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ill O'Reilly is a bsh, aggres
sive man who, at G fool 4
LOWETS OVET FVETYON® o unl
him and exudes the no-non
sense working-class Irish

Catholic background he proudly claims
a5 a native of Levittown, N.Y. The nuns
at his school had O Heflly pepecd as &
handiul at an early age. So it's hardly
surprising when the 52-year-old host of
Fox News's The O'Reilly Factor tells
The Advocale “I've never, ©Ver, o my
life been hit on by another guy. Ever. |
don’t gve oot that anrm.”

Any sensible person would walt Tor
him 1o make the first move. But the Na
tionad Leshian and Gay Joumalists Assaor
ciatiom took the initiative and asked
O'Reilly out for thedr annial comantion,
andd he said ves, He'll appear by satellite
at the group’s mid-September gathering
in Philadelphia. Sure, he's debating
whether there's a liberal bias in the
media, But still, Bill O'Reidlly? At a gay
convention” After all, he continues o n-
sist, “I've never understood why anvonie,
why any American, would want (o (el
the world what their sexunl proference
s It's no one'’s business but yours.”

During an extensive interview at s
rather messy Fox News office in New
York—"It's alwavs like this,” he ex
|||:|_i:||_\.—i VRedlly talks about almost
every gay issue under the sun, from the
gay pride parade (*Tt's offensive, iUs
foolish, it's counterproductive, and it
backlashes against you”™) to gay adop
tion (he supports it and did a wrrilie in
terview with Rosie O'Donned]l. but salids
“I'm not looking omt for the gays here
I've got to tell vou the truth, Fm looking
oint for the kids" )

'Retily's show reaches some 20 mill

- ' - Lion viewers a week, and his books ane
|1I.L-_',|.---I|--r\- He is the de [acto Gy of

BlII 0 Rell hard-line conservatism, the way Rush
Limbaugh, Pat Robertson, and Jerry

Falwell onee were. But O Kedlly 1s more

-
of an seomociast than YIMl Illlul'l‘. g
ine. He OpHases the death penalty, nid-

mires Susan Sarandon, doesn't think
mnch of Jesse Helms, and supports U

Thﬁ GU“S&WE“?&. arﬂﬂmeniﬁﬁ’#ﬁ hUSi Uf FI}I HB‘IHS'S decriminalization (but not legnlization)
The 0'Reilly Factor favors gay rights laws and gay adoption e o P ey

gays and lesbians deserve the same

but does wish that gays would shut up already By Michael Gilz rights in the workplace as everyone
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else and shouldn't be fired because of
who they are. He thinks gay-inclusive
antidiscrimination laws should be en
peted In every state and opposes the re-
il effor against such an ordinance
thut's on the ballot September 10 in
Florida’s Miami-Dade County

And he wouldn't mind in the beast if
someone thought he was gay

*If people want to think I'm gay.
fine,” he says. “In fact, | wish | were
gy, I'dl get a lot more free menls, OK?
Somebody take me oul W the movies
onee in o while, Fmesure inomy carcer—
becanse | didn't get marded untll very
bittes [ lifie—that people said | was giy
I'm sure they did. I never heard it But
I'm sure it was said once in n while. |
wisn'l going to say, "No, 'm not gay.” [
don’t care what they say about me. |
couldn't care less, Because that was
enpowering those people. | learmed
that very early in life.”

Later, while walking down the hall 1o
his studio, O'Reilly greets another eme-
ployee by e and then suddenly asks
her, “Am [ gny?™

"Are you gay?” she responds, look-
fng both aghast and bewlldered
“Who's saying that® That is rdiculous
Every single famous person gets that
oventually.”

O Reilly quickly says, “But in my
s, | am!"—jokingly—before turming
s and striding toward the elevatons
o problem with homosexuals s,
there's o feeling among some lenders
that they have to [orce people 0 aeeep
them,” O'Reilly says. *My thinking s,
Why waste your time? There are mil
lions of Americans who are never golng
to necept you, primarily on religious
grounds. There are millions of Ameri-
cans who fear yvou, primarily on psy
chological grounds—their neurosis
Why play into that? That's just going to
bog vou down. You're never going Lo
cuil throngh it You're not godng to oon
vince the Holy Rollers that you're not
an abomination, because they'ne going
o gt the Cld Testament, ™

That reference to Holy Rollers—a
possibly pejortive term that cortalnly

won't endear him to the religious
right—is one reason O Reilly can be
such a fascinating figure to some gay

activists, Surely his stance on gay adop-
tion and comments like that don't play
well with the typienl conservative Fox
News viewer

“The only heat | take on the gy stufl
is from very, very rmeligious-driven peo-
ple,” he insists. 1 don’t tnke any heat
froan Repablicans or Democmits. This s
whiere you guys have it wrong: 0% per-
cent of Americans don't care what you
dio; 10% are fanatics. They think you're
going to hell, and they want vou to go
tiox el ALl right? Ignore them,”

And what does he mean by religions
fanatics? *I mean, people who think
you are going to hell and are going to
quate from Revelation that you'ne going

“Look,

there, [ think that's a lotde ridiculows,
don't you? Those are the people, The
guys waving the [Bible] saying, 'God
haates you” How dio they know? Let God
sor it out. | have no idea whether God
hates vou or not.”

So “religious funatics”™ would include
Falwell, Robertson, and the like?
“Look, I'm not naming naumes becmse |
don't know where they are—maybe
they're evolving. T don'l know, But any-
body [ see saying, “This group is going
o heldl'? 1 mean, come on.”

