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ovels about the theater are
usually written with poison
pens. They brim with malice
or af least delicions gles in sat
irizing a tiny, insular world
that's melodramatic and over-the-top.
But in Christopher Bram's too-gentle
new novel, frestmted plgywrights, cot-
tinge crities, and selfabsorted actors in-
spire only empathy and good-natured
ribbing from the anthor of Father aof
Frinkenstein—ihe novel on gy direc-
tor James Whale that became the
Csenr-winning flm Cods and Monsfers,
Caleby Dovle is a miseruble writer
whose neew play has bombesd he anwit-
tingly shuwres a therapist with Kenneth
Prager, the second-string critie for The
Newir Yok Times who vipped his play to
ghreds but likes the new musical
Tomn & Gferry (a spin on the Preston
Sturges classic The
Palm Beach
Stary), which
slars oiil Brit-
ish wetor Henry
Lewse, who is
smitten  with
Doyli's mecently
dumpedd hﬂ'_\'-
friend, Toby,
and hns Dovle's
sister, Jossie, for
N nesistant.
None of this
is terribly mad-

Cap or piercing,
and nt the predictable
firuadi=—an hinthdoy porty for Dovie—
Briun folows too closely the edict that
ir o gun is introdoced i the st act, i
st go off in the third
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