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hether you're part of the “Here comes Santa
Claus™ crowd or you lean more toward
“Bah, humbug,” tis the season to head to
the multiplex for those A-list movies we adore. Gay
content is slim this year, but The Advocate has combed
the holiday blockbusters and indies for queer sensibility,

behind-the-scenes talents—and our favorite eye candy

s potlightet

Big fish in the
Hollywood pond

Oscar-winning producers Dan Jinks and Bruce Gohen have
netted a holiday must-see with Tim Burton's latest fantasia
By Michael Giltz

n Big Fish—the lutest movie from oot producers Broee Cohen and Dan
Jinks—Ewun MeGregor stars as Edward Bloom, a charming young man who
exisds in a fantasy-tinged world where b can befriend any andmal, tame gi-
mnts, el great jokes, woo the woman he loves away from her funed, and pen-
eradly glide fom suceess (o success. Cohen and Jinks are enjoying eaneems al-
most as charmed as Bloom's life. Their first credit as producers was the
Crwcar-winning blockbuster Amerionn Beoafy.

*I think we all knew it was a once-in-a-ifetime experience,” says Cohen of tha
Cinderella-stiory trimmph. “We all knew this doesn't happen all the tme™ Now
thay're following this summer’s Rock Hudson-Donis Deay send-ups Dosess Wikl Lo
(which might very well snag Oscar nominations for its clever production design
and] costumes) with amiother Oscar hopeful, Hig Fish—perhaps director Tim Bor
ton's most imaginatively sweeping movie since Edward Scissorfionds—which

opeeres Christnes Dy in lmitedd redesse before going nationwicde in Jamary

It's a bit of magic realism dipped in Americmas, thanks to a colt novel by Daniel
Wallace that was adiagted by gay seresnwrter Jolin August (o) The Al also
sinrs Albert Finmey playing Bloom as an old moan, Jessicn Lange a5 his wile, and
Billy Crudup as his son

For Cohen and Jinks, working with talented people on smmart, schventunms proe
pects has been a coareer hallmark from the very beginming. Jmks began m New York
thwster—his frst job after graduating from New York University was on an early
workshop of the mosdcal Selly's Last Jam. Cohen wis mentored by, among othiers,
Steven Spielberg: His frst intermship was on the legendary TV show AL Stroet
Blues; his second, The Color Purple.

Cobien, a Yole groduate, s a longtime political activist, so it was Gming that
the two frends would serve on the steering committes for Out There, a Holly
wood group focused on gay and leshian issues that Cohen helped Torm with e
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Froim left; Alison Lokiman and McGregor as Big Fish's young lovers; Cohen and Jinks

top Disney executive Nina Jacobson

Aiggist has known the two for a [ew
yvimrs—well enough (o entrst Big Fish
to thwdr eae, 1 was inoa weind situation
i that 1 hadd o project ot o stodio [Co-
lumbila Pictures] that didnt have pro-
thocers,” recudls August. ©1 had one shot
fo gt prodhicers. | el 1 eould
truest Chean mmd that they had
good taste. With Amertoan
Benwity, they ol just made a
very diilicolt comedy-drama
for a major studio. And that's
whust Mg Fish was going (o be,
even though the scale of Rig
Fish was a lot dilferent.”

Jinks has becn ol sinee his
days in the theater (whene, he
noles lnughingly, everyone was
gay ), though appearting i Chel
magnzine for o story on Cut
There was still n big step.
Cohen beginnm o comie oul peo
fesstonally when Splelberg of-
fered him a job on The Fline-
stomes e VERL aod Clolven Teli
he peedied (o ke clenr who
he was before aocepting it “He
wis completely worsderfod amd
sad, “Why would you think I'd
care” " says Coben. They dis-
miss ihe idea of a “gay mafia™
but agree there is an sdhvantage
tiy b qquesesr i Tinselown

1 do find that gay people are always
Very opeen il i |':'||I||=|.L al meeling
other gay people,” says Jinks, "We will
o to parties whene there will e heads
of studios wod g writters amd top diree-
towrs o fop producers who are gay, and
they' Tl bee mixing with somebody who is
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A AssisUnl OF Just o
ol l'u|||';:1' ir u Cre
ative executive. The
[stradghit] hisnds of stu-
dios won't mix with
the assistants in the
SITWE WY,

Just finding gay
people while Miming
Hig Fish in Alabame
was o challenge, al
though happlily, Colen
notes, the gay people
Found them. “They
brought us into a
world of their fricnds that was a very
progressive, mcially mixed, mixed-by-
sexnal-orientation group of people,” soys
Cohen. “It was s nboe and fun and inter-
esting a crowd a8 you'd o awwhere
Now, that's nol the norm, bt there ane
pockets evervwhene. | was the only gy
Jew | could find i Montgomery, Ala |
found other gavs and other Jews, and |
wis looking for another gay Jew, but |
nivier did find one.”

It's hard to fnd other producers
who've enjoyisd such distinguished sue
cess right out of the box. They don't
dwell in the past, but Amerioan Bty
did change their priorites: Both insist
they pudled back from some mone
commercial, less interesting pro-
joeots o focus on the movies that
really excife them

One project in developanent,
The Rivals, is about the bitter
competithon between the leg-
endary stage actresses Sarnh
Bernhardt and Eleonora Duse.
Another, The Forgotten, has just
started flming in New York star-
rng Cohen's high school buddy
Julbanne Moore—so the two Los
Angeles=hased men are in New
York for o while,

The unattached Jinks s stay-
ing in the loft of his frend Kevin
Williamson ( aeson’s Creek),
while Cohen is renting an apart-
mient “at the comer of Bleecker
and Christopher, which is the
most fantastic street in the
world.” Of course, it doesn't
hurt that he has found a boy-
friend, says Colien, “ndding to
the list of things 1 love about
New York.” ®
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