Sl O Redlly ts hardly o fnend (o gay
activists. “I don't think I'm disrespectiul
o any gays on the air,” O'Redlly savs. ©1
treat everybody pretty much the same.
We do a confrontational progrom and
Wi et passionte aboul our anguments

¥ o LB
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right to judge what you do behind
closed doors, but they will do it.
They will do it..... if you want to live
the life where you have the most
options—which is really the benefit
of America—shut up. Shut up.”

and it gets the juices Mowing.”™

OFReilly does pluy tough with all his
guests, But it could be argned that he
spends more tme and energy eriticiz-
ing gay activists than he does disagree-
ing with the people who condemn gays
i o manner e considers un-Amernican,

illogical, and un-Christian. In part, it's
becanse they have areas of agreement.
For example, at first he Matly oppos-
€8 gy marmage. “Now you're inoa dif-
ferent arca,” he says, differentiating
maringe rghts from, say, employment
rights, He opposes sume-sex marriage
on legal grounds, social grounds, any
ground he can get o solid foot on, But
present him with a specific injustice,

such as o gy person not belng able to
visit his or her partner in the hospital
becanse they're not “related,” and he'll
quickly agres that *if you can’t get into
the hospital, that's a bad thing. And it
shouldn't happen.”

And while he's never tired of an ar-
gument, he can grow restless after he's
made his point and dull practicalities
like visitation rfghis replace the broad
brnsh strokes of dehate.

“Look, | conldn'l care less, (o tell von
the truth,” he says eventually of same-
sex marringe, “You want (o gel miar-
ried? Knock yoursell out. Go o Vegas;
have a good time.”

Really™ He wouldn't opposes Sy muar-
ringe if it wore legal? “If yvou can get
that changed, I'm not going (o jump e



JLiz Smith

The future’s peécf

VYHE WORLD doesn't want to hear
about labor pains. It only wants to
see the baby,” said Johnny Sain.

ELANIE GRIFFITH shopped for
back-to-school clothes for f-‘mq- girls,
of her fortane read and found a
good book all in one afternoon lase Sun-
day. Without makeup, the gorgeous star,
just turned 43, attended a.lFlt][v soirée at
the dE:IgM{ Tracee Ross’ hip-and-hap-
boutique on the Sunsct Sirip. The
store was also ﬂeldrmti.n“ first=time maore-
elist Rebecen Bloom's render n}mingnn'j'a
age fiction *Giel Anatomy.”
od Stewart's dath'lle:r, Kimberly,
said she couldn't pur the book down and
read it in ope sitting. Around Ter whirled
cranberry martinis, finger sandwiches,
vanllla cupcakes, high-end clothes and
chances for handwriting analysis.

Melanle, with daughters Stella and Da-
kota, Eta.'rtd for several hoors, snﬂﬂcing
upstairs for a private reading
with Kyle Matthews, psychic to
the stars. She lked him so moch
he was invited to her house the
next day for more,

In spite of the Holly Golightly
atmosphere, Pards Hilton looked
subdued. Mo dancing on display
cases. The newest “it® girl was
Brooke Burns whom can
find in the Aug. 26 People -
rine, She is the host for NHBCS
game show "Dog Eat Dog™ and
made her mark as a “Baywatch™
babe, The Dallas beauty s now a
single mom with a 2-year-old
danghter named Madison via
Aussie hunk ]n"l.q MeMahon of
"The Profiler” and “Charmed.”

Said Brooke: “I think our 4i-
vorce is final in owo weeks™ She
didnt really want w talk about
bhow her ex had been charmed
away from her by his co-star
Shannien Doberty. *I hawe to
talle abowt the reasons why we
broke up. It's o mean We get
along great, and he's a killer dad
and that's the most important
thing. We're best friends; we
shopped together this weekend
for a new nannyl™

UZANNE SOMERS has al-
ways taken hersell very seri-
ously (she talks of her role in
& 70s sitcom “Threes Com-
any” as if it were comparable 1o
ucille Ball’s Lucy Ricardo) Bui
Somers, though sometimes humilicy-chal-
lenged, has been an admirable survivor,
tor. She overcame Hollywood black-
listing when she negotiated hersell out of
*Three's Company™ by asking for too
much, oo soon. She overcame also an
abusive childhood ... family alcoholism
... breast cancer. She brilliantly resur-
rected bersell as a TV pitchworman, au-
thor and, eventually, a star on TV =
again! Mow Suzanne is putting her life 1o
fisic in an extravaganza tided “The
Blonde in the Thunderbird® — thls is a
reference -to her bit In the mbvie
“American Graffiti™ which launched her
career, Suzanne will sing, dance, boast
and emote with the help of the award-
winning writlng/compasing team Mitzie
and Ken Wele
“Rlonde™ debuis pest year in riorm-
|JE arts centers all over the 1.5, and Can-
ada,

interviewi the controversial Rill
O'Reill Fox News in iz Septem-
ber issue. On same-sex murriage, instead
of vehemently oppo it, Bill opines:
“You want to gel married? Knock your-
sell out, Go to Viegas: have a good time.”
O'Reilly will surprise some of his right-

'I’HE ADVOCATE docs a bang-up job of

bar admirers in this interview, He is de-
scribed by writer Michael Glltz as an
“leonoclast.” He opposes the death pen-
:li;-', admires Supean Sarandon, doegn't
think much of Jesse Helms, supports the
decriminalization — but not legalization
= of marijuana. He believes gavs and les-
bigis deserve the same rights in che
wortp]a.:t & pveryone else, He says, "1
want you to have o good time, Carve out
a good life for yourself. Find a pood com-
panion, But nobody has the right 1o know
what you do In your private life.” In other
words, the O'Reilly thesis is *Don't ask!
D't telll™ He adds, “I7 you want to live
the life where you can have the most op-
tons — shut up,” (Bill admits, “I'm sure
you could find some inconsistencies in
what [ say."}

Here's a last O'Rellly opinion — “The
Gay Pride Parade? It's offensive, it's fool-
ish, it's counterproductive, and it back-

Hina PrommenGiiobs Protcs
BROOKE BURNS
Soon-to-be singla.

lashes against you.”
On this issue, I think he is 100 percent
right. 50 sue me; and Bill O'Rellly.

