OUR BEST and
BRIGHTEST

ACTIVISTS

»»"11"5 been another uphill climb,
but we're ready 1o roll wilh Fur-
fher Tales of fhe Gify," says novel-
izt Armistead Maupin. The Tales
books, which have already given
hirth to two acclaimed felevision
miniseries, are the comerstones of
Maupin's achievemenl, As a chron-
icler of our fime, he'sas hioister-
ous and entertaining as Dickens—
and just as socially consclius. For
Maupin; who's nearing completion
of the Vertige-inspired nove
Night Listener, his art has aty
been personal and potitcal. *
goal from the very beginning,
says, "has been 1o be-a big o
queer for the general pulilic
Maupin speaks passionately fhese
days about reaching ol Tﬁﬂr
ﬁ feens, “I know how importit it is
for both gay and straightkics fo be
exposed to successful hamos Who

are happy with their fives.” "




_G_E-I-JI‘QE C. Wolfe

*He directed Angels v America on Broadway and
turned Lea Delaria inta a star with On fhe Town, And
as the impresario of the Public Theater in New York
City, he's proud that it’s “deeply committed o presenting theater that is
a frue reflection of the United States,” Bul personal success isn't what
Georpe G. Wolfe is after. “From a very early ape," he confesses, *| was
faught that it isn"t enough fo obey my own ambitions. | had fo work fo
dismantle structures which kept others out.” Kow working on a musical
version of The Wild Parfy—as well as a soreenplay and a new play—
Wolfe doesn't have fo do much to get attention. "I'm & black gay artist
with power," he says. “Hell, anylime | open my mowth to say "Hello,' it's
assumed | have an apenda.”




Luis Alfaro

»» h dynamic force in contemporary theater, Los Angeles actor-director-play-
wright Luis Alfaro donated most of his 1997 “genius" grant from the MacArthur
Foundation to his parents, He has often broughl his sharp political sensibility to
bear on the juncture between AIDS and art, The former chair of the Gay Men of Color Consortium,
the largest AIDS consortium in the country, he also served for four years as project director far
Teatro VIVA, a Los Angeles AIDS-awareness theater troupe. He has performed mare than a dozen
solo pieces (his lates! is Cuerpe Politizade); as an artist in residence and codirector of the Lating
Theater initiative at the Mark Taper Forum theater, he has commissioned 15 new plays that give
voice to the Latine community. “1 get asked a lof, ‘Are you a gay Lafino or a Lating gay? " he says,
“As if these parts of oneself could be separated.”




Jewelle Gomez

“'m not interested in every gueer organization out there," says poel and novel-
ist Jewelle Gomez, “There are professional activists that are invested in a piece
of the proverbial pie for us. I'm more interested in how we think abaut changing
the pie overall, because we are connected 1o a lot of struggles in addition fo our own." Alang with
her poetry (Gomez runs The Poetry Center and the American Poetry Archives al San Francisco Stafe
University), she is best known for The Gitda Staries, her linked fales of 2 leshian vampire who over-
came slavery o help others, “Being able to create a black lesbian heroic character wha is nol
saintly and who peaple can relale to honestly and emotionally—I'm very proud of that.”
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Debra Chasnoff

»» Debra Chasnaff made history at the
Oscars as the first leshian winner to
openly thank her parfner. (Her short film
Deadly Deception also helped push General Electric out of
the nuclear weapons industry.) In June, despite right-wing
ire, Chasnoff's 1996 decumentary /s Elementary aired on
PBS. The film, which asserts that schoal kids should ba
taught about gay issues, has sparked “one incredible story
after anather,” Chasnoff says. "People have used it fo
sfart litfle revolutions in their communities.”




Lillian Faderman

»>When historian Lillian Faderman was 16, she recalls, |
went to the library to find out more about leshians—and
found them wedged in befween necrophiliacs and people
who have sex with chickens.” From her 1981 book Surpass-
img the Love of Men through her latest, To Believe in
Woimen, Faderman has unearthed a trove of queer history
as she works toward her remarkable goak: to provide gays
and leshians with what she terms “a usable past.”




David Drake

== just finished shooting The Might Larry Kramer Kissed Ma" tays
David Drake about the film version of his acciaimed one-man show,
which begins wilh a reference to the Stenewall riots and ends with a
vision of a happy future. He's updated his script: Now its glimpse of
agqueer-friendly fulure and a cure for AIDS takes place at the dawn
of 2018 instead of in 1999, “But [the ADS epidemic] will be over,”
£ays Orake. “And we

will be able fo look

back and say there

were a brave and

couragenus people

who took the steps

forward to end it, And

those people were (he

gay and lesbian com-

muinity.”
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Sarah Schulman

»*I've always felt that my work has to matter,” says author and activist
Sarah Schalmn, Famed for fiction (Shfuer and nonfiction (Siagestrick),
she's now wriling a novel “about how gay people are pathelogized as chil-
dren.” This sumwier she'll workshop the matenial as a play with director
Graig Lucas. Abwve aid beyond her individual projects, she notes that she
has been laboring since 1961 o open the world of American arts 1o more
writing “with primary lesbian content.”



