil and gas companies gobble up the wetlands that act as a
natural defense for New Orleans at a rate of 25 square miles a
year.And read this:

But the skimping has worsened since President Bush's
election, particularly after September 11. Federal spending
on flood control in south-east Louisiana has been cut by
almost half since 2001, from $69 million per year to $36.5
million. Funds for work at Lake Pontchartrain, the source of
the flooding, have fallen by nearly two-thirds over three
years, from $14.25 million to $5.7 million. As a result,
work on New Orleans' east bank hurricane levees
stopped last summer for the first time in 37 years.

Every President since Nixon knew maintaining the levees was
important, essential work. But it ground to a halt on Bush's watch
because he didn't care. Nixon worked to maintain the levees. Ford
worked to maintain the levees. Carter worked to maintain the levees.
Reagan worked to maintain the levees. Clinton worked to maintain
the levees. Even his own father worked to maintain the levees. But
George Bush abandoned ship. Work on maintaining the levees had
been going on for four decades and it ground to a halt on Bush's
watch. Like Cheney, he had "other priorities."

George Bush is solely responsible for cutting funds to the marrow and
letting levee work grind to a halt last summer for the first time since
1968.

For most people, the rule is "you break it; you own it." Thanks to his
dereliction of duty, for Bush the rule is clearly "You own it; you break
it."

    

Daily Kos
Hypocrisy Watch - Tennessee Edition - Next stop, a
hiking trip on the Appalachia Trail: Meet Tennessee
state senator Paul Stanley. He's a solid
conservative Republican and married father of t...
15 minutes ago

HuffPost Politics
Cheney, Bush Officials, Considered Using The
Military To Arrest Terror Suspects In U.S. -
WASHINGTON Top Bush administration officials in
2002 debated testing the Constitution by sending
American troops into the suburbs of Buffalo to
arrest a grou...
16 minutes ago

Crooks and Liars
Actual Facts About The Henry Louis Gates Case -
DOWNLOADS: (62) [image: Download WMV]
[image: Download Quicktime] PLAYS: (225)
[image: Play WMV] [image: Play Quicktime] The
Henry Louis Gates sit...
57 minutes ago

Firedoglake
The Ghoulish Old Party - The Republican position in
a nutshell: Most of them know there's a crisis, and
they just don't care. It doesn't matter what's best
for the country, only wh...
1 hour ago

AMERICAblog Gay
E. Lynn Harris Dies - NYT: E. Lynn Harris, the

J O H N ' S  P H OTO S

AMERICAblog News| A great nation deserves the truth: Georg... http://www.americablog.com/2005/09/george-bush-is-solely-re...

1 of 5 7/25/09 12:08 AM



best-selling author of novels that addressed
questions of identity and sexuality among black
men, has died, his publicist told Th...
2 hours ago

Show All

A M E R I C A B L O G  T V

Visit our AMERICAblog TV site.

see all 329 videos >I collect with vodpod

 

Southern Poverty Law
Center calls on CNN to

A two minute explanation
of the warped and cynical

The economy is better.
But....

Judge order San Diego to
get rid of the seals

Massive brawl in South
Korean parliament

Mormons may have
secretly baptized

Next 6

AMERICAblog News| A great nation deserves the truth: Georg... http://www.americablog.com/2005/09/george-bush-is-solely-re...

2 of 5 7/25/09 12:08 AM



Ezra Klein
Tab Dump
3 hours ago

Wonk Room
F-22 Killed By
Seven-Meme Voltron
3 hours ago

NYCeve
Huge victories: Maloney
& Pingree - Health Care
Heroes, Clyburn
receives petition - video
4 hours ago

Daily Dose
Will Doctors in the
House, Senate
Influence Debate?
5 hours ago

The Treatment
Does the GOP Really
Have an Alternative
Plan in the Works?
5 hours ago

G AY  P O L I T I C S

Visit our new gay politics
section, AMERICAblog Gay.

F E E D S

 Blog RSS

 AMERICAblog TV RSS
 Twitter RSS

Twitter Feed

Get the blog by email:

Subscribe me!

Top Ad
Advertise in this spot.

H E A LT H  C A R E
R E F O R M

AMERICAblog News| A great nation deserves the truth: Georg... http://www.americablog.com/2005/09/george-bush-is-solely-re...

3 of 5 7/25/09 12:08 AM



S E A R C H

 AMERICAblog  Web

Search

S E N D  U S  T I P S  &
C O M M E N T S

americablog@starpower.net

B L O G  A R C H I V E

Blog Archive

S I T E S  W E  L I K E

Air America Radio
Alan Colmes' blog
Ari Melber (The Nation)
Ben Smith
BicycleMark's blog &
podcast
Bilerico
BradBlog
Bring It On
Carrie Fisher
Crooks and Liars
DailyKos
Dan Savage's "Slog"
Daou Report
Democratic Underground
Eschaton
Ezra Klein
Fire Dog Lake
FiveThirtyEight.com
Freeway Blogger
The Gavel (Speaker
Pelosi's blog)
Good As You
Glenn Greenwald
Holy Bullies and Headless
Monsters
Huffington Post
Hullabaloo (Digby)
Jack and Jill Politics
Jed Report
Jesus' General
Kenneth in the 212
Margaret and Helen
Matthew Gross
Media Matters
Mike Signorile's "The Gist"
Mudflats
MyDD
Open Left
Plum Line
Political Punch (Jake
Tapper)
Political Wire
Politics 1
Pop Surfing
Progressive Blog Digest
Queers United
RawStory
Rex Wockner
Rude Pundit
Smirking Chimp
Talk Left
Tapped
Taylor Marsh
Think Progress
TowleRoad
VetVoice.com
Washington Note
WayneBesen.com
Wonkette
Worth Repeating

N E W S  L I N K S

US
Washington Post
NYT
AP Politics
Reuters Politics
Rasmussen Polls
Time
Newsweek
Roll Call
The Hill

ABCNews

P L E A S E  S U P P O RT
A M E R I C A B L O G

One-time donation

$ 

Recurring monthly
donation

$ 

Donations are not
tax-deductible.

L A B E L S

Select a label

L A S T  1 0 0  V I S I TO R S

Recent Visitors

A B O U T
A M E R I C A B L O G

Why AMERICAblog?
Because a great nation
deserves the truth.

What issues do you
cover?
US politics overall with a
particular focus on the
Obama Administration, the
radical right, and civil
rights.

Who are you?
John Aravosis
Editor
Washington, DC

Joe Sudbay
Deputy Editor
Washington, DC

Chris Ryan
Associate Editor
Paris, France

Robert Arena
Contributing Editor
Baltimore, Maryland

Jacki Schechner
Contributing Editor
Washington, DC

AMERICAblog News| A great nation deserves the truth: Georg... http://www.americablog.com/2005/09/george-bush-is-solely-re...

4 of 5 7/25/09 12:08 AM



© 2009 - John Aravosis | Design maintenance by Jason Rosenbaum Send me your tips: americablog@starpower.net

AMERICAblog News| A great nation deserves the truth: Georg... http://www.americablog.com/2005/09/george-bush-is-solely-re...

5 of 5 7/25/09 12:08 AM