SUALLY 1 totally agree with Jim Mul-
len's acerbic “Hot Sheet® in Entertain-
ment Weekly, But have to take fssue
with this remark: “Cher's farewell 1our,
At 56 the diva says she's had enough. It's
time to let someone else make the entou-
miserable and unhappy.”

im is ta]hing aboiit some birarre Cher
from a p:ra]lu] univerdss, The for real
Cher is by far one of the most grounded,
earthy, honest and  just plain  likeable
stars around. Backstage and behind-the-
seenes feedback on Cher is almost always
fattering. She may be a big star and a
healthy ega, but then, she's been in the
fatme gaitie forever.

I've known Cher since back when
Chastity was a baby and she was s1ill the
Cher of Sonny and Cher, She really hasa't
changed much. Recently 1 inmterviewed
this diva goddess agaln for a coming Good
Housekeeping cover story and found her
as straightforward, Interesting and to-the-
Ezin.t as ever. It's a great (3 & A coming in

tober, but [ can't take much credit for
it. This woman just can't give a bad inter-
view,
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O'Reilly Interview Shocker
FOX NEWS Star Knocks "Religious Fanatics” Who

Oppose Gay Rights

Exclusive to About, by John Aravosis

(Hear snippets from Bill O'Reilly's Advocate interview by

clicking on the box to the right.)
My Article begins here...

America's religious right does not
tolerate those they believe to be
ideologically impure, and that's why
they're bound to be a bit upset with
FOX TV superstar Bill O'Reilly.

O'Reilly is the host of "The O'Reilly
Factor,” a no-holds-barred slugfest of
ideas that regularly lambastes
feminists, Democrats, the ACLLU and
anyone else (usually on the left) who
ticks the Irish-Catholic O'Reilly off on
a given day. Gays and lesbians are a
particular target of the hit show,
getting more than their fair share of
negative air time, and that's why
O'Reilly's upcoming interview in
America's premiere gay magazine, the
Advocate, is raising eyebrows even
before it's publication. (Liz Smith is
already calling the interview a "bang-
column.) It's odd enough that TV's
top conservative pundit is talking to a

http://uspolitics.about.com/library/weekly/aa082802b.htm

Listen to Snippets of
0'Reilly's Advocate
Interview

= On "Fanatics”™ (186k)

* Who Are “Fanatics"? (253k)
= Holy Rollers (217k)
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+ On Gay Adoption (134k)
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ker

gay publication, but even more

surprising is what he tells them. (The More From About
interview will hit the new stands on = Who Opposes the Religious
September 3). f"gﬂ_ﬂ

e Rallalous Rl
. %&Mfﬂn.mnrlpnlmm
. in Canada
O'Reilly Pro Gay? » Does God Belong in

Government?
According to Michael Giltz, a
freelance reporter (and personal friend of mine) who conducted
the interview live in O'Reilly's Manhattan office, O'Reilly not
only reiterates his previous support for gay adoption, but he
goes on to call the US military "homophobic” (though he still
thinks the gay ban is necessary), says that gays should have the
right to visit their same-sex spouses in the hospital (in many
locales they cannot), thinks every state should have laws
protecting gays and lesbhians from discrimination in the
workplace (only 12 states currently do), and opposes the repeal
of a gay rights ordinance in Florida's Miami-Dade County (the
hotly-contested repeal measure is on the ballot September 10).

That's enough right there to make the religious right grab for a
Maalox. But there's more.

On gay marriage, one of #he hot-button religious-right issues,
O'Reilly starts by telling Giltz that he opposes it, then when
pushed by the reporter, finally concedes: "Look, I couldn’t care
less, to tell you the truth... You want to get married? Knock
yourself out. Go to Vegas; have a good time... If you can get
that changed, I"'m not going to jump up and down and say |
think it’s wrong, because [ don’t."

Who You Calling a Fanatic?

Then things get really interesting. O'Reilly calls people who
quote the Old Testament to label gays an abomination "holy
rollers” (a term often perceived to be pejorative). Then he
refers to vocal anti-gay advocates as "fanatics.” ("90% percent
of Americans don’t care what you do; 10% are fanatics,"
O'Reilly tells Giltz. "They think you're going to hell, and they
want you to go to hell. All right? Ignore them.") When asked
to clarify exactly who he means by "fanatics,” O'Reilly
responds: "I mean, people who think you are going to hell and
are going to quote from Revelation that you're going there. |
think that’s a little ridiculous, don’t you? Those are the

people.”
PAGE 2: O'Reilly on "Religious Fanatics"
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Hear snippets from Bill O'Reilly's Advocate interview by

clicking on the box to the right.
O'Reilly Won't Name Names

In all fairness, when the Advocate
pressed O'Reilly to name names (for
example, were Jerry Falwell or Pat
Robertson "fanatics"?), he demurred.
MNonetheless, it's difficult to avoid the
conclusion that members of the
religious right were among the
fanatics and holy rollers to whom
O'Reilly was referring, as they clearly
"care what gays do" and regularly
claim to be quoting the Bible in
suggesting that gays will not be going
to Heaven:

e The Family Research Council, a
lead religious right anti-gay
activist organization, issued a
press release on October 16,
1998, the day of slain
University of Wyoming student
Matthew Shepard's funeral,
supposedly quoting the Bible as
saying that "homosexuals are
included in a list of sinners,
who, if unrepentant, will not
inherit the kingdom of God."

http://uspolitics.about.com/library/weekly/aa082802¢. htm

Listen to Snippets of
O'Reilly’'s Advocate
Interview

« On "Fanatics" (186k)

* Who Are "Fanatics"? (253k)
= Holy Rollers {217k)

» Wishas He Weare Gay
{188k}

» On "Coming Qut” (100k)
= On Gay Adeoption (134k)

= On Gay Marriaga, Hospital
Rights (206k)

= More on Gay Marriage
{75k}

« On Gays in the Military
[23%9k)

= On Disco Dancing (103k)

More From Your Guide

= My Big Fat Lesbian Wedding
= The Haterosexual Agenda

+ Muhammad the Demeanic
Padophile

« 9711 Fund to Discriminate
Agalnst Gays

= The Pope's Gay Card

» Falwell & Robertson Say
America Daserved It

= Salvation Army's Anti-Gay
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* Religious Right Giving Up
on Gays?

