as Joe Pitt

How he fits in: An up-and-coming Mor-
e lvwyer, he's belrended by Roy
Calu, Both Joe and his wile, Hirper,
st o clemy thut hae'ss gy, 108 not
worklng,

When last we saw Patrichk: On Broad
warys The Full Montyy, Ctlohoma! Up-
milg filmes The Adamo and The Pla-

tores aff e 1 ._..‘ =TTl

You've been best known lor singing,
dancing, nnd acting in musical
comedy, So how did yoo get the part
ol Jower Plot?

When Mike Nichols o I saw Full
Moty o wlledd e i 1 it knowe i
they wore costing Amgels or naot, But af

fthat point i your caresr, you don’t ox
pect 1o et poans like that. | bought te
plays il them, and of couns wis
foored, When I went in to mest with
Mike and Tony Kushoer, T didnt expoct
anything. 1 hate anditioning, always
bawe, | readly felt pretty comifortabbe b
Crs st truth—I dhiedn't
cxpeect a part like this would roll mjy
wary, [ just lichn't

this = the |

It was n bark,

et Mike Nichols aod
ol | get the best audi-

L As moon s |
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They just ofTered it to you right
there?

[ said, “Absolutely. But 1 am getting
ready (o do Clahicma!™ 1 spent months
negatinting my Oklaboma! deal nnd
switched agents in the middle of i, so |
corainly did not want to go back mwd
=y, U, by the way, Cameron, | need 1o
be oust o0 every thind show.” T've had a
long relationship with [producer)
Cameron Muckinmosh and didn't want 1o
do anything to ge that. So 1 told
Mike. He sabd, "We'll work amound your
sohedule; lel me worry about that," So |
walkedd out mnd called my agent, baogh-
imz. I sadil, *1 don’t know enousdy aboat
these movie auditions. But he just kind
of said, “Do vou want to do this™ [s he
Iying to et [ Mike] went to bat for me,
and whatever conversations happe
behind closed doors, 1 don't konow, 'm
s iL cost Wi maney,

I¥id vou find it really hard to do both
the film and the play at once?

It wasn't easy. First of all, Okfahoma
was a much harder show physically
thian 1'd ever, over Invugieed it would b
If nothing else, swinging a girl around
ur shol it thimes a week, just
chiropractically—=it's dumb to make
that an adverb—hut it's just hard on
your body. If you'ne in the middle of a
seene and vou've got o 20 W & nkhit
shoot, vou don't want to be thinking
about vour Joe Pitl lines &5 vou'ne say
ing Curlys I's easy o joke about. Bul
those are the moments when somebocdy
gets hurt, whon you gone oot for o sec-
sy, 1 bl no cholee bt

ond. | wits 80
iy fowcres on Lhe works | didn't have thne
to dillyddally, | was up ot G every day, for
the most part, and working all day. As
soion s they enlled wrag, | was hauling
ass o get oul of makeup, and they
brought a sandwich for me and U'd min
b e theater,

Joe is n great charncter,

e has troubide speaking from his heart—
arthculnting how he really feels Obvious
Iy, that's & ghwsi—the giy's in the closet
When he savs “The Lord suid this amd
this and this,” thils sl comes out ol him
like @ hook 1Es U sanee thing with Re
prubilicanism ool MoCurthyism and talk-
mies, Those are the

Ing about R
codes he has ved by, Part of his jolimey
is breaking away from all those things
thest seres juest rodee [
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