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Homeland Security Head: If You Want
Security, You've Gotta Give Up Privacy
by Michael in New York on 8/12/2005 08:33:00 AM

USA Today has an okay interview with Homeland Security head
Michael Chertoff. What I missed: hearing how Chertoff is going
to head off the political abuse of his department, namely the
political machinations that Tom Ridge said were behind so
many of the "terror alerts" during Bush's first four years. What
Chertoff did say: security trumps privacy.

Chertoff said there is too much worry over a plan by the
Transportation Security Administration to collect
passengers' full names and birth dates before they board.

"The average American gives information up to get a CVS
(drugstore discount) card that is far more in-depth than
TSA's going to be looking at," Chertoff told reporters and
editors at USA TODAY's headquarters in McLean, Va.

True -- that's why a growing number of people DON'T sign up for
those cards at grocery stores and drug stores that let them track
every single purchase you make, sell it to any and all comers and
give you very little in return. Heck, when I buy a battery at Radio
Shack and they demand my phone number, I get into a five minute
argument every time.

"Would you rather give up your address and date of birth to
a secure database and not be pulled aside and questioned,"
he said, "or would you rather not give it up and have an
increased likelihood that you're going to be called out of
line and someone's going to do a secondary search of your
bag and they're going to ask you a lot of personal questions
in the full view of everybody else?"

So the choice is to just roll over and give up all your privacy in
advance or we'll single you out for humiliating treatment because if
you DON'T want to give Big Brother your blood type, genetic code
and first born baby, obviously you have something to hide? That's the
same foolish argument people like to say about unnecessary drug
testing or having your every move tracked by cameras -- if you've
got nothing to hide, why do you object? Uh, because it's my freedom
and privacy I'm trying to protect, not lose. Isn't it?

    

Project
Management
Cert.
PMP® & CAPM®
Classes. “Avg. PMP’s
Salary… 
Explore Now...

Tupelo Mom Had
YELLOW Teeth
Learn the trick,
discovered by a mom,
to turn yellow teeth
white. 
Explore Now...

 

Add New Comment

You are commenting as a Guest. You may select one to log into:

  

Logged in as

Matthew Yglesias
Blogging as a Vocation - Alyssa Rosenberg on
being a writer: My experience has been, as Daniel
Strauss says, that people become artists, or in the
case of journalists, artisans (I ...
7 minutes ago

Ben Smith
Regrets, sort of - Gibbs says Obama regrets his
Gates comments, sort of, and blames he press: "I
think he would regret if realized how much of an o
10 minutes ago

Daily Kos
Specter, Sestak to Visit Netroots Nation - I am
thrilled to announce that on Friday, August 14,
Sen. Arlen Specter and Rep. Joseph Sestak will be
joining us at Netroots Nation 2009 for a
Pennsylva...
18 minutes ago

Towleroad
Georgia Bulldogs QB Joe Cox is a Show-Off -
Deadspin points out (along with several of you
athletic-supporting tipsters) that the aptly-named
athlete left one element of his uniform at home
when he w...
20 minutes ago

HuffPost Politics
Mike Elk: GE Moves Green Jobs To China - In the
last decade, GE has closed over fifteen factories in
Ohio and downsized numerous others. Since 1980,

J O H N ' S  P H OTO S

AMERICAblog News| A great nation deserves the truth: Home... http://www.americablog.com/2005/08/homeland-security-head-i...

1 of 5 7/24/09 11:51 AM



employment in GE Lighting has dropped by 68
percent.
26 minutes ago

Show All

A M E R I C A B L O G  T V

Visit our AMERICAblog TV site.

see all 326 videos >I collect with vodpod

 

Judge order San Diego to
get rid of the seals

Massive brawl in South
Korean parliament

Mormons may have
secretly baptized

Medieval helpdesk with
English subtitles

The Taco Bell dog has
died

In honor of Senator
DeMint

Next 6

AMERICAblog News| A great nation deserves the truth: Home... http://www.americablog.com/2005/08/homeland-security-head-i...