* Religious Right Resources
= Gay Rights Resources
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« An essay on the Web site of the ;uwr:;a Opposes the Religious
gh

American Family Association, . 'apout the Religious Right
another lead anti-gay » Same-Sex Marriage Debate
organization of the far right, [N %anada

; » Doag God Balong in
echoes the same sentiment. Government?

= As does the Coral Ridge Ministries, another lead group
of anti-gay activists.

But more important than the nuance of to whom he might be
referring, is the fact that Bill O'Reilly is one of America's
favorite right-wingers, and his TV show reportedly tops Larry
King's in the nightly ratings. O'Reilly is a force to be reckoned
with in conservative politics, and when he starts agreeing with
gay rights advocates about the legitimacy of aspects of their
cause, that's news.

Religious Right Has Always Been Suspicious

Interestingly, even before details of the Advocare interview
were made public, the religious right had its qualms with Bill
O'Reilly's supposed pro-gay agenda.

In a statement recently issued by a lead religious right activist,
and re-published by the Concerned Women for America (a
lead religious right group), O'Reilly's show is referred to as
"The Gay Spin Zone," mocking O'Reilly's oft-repeated phrase
that his show is a "no-spin zone." The statement says that "the
homosexual movement even got to" O'Reilly, that the TV host
plays "on 'both sides of the fence' on the issue of
homosexuality,” and that he's "caving into the homosexual's
sinister plan." And in a blurb on their Web site home page, the
Concerned Women for America (CWFA) even refer to
O'Reilly as a "conservative" between-quotes, suggesting the
moniker may not be correct: "Pro-homosexual media bias is
getting so bad," CWFA says on their Web site, "that even
'conservatives' like FOX's Bill O'Reilly are going out of their
way to show they are 'gay'-positive."

A few days later, on August 27 of this year, the ultra-
conservative Washington Times (a newspaper owned by the
Moonies, and with very close ties to the religious right)
reprinted the portion of "The Gay Spin Zone" that attacks
O'Reilly, alongside a large picture of the TV host.

(The religious right has also not been happy with the fact that
O'Reilly will be appearing in a panel discussion at the National
Lesbian and Gay Journalist Association in September.)

Of course, O'Reilly's views on gay issues shouldn't come as a



complete surprise to anyone who's done their homework. Giltz
pointed me to two paragraphs from O'Reilly's top-selling book,
"The O'Reilly Factor," that echo what the pundit said to the
Advocate:

O'Reilly on Fanatics:

"On the other hand, religious fanatics who
demonize gays and other alternative groups aren't
covering themselves with glory, either. Yes, |
know about the references to homosexuality as 'an
abomination' in Leviticus, but I also know what
the Old Testament says about slavery. As long as a
sexual issue is not intruding on your freedom or
endangering your kids, leave it to God to sort it
out. The Deity is a lot smarter than we are. That's
also in the Bible." ("The O'Reilly Factor," p.34)

O'Reilly on Anti-Gay Job Discrimination:

"And here on earth our legal system is the place to
go sort out problems such as civil rights being
violated because of sexual preference. To someone
gay who is the victim of discrimination or abuse, |
say exchange the high heels for a sensible business
suit, because that's appropriate for the playing
field, and hire a lawyer who will put the screws to
whatever bastards are interfering with your rights
to private sexual expression.” ("The O'Reilly
Factor,”" p.34)



religious right leaders questioned
O'Reilly's Catholicism and state of More From About
mind (you can listen to the 18-minute -« MIE_QIWH1 the Religious

or so interview online here MMMW Right
(RealPlayer required): Sannmm Marriage Debate
mn_Can

o= ; " » Does God Belang in
"[To] continually refer to himself as a Government?

Christian, as an Irish Catholic, | think

that many people are offended by Bill's statement to be a
Christian as well as an Irish Catholic... For a man to come
right out and say that he does not believe in the Old
Testament. .. | think that many Catholics across this nation as
well as the world are offended by Bill O'Reilly claiming he's
an Irish Catholic.” - Stephen Bennett, ex-gay leader who in the
coming months will be speaking officially on behalf of the
Concerned Women for America (CWFA).

"The Bible says that my people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge. Bill is an exemplary example of the American
Christian who does not know what God's word said, he does
not know." - Sandy Rios, President of CWFA

"He's confused... on this issue, he can't find his voice, he kind
of stumbles when he addresses it.... Then he goes and slams
people like us and says, well they're fanatics.” - Bob Knight,
head of the CWFA's Culture and Family Institute

"He's very confused.” - Sandy Rios, head of CWFA, on
O'Reilly

"So he doesn't believe in heaven and hell. It didn't mater that
Jesus sacrificed his life on the cross. This is a very extreme
statement... that the whole idea of hell is ndiculous.” - Bob
Knight of CWFA.

UPDATE

8/29/02 - Noon EST

Washington Times Reports on O'Reilly Interview

The uber-conservative Washington Times reports today on the
Advocate O'Reilly interview, click here. (Note: Once you get
to the Washington Times site, you'll need to scroll down to the
"Mr. Tolerance™ article.)

