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COOLEST STRAIGHT PEOPLE

Cate
Blanchett

QUEEN OF COOL

She’s heen Kate Hepburn and Queen Elizabeth and
Galadriel. In I'm Not There, the great Cate Blanchett
steps across the gender divide to play Bob Dylan—
and reminds us that however we try to catch her,
she'll always be a step ahead By Michael Giltz

$0 AS FAR AS OUT DIRECTOR TODD HAYNES 1S CONCERNED,
calling Cate Blanchett the coolest straight woman of 2007
isan understatement. “She’s just so cool she calls ‘straight’
completely into question,” he laughs. “You can quote me
on that.”

Haynes caught the full force of Blanchett’s mojo as
she prepared to play a character modeled on Bob Dylan
in Haynes’s new movie I’'m Not There. “I knew in my gut

physically that it was going to be startling and effective,”
says Haynes from his home in Portland, Ore, “I knew she
would actually look like Dylan. But it’s not until you stand
opposite her in complete costume. The first time she put it
all on, T went to see her in her trailer and we both just sat
there staring at each other.”

We can relate. Cate Blanchett takes our breath away.
She defies the categories by which we measure smaller
stars. She’s brilliant enough to take on Queen Elizabeth I
and Bob Dylan in a single moviegoing season. She’s mys-
terious enough to make us believe her in both roles. What
can we say? She’s cool.

When I meet her, Blanchett is both pleased and amused
to receive The Advocate’s recognition. “I heard I was going
to be the coolest straight person. How kind!” she says.
“There’s a lot of us to choose from.”

Our conversations take place in New York City, where =
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“At school I was
always cast as aman.
My gender has always
been the last thing
that I've thought
about. | don’t think

of myself as female,
male, hermaphrodite,

or whatever.”

1999’s Pushing Tin] which on the page
wasn’t much of a role. But it was a chal-
lenge for me. It was playing an Ameri-
can and playing someone completely
outside my experiences and it was very
different from Elizabeth.”

She spent the next 10 years nailing
everything from a marvelous sup-
porting role as a hapless heiress in The
Talented Mr. Ripley (with Matt Damon
as a gay-ish killer) to her Oscar-winning
turn as lesbian icon Katharine Hepburn
in The Aviator.

For Haynes, Blanchett’s smaller

ve been as fascinating as the
stroke triumphs. “I almost couldn’t

e I [ N P, |

believe it was the same person in Mr.
Ripley as in Elizabeth,” he says. “Of
course, Cate can just carry any film that
she leads. But when she’s in a smaller
role there’s always an element of genu-
ine surprise about what she does.”

Her next queenly role after Eliza-
beth was the elf Galadriel in the Lord of
the Rings trilogy. Blanchett has joked
that she took the part so she could
wear pointy ears (a prop she report-
edly kept). She’s that rare actor who can
play a working-class hero or a mon-
arch. I wonder: Which is the real Cate,
the ordinary joe or the queen? “When
you've got two children, you can hardly
say that you're the center of attention,”
Blanchett rejoins.

Her on-screen interaction with gay
characters has been pungent. As the

t of Judi Dench’s affec-
tion in 2006's riveting Notes on a Scandal,
Blanchett delivers the rejection to end all
rejections. (“You think this is a love af-
fair? A relationship?” she roars, her voice
dripping with disgust. “You want to roll
around the floor like lovers? You want to
fuck me, Barbara?”) “It was a lot of fun,”
Blanchett says of shooting the scene.

“Tt was huge fun. The only thing I was
wortied about—Judi’s a powerhouse, but
I worried about slamming her inito the
bookcase a thousand times.”

Offscreen, of course, Blanchett’s got
all the gay connections yow'd expect
from a lifetime in the theater. After she -
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