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The War On Drugs Goes To Pot

Rolling Stone has a fine rundown of the ludicrous war on drugs

-- ludicrous because Bush is focusing all his energies on

throwing people with a joint into jail while failing to tackle the
scourge of hard drugs that have exploded on his watch, like the

abuse of meth.
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Since 1992, according to a recent analysis of federal crime
statistics by the Sentencing Project, arrests for marijuana
have soared from 300,000 a year to 700,000. The
government spends an estimated $4 billion a year
arresting and prosecuting marijuana crimes -- more
than it spends on treating addiction for all drugs --
and more and more of those busts are for possession rather
than dealing. One in four people currently in state
prisons for pot offenses are classified as "low-level
offenders.”

In New York, arrests for possession -- which now account
for nine of every ten busts -- are up twenty-five-fold during
the past decade. In Memphis, marijuana arrests are up
nineteenfold, and large spikes have also been recorded in
Philadelphia, Las Vegas and Houston....

The war on pot diverts money and manpower from
fighting far more harmful drugs. While the feds target
pot smokers, a burgeoning meth epidemic is swamping
rural communities, especially in the West and the
Great Plains. Nearly half of state and local
law-enforcement agencies identify meth as their greatest
drug threat -- compared with only one in eight for
marijuana -- and more than 1 million Americans use the
highly addictive drug, which is linked to violent crime,
explosions and fires at meth labs, severe health problems,
and child and family abuse.

In 2003, drug agents busted a staggering 10,182 meth
labs, and the fight against meth is straining the
resources of local police and sheriffs in small towns.
But the White House has proposed slashing federal
aid for rural narcotics teams by half. "If those cuts go
through, they're going to totally wipe us out," says
Lt. Steve Dalton, leader of a drug task force in
southwest Missouri.

Hey, if you get stoned every night, you are going to do serious
damage to your body. Getting drunk every night is also a really bad,
unhealthy (and pathetic) thing to do. But I'd rather see the
government focus on busting violent criminals and the violent hard
drugs linked to them and leave alcohol and marijuana abuse to health
officials. And busting people who use marijuana because it relieves
some of the pain of chemo is just sick.

b+ B B @ 9

Click here for more tips
fight global warming.com
e

m EeNVIRONMENTAL DeFeNse

finding the ways that work

HOT &= OFF THE WIRE

H HuffPost Politics

Michael Shaw: Reading the Pictures: As If This Puts
Birthers To Bedt - click for full size Seeing is
believing? via RJ Eskow. Stewart escalates....

27 minutes ago

Firedoglake

Late Late Night FDL: Holiday Road - Lindsay
Buckingham - Holiday Road. I'm not headed to
Wallyworld but I am on the road tonight, headed
down to the San Francisco Bay Area for the
meetup this...

1 hour ago

& Daily Kos

Open Thread and Diary Rescue - *Tonight's Rescue
Rangers are noddem, Elise, jims gkw, taylormattd,
Shayera, and joyful with vemvo2 editing.* The
diaries up for rescue are: - *Vikin...

2 hours ago

@ Crooks and Liars

Open Thread - Just a little something re the birther
thing. Open thread below...

2 hours ago
G Eschaton
Late Night - Go Electric.
2 hours ago
Show All
AMERICABLOG TV
Next 6

7/24/09 11:21 AM



AMERICAblog Newsl| A great nation deserves the truth: The W... http://www.americablog.com/2005/08/war-on-drugs-goes-to-pot...

Korean panidrﬁ_ent_ A

The Taco Bell dog has I In honor of Senator |
died DeMint = J

| collect with @ vodpod  Visit our  see all 326 videos >
AMERICAblog TV site.

20f5 7/24/09 11:21 AM



AMERICAblog Newsl| A great nation deserves the truth: The W...

30f5

GAY POLITICS
[P
—

Visit our new gay politics
section, AMERICAblog Gay.

