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Our National Security Damaged By Bush's
Hatred Of Gays

by Michael in New York on 7/28/2005 11:27:00 AM

I don't care how much you hate gays; our nation's security is
more important than pandering to the far right. Bush kicked
out trained and patriotic Americans who have the valuable skill
of speaking Middle Eastern dialects. Why? Because they're gay.
And when those soldiers tried to get placed in other branches
of the government where their skills are desperately needed --
such as the FBI -- Bush sent them packing.

Bush doesn't care if this endangers national security. For all we
know, the Paris address of Osama Bin Laden or info on the next
9-11 or the next 7-7 could be buried in our files untranslated
and we wouldn't know. Mind you, these translators go in to
work, sit at a cubicle and go home at night, so we're not even
talking about combat troops sharing living quarters. Anyone
who cared about this country would order the military to let
these people serve their country and place our nation's defense
ahead of blind hate. And now onto the absurd situation at the
FBI that inpsired this rant.

We've known for years that our intelligence units are piling up
emails, transcripts from phone conversation taps, letters and
literally millions of pieces of info all in Middle Eastern languages
few speak and even fewer are learning. And the backlog is
growing. Bush's lackeys were grilled by a Senate committee
today.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation's backlog of
untranslated terrorism intelligence doubled last year,
and the time it takes the bureau to hire translators has
grown longer, officials said Wednesday....

The F.B.I. "has no assurance" that some 8,300 hours of
untranslated material does not include information that
could be critical to terrorism investigations.

In addition, the bureau told the committee that its
long-delayed effort to overhaul its computer system
and allow agents to search terrorism files more easily
would not be completed until 2009 at the earliest.

Two of the F.B.I.'s most pressing problems - its
computer capabilities and its ability to translate terrorism
material - have continued to languish, and in some
respects have worsened....

The F.B.I. was not the only counterterrorism agency that
came under fire at Wednesday's Judiciary Committee
hearing.

At the office of John D. Negroponte, the director of national
intelligence, a program manager who runs the
information sharing environment office - responsible
for linking federal, state and local offices to combat
terrorism - told the committee that he had only one
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