GAY-STRAIGHT ALLIANCE

FILMMAKERS SCOTT McGEHEE AND
DAVID SIEGEL MIX GAY AND STRAIGHT
VIEWPOINTS—AND AN EXPLICIT VIDEO-
TAPE—TO UPDATE A CLASSIC TALE

v Siegel and Scatl McCabes aren’} the first dio te direct 2
mamse fogether—they're part of 2 trend Hat ncludes Jeel and
Etham Goen, the Polish brothers, and otfers. But they may be
the andy successhl team comprising one g2y codirecter (McGebee) and
one who's siraight (Segal). And they're Bely the only partners who'l
$ell you they began this way because (hey Sdn't knaw any belter,
“It started with Scott and me, out of ignorance,” says Siegel The
fwa of them sal down with e Advocate while they were promating
The Dee End at the Canmes Film Festival in May. “We didn't go to film
school, and we knew nothing about film production at all.™
Since they've writien all their scripts logether—starting in 1990
with  shior! bomage Lo Alfred Hilcheoch's The Birds and contising
thwough ther scclammed first featore, Sutore—directing topether
seemed natural a well. Obwisarsdy, the teamwork &5 paymg off. Vanely
calls their $1.5 milbon The Deep Find “alriorbing™ and “beautifully
made,” and il has won swards of Sondance and accolades ot Cannes.
I biws opelatid U drama, Siegel and McCehes's suitch of the child
from a dasghter 19 2 choseted iy son grabe laday's andenci—rope-
cially in the scome where 3 blackmader (Goran Yisnjic of £ shows
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Dbwigardy, it's one g to be (odd your son & g2y and quite another
to siee iL. “We Lalked a lol sbout bow much of that vides 1o show,” sap3
McGehee. “You could just show Tida's reaction; the key to the scene is
whal's going on with her. But we Eought it was really important o have
the audience absa confront the image of that [7-year-old bay having gay
sex, sharing a little bit of what Ube mother's geing through.”

The filmmakers faced challenges of their vwm in shooting the scene,
which shaws their young leading man being penetrated and lvng il
“Jomatham Tucker had to be 18 to do something fike thal,” says Siegel,
“But Jonathan wasn'l going to tirn 18 wntil hathway throagh our shool
Sa we had o schedule around his birthday.”

Tocker, who's helerosenual, took plenty of goed-natured risbing be-
fore the camerm actually roled. “Ow the set,” Siepel recalls, “everyone
was poing. Hey, Jonathan, it's coming up mext week!™ = ‘Gonna be 2
man!"" adds 2 deadpan Mclebee.

Stil, both directors agree, the young actor fook the sceae n
siride—with sse exceplion. Soys Seeget “He munaged (s call bis gl
Iriend three tmes i the course of shoobng the scene.” —Michoed ity
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