FEEDS
E Blog RSS

’_E Y FEEDEURNER

. AMERICAblog TV RSS
[ Twitter RSS
Twitter Feed

[ Hobile Ve rsion]

kd Gougle

Get the blog by email:

[ Subscribe me! )

Ads by Google

ADT® Criminal Records
Worried About Criminal
Activity? Get 24/7
Monitoring From ADT®!

www.ADT.com

Marijuana Lawyer
Busted With Pot In

Arizona? Let Us Help! -

Free Consultation
www.NotGuilty1.com

Particle Sciences. Inc.
Drug Development
Services Nanosystems,

Formulation, Analytic
www.particlesciences.com

Possession Of
Marijuana

A Local Defense Attorney
Can Help! Connect Now

For A Free Consultation
www.TotalCriminalDefense.com

Vaporize Your Herb
Why Vaporizing is
Healthy, Cheaper and
Much Better Tasting!

www.VaporOutlet.com

Top Ad
Advertise in this spot.

HEALTH CARE
REFORM

Walker Report
Simple Test To
Determine If Conrad's
Co-ops Are Worthless
2 hours ago

Ezra Klein
Tab Dump
7 hours ago

Wonk Room

Newt Gingrich’s ‘Jobs
First’ Plan Puts The
Wealthy And

http://www.americablog.com/2005/08/war-on-drugs-goes-to-pot...

7/24/09 11:21 AM



AMERICAblog Newsl| A great nation deserves the truth: The W...

40f5

SEARCH

Q AMERICAblog : Web
Search
o

SEND US TIPS &
COMMENTS

americablog@starpower.net

BLOG ARCHIVE

( Blog Archive

SITES WE LIKE

Air America Radio
Alan Colmes' blog
Ari Melber (The Nation)
Ben Smith
BicycleMark's blog &
podcast

Bilerico

BradBlog

Bring It On

Carrie Fisher
Crooks and Liars
DailyKos

Dan Savage's "Slog"
Daou Report
Democratic Underground
Eschaton

Ezra Klein

Fire Dog Lake
FiveThirtyEight.com
Freeway Blogger
The Gavel (Speaker
Pelosi's blog)

Good As You

Glenn Greenwald
Holy Bullies and Headless
Monsters

Huffington Post
Hullabaloo (Digby)
Jack and Jill Politics
Jed Report

Jesus' General
Kenneth in the 212
Margaret and Helen
Matthew Gross
Media Matters

Mike Signorile's "The Gist"
Mudflats

MyDD

Open Left

Plum Line

Political Punch (Jake
Tapper)

Political Wire
Politics 1

Pop Surfing
Progressive Blog Digest
Queers United
RawStory

Rex Wockner

Rude Pundit
Smirking Chimp
Talk Left

Tapped

Taylor Marsh

Think Progress
TowleRoad
VetVoice.com
Washington Note
WayneBesen.com
Wonkette

Worth Repeating

NEWS LINKS
us

Warhinaban Dact

http://www.americablog.com/2005/08/war-on-drugs-goes-to-pot...

PLEASE SUPPORT
AMERICABLOG

One-time donation

Donate

Recurring monthly
donation

Donate

Donations are not
tax-deductible.

LABELS

[ Select a label

x

LAST 100 VISITORS

Recent Visitors
Click to Get f3

ABOUT
AMERICABLOG

Why AMERICAblog?
Because a great nation
deserves the truth.

What issues do you
cover?

US politics overall with a
particular focus on the
Obama Administration, the
radical right, and civil
rights.

Who are you?
John Aravosis
Editor
Washington, DC

Joe Sudbay
Deputy Editor
Washington, DC

Chris Ryan
Associate Editor
Paris, France

Robert Arena
Contributing Editor
Baltimore, Maryland

Jacki Schechner
Contributing Editor
Washington, DC

7/24/09 11:21 AM



AMERICAblog Newsl| A great nation deserves the truth: The W... http://www.americablog.com/2005/08/war-on-drugs-goes-to-pot...

© 2009 - John Aravosis | Desigh maintenance by Jason Rosenbaum Send me your tips: americablog@starpower.net

S5of5 7/24/09 11:21 AM