UPDATE

8/28/02 - 7:30PM EST

Religious Right Blasts O'Reilly

Since this story about O'Reilly's Advocate interview was
published, the religious right has been quick to respond. A
lead spokesman for the religious right, who is often quoted in
their literature and broadcasts, had the following to say on



August 28, 2002 about Bill O'Reilly's interview that is
discussed in the article below - the entire paragraph was
written by the religious right spokesman:

Bill O'Reilly has long been lifted up as the conservative's
champion and spokesperson. However, in his quest of
popularity, on this issue of homosexuality, O'Reilly has
shocked and disappointed many viewers and supporters who
put him where he is today. He has been elevated to a position
by conservative America that was never intended, and viewers
may have put 'too much trust’ into this man, According to an
O'Reilly insider who asked not to be named, 'The Factor' is not
what people think it is... "Bill O'Reilly and The Factor is about
two things... ratings and entertainment." And as stated by
another unnamed source, "...the real guy you're all looking for
here is Sean Hannity. This guy is genuine - and legit." After
the commentary below, see the link for Bill O'Reilly's
upcoming interview in the September issue of the national gay
Magazine 'The Advocate' - sharing all of his pro-gay views,
and mocking comments towards Bible believing Christians -
the 'fanatical’ religious right who should just be'.. .ignored' -
sadly, you won't believe what he says.

[Note: This statement has since been removed from the
religious right Web site. "Coincidentally" the man making the
statement was just invited to appear on O'Reilly's show.]
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Hear snippets from Bill O'Reilly's Advocate interview by

clicking on the box to the right.
O'Reilly on Gay Adoption

And on gay adoption, O'Reilly's views
were already staked out earlier this
vear when fellow talk show superstar
Rosie O'Donnell appeared on "The
Factor." O'Donnell, who is a foster
parent and recently revealed that she
is gay, is contesting Florida's law
banning gays from adopting children.
In response to O'Donnell's
appearance, O'Reilly didn't simply
endorse gay adoption, he branded gay
adoption foes (who are usually on the
far right, religious right, or both) as
having "gay fear" and suffering from
prejudice:

"It is just a matter of time
before the legislature in the
Sunshine State puts the welfare
of hard-to-adopt kids ahead of
gay fear. Most clear-thinking
Americans realize it is better for
a child to live in a nurturing
home run by gays, than to be on
the merry-go-round of foster
care....

http://uspolitics.about.com/library/weekly/aa082802d htm
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"[Banning gay adoption] is a ;jwhhg.nnms_ms_ﬂalm@a
foolish prohibition based on the -'gb;:qt s Bailaioas ikt

groundless fear that + Same-Sex Marriage Debate

: in Canada
homosexuals will somehow - Dot God Balcdii
corrupt any child over which  Government?

they hold sway. Bad parents and

sexual molestation are not tied to one group. Itis
flat-out prejudicial to deprive responsible
homosexuals of the right to save kids from
transient foster care." ("Adopting a Philosophy,"
by Bill O'Reilly, WorldNetDaily, March 20, 2002)

O'Reilly on Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson

Then shortly after September 11, when religious right icons
Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson, on open television, blamed
gays, feminists and the ACLU for the attacks - and other
religious right groups rose to the duo's defense - O'Reilly let
them have it:

"Believe me when I tell you that everybody |
know is appalled,” O'Reilly told a religious right
representative who was on his show and
vacillating on whether her group would deal with
Falwell and Robertson in the future. "And I know
some very conservative, very religious people, and
everybody - there's nobody that | know that can
justify, condone, defend those remarks."

O'Reilly on Anti-Gay Militant Robert Knight

On June 6, 2001, one of America's lead anti-gay militants,
Robert Knight of the Concerned Women for America,
appeared on "The O'Reilly Factor" to talk about the religious
right's concern that President Bush has a "homosexual
agenda.” O'Reilly starts the discussion by asking Knight:
"How militantly anti-gay are you, Mr. Knight?" Later on in
the interview, Knight suggests that gay rights defenders are not
very tolerant, and O'Reilly responds in kind:

KNIGHT: ...This is not a very tolerant movement
we're dealing with.

O’REILLY: Well — but you don’t sound like a
very tolerant guy either. You see what | mean?
You're not real tolerant either.

Knight then tries to get O'Reilly to condemn gay relationships:

KNIGHT: What about the behavior, Bill? Let's
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talk about that for a minute. You're a common-
sense guy. You can’t possibly sit there and tell me
that two men having sex together is moral and
healthy and ... something God would ordain.

O’REILLY: It’s not my business. It's not my
business.

O'REILLY: It’s not my business. It's not
President Bush's business. It's not the
Constitution’s business.
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Hear snippets from Bill O'Reilly's Advocate interview by

clicking on the box to the right.

The Left Doesn't Always Love
Him Either

Ironically, O'Reilly is just as suspect
to those on the left. And the truth is,
his show is quite often a daily diatribe
against the supposed evils of
liberalism. But I've been a guest on
the show about half a dozen times,
and got a sense of something else as
well. For all his bluster, Bill O'Reilly
seems to be a man who lives by a
solid set of core beliefs. And when
confronted with facts that, when
combined with those beliefs, lead him
to a conclusion that might not please
some of his more conservative fans,
O'Reilly sticks to his principles and
states his conclusion, to hell with the
critics. (Over a period of eight
months, | personally witnessed
O'Reilly shift from being an ardent
defender of Dr. Laura Schlessinger
and her anti-gay rhetoric, to someone
who later blamed Schlessinger for her
own demise.)