Dorothy Allison

s> Writer Darothy Allison's Basfard Ouf of Caroling was the publishing phenome-
nan of the early '90s, a word-of-mouth sneash that just kept selling and selling.
Her story of & dirt-poor family in South Carolina touched on child abuse, the dis-
dain of an inditferent world, and a young girl's coming-of-age thal was more like trying fa stay
alive. Even before the success of her second novel, Cavedweller, Allison became an instant icon as
she tourad the country reading and lecturing. She appears with her pariner and their son in the an-
thology Love Makes 2 Family, in which she writes on leshian motherhood: “When | was doing my
book tour far Bastard Ouf of Garaiing, | met all these bulch woimen who wanled children. They'd ask
me, ‘What's your pregnant girlfriend wearing? ‘Overalls,’ 1'd say. You should have seen them—il
was like a light went off in their heads. ‘Hey, Marge," they'd say to their lover, ‘we can do it "




Jed Mattes

53" think it was Vito Russo's The
Celiuloid Ciosef that began it all for
me," says literary apent Jed Matles,
reflecting on why he began repre-
senting queer authors nearly three
decades ago, Oid he worry thal such
a move might harm his career? “Thig
was back in the '70s," Mattes
laughs. “1 don't know what | was
thinking then." But he's dane plenty
of thinking since. Mattes has cham-
pioned such diverse authors as
Michelangelo Signorile, Rich Tafel,
and Urvashi Vaid.



Edmund White

s> Edmund White, whose work
has defined eloguence in the ape
of AIDS, has just finished The
Marrfed Man, a navel about an American and his
younger French lover who dies of AIDS-related
complications. "I thought at 1his fate date i was
impartant fo wrile a tough book about AIDS and
avoid sentimentality,” White says. Of his career he
adds: “I've been a reluctant activist working
against the grain. I've posed questions rather than
providing answers. The publication of nvy books can
be regarded as strategic acts, bul they've never
been rallying cries nor agitprop. 1've always chosen
the fough truths over a feel-good bromide.”
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Mitchell

Anderson

»»"Clearly, coming out at the [1996]
GLAAD Awards was the most impor-
tant moment of my life," says Mitchell
Anderson, wha first caught our eye as
the gay classical-music teacher on the
Fox TV series Party of Five. "From
fhat moment on | was able fo join my
life as an actor and an activist ina
way | 'was never able to do before,”
Instead of hurting his career, Ander-
son's bold, unpremeditaled move made
him more in demand than ever, {Ong
indisputable proof: He'll appear with
stars Ellen DeGeneres and Sharon
Stone in HBO'S If These Walls Could
Talk 2) Politically, Anderson Is throw-
ing himself wholeheartedly into the
fight to legalize same-sex marriapes.
“If the state finally recognizes our
unions,” he says, “we will have con-
quered a huge stumbling block.”




Barbara Smith

s Anyone who's read Barbara Smith's The Troth That Never Hurfs—a 1998 col-
[ection of her penetrating essays—knows that the black, leshian, feminist, rad-
ical, socialist scholar has always argued persuasively that the various issues
she embodies are really part of one overall struggle fo make the world a better place for everyone,
During 1998"s Black Radical Congress in Chicaga, Smith shared a stage with Angela Davis and other
mainstays of the movement, “Far the first time in my life," Smith says, “I'd been included in that
group. It was just o gratifying.”




Tim Miller

» He will always be
remembered as one of
the NEA Four. Bul
provocative performance artist Tim
Miller's talents range beyond laking aff
his clothes in theaters and taking on
Sen. Jesse Helms in 1980°s brouhaha
over arts funding. Miller has been a pro-
ducer-curator at two of the most avan
of avant-garde spaces: PS 122 in Hew
York City and Highways Performance
Space in Santa Monica, Calif, Miller's
one-man show and book Shirfs £ Skin
traces his turbulent life through the
clothes he's worn, And—get this—he
moonlights by teaching Protestant min-
isters how 1o imprave their sermons.
Miller promises “to continue being an
activist, slutty, queer point of light.” =




Wilson Cruz

»» Ever since Wilson Gruz
played a gay teen on ABC's
My So-Called Life, young
people have approached him on the sireet fo
£ay how much that series meant o them. |
always end up in tears, | feel very profective
of them,” admits the 25-year-old Latino
actor, who often works with gay youth—and
who alsa has a gay younger brolher, Beinp oul
hasn't slowed Cruz down: He's starred in
Reni, appeared on Ally McBeal, and just
wrapped a role in the big-budget sci-fi film
Supernova, starring James Spader, Best of all,
Cruz retums fo TV next season as a series
regular on Parfy of Five. 15 he playing gay?
We'll have towait and see,




Cher

»Bhe's a cerfified superstar. She's also the mother who moved
a thousand mothers—not by claiming that &l was hunky-dory
but by admitting that she strupgled to accept the news that
dawghter Ghastity is a leshian. Wonderfully biunl as abways,
CGher admitted getfing the news was hard. And that will make
it easier for other parents in the future. g
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Frances Goldin

»» Every year, literary
apent Frances Goldin
marches in New York
City's gay pride parade. "I carry a sign
that says, | ADORE MY LESEIAN DAUGHTERS,"
Galdin says. "[But] I've been invalved in
the movement, including equality for ho-
mosexuals, since | was in my 20s," re-
galls the 75-year-old rep for Dorothy Alli-
son, Martin Duberman, and other gay
shars, “I mel a socialist when | was 18
years old, eventually married him, and he
educated me." If Goldin retires, it will be
from the business only, not the siruggle.
“It will be nice to spend &l my fime gat-

ting arrested,” she laughs. ‘




Bill T. Jones

»» Perhaps no dance
piece in the last decade
inspired more debate and
team St Mere, Bill T, Jones's meditation on
AlDS and death, “True activism or frue so-
cial engagement implies a willingness to be
‘ug-front' at all fimes,” says the chareogra-
pher, | have never made what | would con-
sider overtly political statements in my
work. Any statements | made were the re-
sult of my answering urgent questions for
myself." Lately these questions have ed
lones to genre-bending collaborations with
soprana Jessye Norman and jazz pianist
Fred Hersch. In the fall he's touring with a
sola plece called Tha Breathing Show;
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