2 of 5 7/24/09 11:51 AM



Ezra Klein
Kirsten Gillibrand and
the Power of Primaries
22 minutes ago

The Treatment
Paul Krugman Gets It
(Shocking, I Know)
1 hour ago

Wonk Room
The WonkLine: July 24,
2009
1 hour ago

Managed Care
Matters
Fresh Health Wonk
Review awaiting your
perusal
3 hours ago

Walker Report
Simple Test To
Determine If Conrad's
Co-ops Are Worthless
12 hours ago

G AY  P O L I T I C S

Visit our new gay politics
section, AMERICAblog Gay.

F E E D S

 Blog RSS

 AMERICAblog TV RSS
 Twitter RSS

Twitter Feed

Get the blog by email:

Subscribe me!

Top Ad
Advertise in this spot.

H E A LT H  C A R E
R E F O R M

AMERICAblog News| A great nation deserves the truth: Home... http://www.americablog.com/2005/08/homeland-security-head-i...

3 of 5 7/24/09 11:51 AM



S E A R C H

 AMERICAblog  Web

Search

S E N D  U S  T I P S  &
C O M M E N T S

americablog@starpower.net

B L O G  A R C H I V E

Blog Archive

S I T E S  W E  L I K E

Air America Radio
Alan Colmes' blog
Ari Melber (The Nation)
Ben Smith
BicycleMark's blog &
podcast
Bilerico
BradBlog
Bring It On
Carrie Fisher
Crooks and Liars
DailyKos
Dan Savage's "Slog"
Daou Report
Democratic Underground
Eschaton
Ezra Klein
Fire Dog Lake
FiveThirtyEight.com
Freeway Blogger
The Gavel (Speaker
Pelosi's blog)
Good As You
Glenn Greenwald
Holy Bullies and Headless
Monsters
Huffington Post
Hullabaloo (Digby)
Jack and Jill Politics
Jed Report
Jesus' General
Kenneth in the 212
Margaret and Helen
Matthew Gross
Media Matters
Mike Signorile's "The Gist"
Mudflats
MyDD
Open Left
Plum Line
Political Punch (Jake
Tapper)
Political Wire
Politics 1
Pop Surfing
Progressive Blog Digest
Queers United
RawStory
Rex Wockner
Rude Pundit
Smirking Chimp
Talk Left
Tapped
Taylor Marsh
Think Progress
TowleRoad
VetVoice.com
Washington Note
WayneBesen.com
Wonkette
Worth Repeating

N E W S  L I N K S

US
Washington Post
NYT
AP Politics
Reuters Politics
Rasmussen Polls
Time
Newsweek
Roll Call
The Hill

ABCNews

P L E A S E  S U P P O RT
A M E R I C A B L O G

One-time donation

$ 

Recurring monthly
donation

$ 

Donations are not
tax-deductible.

L A B E L S

Select a label

L A S T  1 0 0  V I S I TO R S

Recent Visitors

A B O U T
A M E R I C A B L O G

Why AMERICAblog?
Because a great nation
deserves the truth.

What issues do you
cover?
US politics overall with a
particular focus on the
Obama Administration, the
radical right, and civil
rights.

Who are you?
John Aravosis
Editor
Washington, DC

Joe Sudbay
Deputy Editor
Washington, DC

Chris Ryan
Associate Editor
Paris, France

Robert Arena
Contributing Editor
Baltimore, Maryland

Jacki Schechner
Contributing Editor
Washington, DC

AMERICAblog News| A great nation deserves the truth: Home... http://www.americablog.com/2005/08/homeland-security-head-i...

4 of 5 7/24/09 11:51 AM



© 2009 - John Aravosis | Design maintenance by Jason Rosenbaum Send me your tips: americablog@starpower.net

AMERICAblog News| A great nation deserves the truth: Home... http://www.americablog.com/2005/08/homeland-security-head-i...

5 of 5 7/24/09 11:51 AM