Now, don't get me wrong. I'm not
suggesting Bill O'Reilly will be

hitp:/fuspolitics.about.com/library/weekly/aa082802¢ htm
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dancing anytime soon in a gay pride  * Who Opposes the Religious
d though, report Rt
parade near you (though, reporter » About the Religious Right

Giltz did discover that O'Reilly was : ,‘..'g;na_;ﬁax_ Marriage Debate
uite a disco dancer in his day), and " -2na%a :

?}'Rﬂi]l}' himself is the first to say that Ggiﬁf:ﬁg!m

he's not staking out these positions

with the express intent of helping gay people. I also suspect

that sometime in the near future, Bill O'Reilly will again say

something on his show that will really tick me off.

Monetheless, this is a man to watch.

He may be bombastic. He may vell and scream. And he may
even at times cross the line. But he's also a man who listens to
his opponents, and respects them if they have a good mind, a
good heart, and can express their opinion without coming off
like a nut. And more importantly, if you get him on just the
right day and with just the right facts, America's favorite
conservative might even agree with you - even if you're gay.
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sincerely deciding not to run because nobody's going to
draft a candidate who says he doesn't expect to win.
Chatterbox predicts there will be no McCain race for
president in 2004 on any ticket."

Mr. Tolerance

Bill O'Reilly approves of same-sex "marriages,”
favors allowing homosexuals to adopt children, and
condemns those who disagree as "fanatics” and "holy
rollers."

"The only heat | take on the gay stuff is from very,
very religious-driven people.” the host of Fox News
Channel's "O'Reilly Factor” says in an interview with the
Advocate, a magazine for homosexuals. "Ninety percent
of Americans don't care what [homosexuals] do Ten
percent are fanatics. They think you're going to hell, and
they want you to go to hell."

Mr. O'Reilly told the Advocate: "There are millions of
Americans who are never going to accept [homosexuals],
primarily on religious grounds. You're never going to
convince the holy rollers that you're not an abomination,
because they're going to quote the Old Testament."

Audio excerpts of the Advocate interview were posted
by political columnist John Aravosis on About.com.

"] was never opposed to gay adoption,” Mr. O'Reilly
told the magazine. "Is it better for a kid to be in a foster
system that's chaotic, or to be in a nice, stable home with
two people who love him? It took me 10 seconds to
figure that out."

Of same-sex "marriage," Mr. O'Reilly said: "You
want to get married? Knock yourself out. Go to Vegas;
have a good time. If you can get [marriage laws]
changed, I'm not going to jump up and down and say |
think it's wrong, because I don't."

In fact Mr. O'Reilly, who is married, tells the
Advocate, "I wish I were gay. I'd get a lot more free
meals, OK? Maybe somebody would take me out to the
movies once in a while."

Florida love fest

A debate among the Democratic candidates for
Florida governor turned into a love fest Tuesday as
former U.S. Attorney General Janet Reno and her rivals
painted a target on their larger foe, the incumbent
Republican Gov. Jeb Bush.

Not a harsh word was exchanged as the candidates
united in criticism of President Bush's vounger brother,
Reuters news agency reports.

In their only meeting before the Sept. 10 Democratic

http://www.washingtontimes.com/national/inpolitics.htm 8/29/02
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[Gossip (Dirty Dishpan =
In terms of gay heroes, he's
Oh, R&B“Y? right up there with....
Friday, 30 August 2002 ¢ Pat Buchanan
The Advocate hasn't gotten this much mainstream press since they ¢ Donna Summer
swallowed what was left of Out magazine. ¢ 1. Edgar Hoover
_ ) . ) € Kevin Spacey
Seems a s00n to be printed interview with ;
iconociast blowhard Bill O'Reilly has gotten € Camille Paglia
everyone's panties in an excited wrinkle, with Liz C George W. Bush
Smith leading a phalanx of giddy community
cheerleaders stacking themselves up, throwing e
themselves about and shouting the letters to
Dish It 8

O'Reilly's name like he scored the winning

touchdown.
You MUST have heard

SOMETHING - Share it with
He doesn hate usii H'Il? world on the Dﬂti‘]
Lounge Gossip Forum

Truth be told, it makes us a little nervous.

Sure, we think it's terrific that a man who has done

mare to turn television news into a forum for angry white (straight) guys
shouting themselves red in the face over supposed liberal and/or
Democratic outrages doesn't share most of his compatriots’ passionate

dislike of gay people.

S Days of Dish But is the fact that this is "news" this late in the

> Oh, Really? man's career concern anyone besides us? Not

> N' Space to rain on anyone’s Labor Day Parade, but how
_ many of his fans are likely to read The

> Ding-Dong Advocate interview, anyway? Or Liz Smith's

> Star Struck column, for that matter? How much of this has

> Cozy Rental he said on the air? Will he be interviewing

> Smudge Factor himself anytime soon?
Don't get us wreng -- we think it's just super O'Reilly doesn't think too much
of Jerry Falwell or Pat Robertson or the lunatics who think their poisoned
tongues speak for Good God Almighty, but if they end up backing the same
people politically, what the hell kind of difference does it make?

(Because if someone has thought of a way to pass gay friendly legislation
without politicians, we missed the press announcement.)

Ah well, let them have their fun. Just remember, an enemy's enemy might
be considered a friend in some circles, but that doesn't mean we have to
invite him out to the beach for the weekend.

http://www.datalounge.com/datalounge/gossip/index.html ?record=20177 8/31/02
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WAL LIFE O'Reilly Fending Off Conservative Critics
RESTAURANTS
READER REVIEWS  Though he eschews the label himself, Bill O'Reilly has ridden to fame for views
SO CAL GUIDE that appeal to conservative viewers of Fox News Channel, where his show "The
THEATER & DANCE  O'Reilly Factor” airs. So some of them were caught by surprise--and angered--
TV & RADIO when he gave an interview to the gay-themed magazine the Advocate
PRINT EDITION supporting gay rights and recommending that "fanatical" anti-gay activists be
Today's Calendar ignared, o
Moming Report
Sunday Calendar Postings on an Internet Web site operated by Concerned Women for America, bt
Buy Tickets Online for example, suggested O'Reilly was confused on the issue and was an example el
Submit Events "of the American Christian who does not know what God's word said." &
Advertise With Us i
PARTNERS O'Reilly used his show Thursday night as a platform to respond to the critics.
" vindigo "My stance is simple,” he said. "We're all Americans here. Nobody should be
discriminated against. I'll leave it to God to figure out who's going to hell and
: who isn't. I'm not qualified, and nobody else on Earth is either.”
LAP g
12 )it ] More Americans Sit in Front of the Tube

M' The national TV audience will grow again next week, as Nielsen Media Research
issues revised population estimates for the 2002-03 television season.

VARKETPLACE The pool of U.5. viewers, age 2 and over, is now pegged at 272 million, up
slightly more than 2 million (or less than 1%) compared to the previous TV

classifieds and - .- con. The number of households with television also rose, to 106.7 million

. CRraats MOT® " from 105.5 million. Each rating point represents 1% of that total.
« Cars
* Homes Nielsen revises its estimates annually based on research and census data.
* Rentals Population growth over the years has helped offset steady losses by the major
* Newspaper Ads networks in terms of the percentage of viewers they reach.
* Times Guides
. Hf:c!,rclt:r.cum THE ARTS
latimes.com
The World Another Guggenheim on Gehry's Project List?
The Nation
California First New York City and Venice. Then Berlin and Bilbao. Can another
B Guggenheim be far behind?
Politics
fp";“ : Frank O. Gehry & Assaciates, the Los Angeles-based firm behind the Bilbao
Tra:w:r ogy project, has been approached to build a similar site near the Leath docks in

Edinburgh, Scotland. A representative of the firm told the newspaper the

Editorials, Op-Ed Scotsman that the area "was appropriate if a Guggenheim were to be

hitp://www.calendarlive.com/printedition/calendar/mreport/cl-et-mom3 1aug3 1 .story 9/1/02
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By Gregary Micharly

st @ lon af people vsed 1otk
he wus. And he doesa’c mrind one hit.

The mistake fufks made about his sexual:
ity stoms frivm ikbe fact thar he didn’ aeeey
unti! he was 46, he says,

i suire that people said 1 was gay be-
couse 1 dkln's get marrded vntil very Be in
life,” the Fox Nows hochead tells the gay
mikgazing Fhe Advecaie, *| don't care what
they sav about me. Feouldit care leas™

Even more bizarre, the conservalive
newnie says: CIn foen D wish | were gay. 1d
get o lod more froe meals, (1K Samebody
lake ME ooi to the mawiies enve inawhile.”

In realine, (FRelly, 53, 5 o devoted famih
eraan, Hat and s wife Manreen, 35, o public re
tations executive, izve 3 3vear-old dinghier
sl B 1w Doseg Isbarnl suibarh of New York.

His sirong support of gy rghes, melading
gay athepriod, los sane fmily vohues groups
up i arms hat OCRelly — & devout Catholic
— refiises 1o clam wp,

It's gays and lesbians who ought th Leep
thedr mouths shiag he says, “1've arver wne
derspost winy wayone would want 6 2l the
veorltd swhan their sexaal preference is.” he

e o i
ERL'S some straighe mik " [
fram popolar pundic Bil ’ ’
TVHelly — hp's %07 EDY, -

sabew "I o oie"s besamess bl dheir own
X York's gay pride parode is offensive,
15 fodsdish, it cosint smpradoctive and it hacks
lashes against voun,” he tokis the g@v moag

“The probdein with hamosesimls is, there's
o [eelmng anviag, some beaders thal ihey fipve
1o force people (o accept thitm. My think-
I es: Whs waste vanr thme? You're never
going o cot throwgh e

T¥Reilly's felusal to copdemts Cavs o pe-
Hgsimes groonds has sparked on outharst of
ertticksm from sionned condervabives,

“DReifby makes his bving using a hard-
mivsed, 18k E=0o-Erisme e AP t i i im-
lerviews, and that's why menple love his
shirw,” davs Dymald Wildmon, chalrmon of
the American Famiiv Asssciation.

=Rl he erossed the line,

‘There's oo nesi to by elting do the mil-
licwrs ol Amsericins whi beleve in che Bk, ”

on't expeet antupoioen (V' Ritly to hack
down, thongh,

“BEN s hie own o man.” BAVE A0 AEE0CiALE.
"Nt o pnnservalive at heart, bul Be ee-
wives the right 10 keep ponple pusssingt™

E{F.]_Fmrnzl:;;:n:]:nmnr Bill 0 Reilly bs a strung soppocies ol gay rights




All about Randy

I just wanted to appland Queer as
Folk's Randy Harrison for enriching
the all-oo-small ranks of actors whio

are starting their carcers by bravely |

betng out from day one | *Randy Gets
Real,” September 17
I e that other yourg actors ot
there can read his interview and be
emboldened by his example; clearly
be's maot sufTerings forr it
Anthony Rapp, New York, N ¥

“| applaud Randy Harrison
for enriching the all-too-
mmumm
are out from day one.”

—ANTHONY RAPP. New: York, NF.

I doubt that an Advocale inlerviewer
would ignore a meist reference by a
white subject or a heterosexist asser-
tion by a straight person. So | was
surprised when you overlooked
Runudy Harrison's misogynist remmeark
about some actors being oo “pussy”™
tes esomee out. Hopefully, Mr. Hrison
will grow up to realize et n hateful
slur against any oppressed group
buerts him as well,

Jim McKinley-Ounkes, Charioffesville, Vi,

The 0’Reilly factor

I was totally astonished by the in-
terview with Bill O'Reilly [*Bill
OReilly Really Likes You,” Septem-
ber 17). He's in favor of gay rights,
bt we shouald just shit wup aboat 07
Come on, Bill, would youo have sadd
to Martin Luther King Ir., “I'm in
favor of equal rights, but do you
have (o march?

Mo social change is made without
honesty and visihility. Unfomunately,
it's when these two things occur that
conservatives reply with such lodi-
crouss statements as his.

Bob Poshedley, Twinsbury, Ofio

As soon as | findshed lughing, 1 had
1o write and ask, Hos writer Michael
Giliz ever listened to O'Redlly's syndi-
cated radio show? My giess would be
i T listen to i dally, One of his fist
shows dealt with gay nuuriage. One
of (VReilly's comments was, =If we
pass this, the next thing you know,
wie'll have guys wanting to many has-
set hounds.” Tolerant? When |
E-muailed him and ook him to tisk on
this, he read my E-amad] on the adr and
replhicd, “You will never receive parity.

Never! You are promioting an altemsa-
tive lifestyle.” Altemative? What's my
wltermative? To live a complcte Lie by
marrying a woman and having chil-
dren? Hardly an altermative.

In your interview O Reilly states,
*T've never understood why any-
one. . wonld want to el the world
what their sexual preference is,”
then a few sentences lnter he stagtes,
“1 dieln't get married until very late in
lifee” Married? Thie act still reserved
strictly for heterosexuals? Maybe he
didn't tell the world, but he did tell
overy Advooale render examctly what
his squmlity s

I wish the gay medin would stop
gobbling up these false morsels of
tolerance tossed (o us by these con-
servatives so we won't boyveott thedr
adhvertisers. When b says “Shuat up,”
my interpretation is, *Look, 've
given you your interview, ['ve said
what vou wanl 1o hear—which lsn't
necessanly what | believe—so now
will you plesse sl up!™

Mark G. Poirier, Buston, Mass

1 liked your article on Bill O'Reilly,
and [ agree with him: Shut up. Just

shut up. As a gay man, | am tired of
seeing the “victimized” types in the
community who think everyone has
to accept him or her, If you accept
yoursell, you don't need validation
from those outside you. Coming out
to people s merely a ploy to come
to terms with yoursell; you want
others to accept you s0 you can fiee]
normal. If you don't think you're
normal, then vou're uneducated—
clear amd simple.

Greg Wirth, Sootisdale, Ariz

Bill O'Redlly really likes me? Are you
kidding? It is hard o tell if he is that
desperute for ratings as o be solicii-
ing the gay commumity or if he really
believes his nonsensical opinions.
He wishes to come across as the
“evervman,” Mr. Common Sense, a
*nuis-and-bolis guy®" telling it
“straight” with no spin, but strip off
the thin vencer of gruffl fmnkness
that gives the semblance of logic
andd you have wrongheaded idiocy,
O'Reilly comes out for gay equality?
Telling gay people to be quiet is not
supporting us, We would have no
equal rights at all and still be in the
False safidy of our closets following
that kind of advice. The day O'Reilly
doesn’t intermug the people on his
show and truly listens to someone
instead of always thinking of the
next thing to say is the day Tl “shot
up” (whatever the hell that may
mean or entall) about being gay.

Dunne Boyer, Los Angeles, Calif

Bill O'Reilly s among the new hateh
of seemingly LGBT-fdendly conser-
vatives who caury thedr *live and let
live™ motto as a banner for the
American way of life. When in
American history has remaining
silent about inequality ever pro-
duced change? This Is not the way
Amenican political life works, and he
knows it His twoleranee of homosex-
uals clearly does nol mean accep-
tance, O'Reilly says he does not un-
derstand why anyone would talk
about their sexual odentation and
that it is “no one's business but

| yours.” While this may be true,

(O'Reilly speaks from a position of
heterosexunl privilege (Lo add to his
white male privilege), where sex-

THE sOVOCATE | o |
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uadity is not important because it s
issumed. He does not have to worry
about talking about his private life
because it will not be used to deny
him hasic civil rights. If O'Reilly and |
others like him (including many gay
conservatives) truly find gay pride
offensive, foolish, and counterpro- |
ductive, then they should decon-
struct the system that makes hetero-
sexuality invisible and therefore |
"normal” while making homosexu-
ality visible and “abnormal *

Matthew Nelson, Columibus, i
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Une entrevue étonnante dans
Etats-Unis - Média Joa =

Par - Eve Sponger [29-08-2002]

Selon le journaliste indépendant (et ex-Républicain) John Aravosis, le
magazine américain The Advocate publiera dans son prochain
numéro, en kiosque aux Etats-Unis le 3 septembre, un entretien avec
Bill O'Reilly, présentateur vedette de I'émission The O'Reilly Factor
sur Fox News, émission a trés grande écoute (l'audience dépasse
souvent celle de Larry King) ol les gays et les lesbiennes, les
Démocrates et tout ce qui tend & pencher vers la gauche en prend
réguliérement pour son grade. Bill O'Reilly est conservateur et fier de
I'étre, ce qui fait de lui le chouchou de |a droite américaine.

Mais pas de la droite religieuse, et pour cause: dans 'entretien accordé a
Michae! Giltz, Bill O'Reilly se prononce pour lgé manage des couples de
mema saxa (<\Vous voulez vous maners Allez a Las Vegas et prenaz du
bon temps, S vous réussissez a faire changer ca, j& ne sauteral pas
partout &n disant gue je crois que c'est mal parce gue c'est faux.=) &l
gualifig, &4 mots couverts, les extramistes raligieux tels gue Jerry Falwell
de =fanatiqgues=

{=20% des Americains s& moquent de ce que vous faites

10 &

yont des fanatigues.») E

http://fugues.vortex.qc.ca/main.cfm?p=100&Article ID=1403
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