


until she was 8 and then bounced
around the homes of relatives and
boarding schools, Chin remembers at-
tending strict Catholic schools where
“we were a sea of white uniforms amd
white skirts and blue ties and brown
shoes and brown socks.”

It wasn't a pro-gay atmosphere, Lo
sy the least. “l grew up in a world
where queermness is not just taboo but
a horrific taboo,” say Chin. “I just
never considered it. Then | happened
into college and happened onto a
woman and happened into bed and
happened into an orgasm. When peo-
ple ask me ‘How did you come to be
queer? | say I didn't know that | was
queer and 1 didn't know that [ wasn'L
Think of being queer as Paris. 1 always
knew | would visit Paris, but [ never
considered moving there. Until [ went
there and 1 said, "My God! Paris is kind
of cool” I promptly applied for citizen-
ship papers.”

Realizing she was tono “loudmouthed”
to keep safiely quiet about her sexuality,
Chin moved to the United States in the
summer of 1867, She followed a woman
into the Nuyorican Cafi—a center for
the poetry contests known as “slams,”
Entramced, Chin went onstage (o read a
Journal eniry. That led to more readings
and to Chin's being urged to create a
One-worman show,

Even her kinked, teased-up hair is a
showstopper, adding a good foot to the
tiny Chin's 5-foot 3-Inch stature. Off-
singe, people can't help but stare—uand
not always kindly. That's where
groupies and the sexual charge from
performance come in handy.

“So much of the real world feeds mo
the enengy that who | am—the parts of
who [ am—are not beautiful," says Chin,
“50 it's very flantering. very assuring. It
amsures me that I'm jiggy when my fans
are lusting after me.”

Chin's most immesdiate challenge is
how to transmute her energy into actu-
ul change. “[Broadway] is the ant world,
where we reach a lol of people and cre-
aie ideas. But ideas don't change laws,
What changes laws is the marches and
the talks and the galvanizing of peo-
ple.... When you go standing shoulder
o shoulder with people who are doing
the sume work and not getting half the
nccolades for it, then you realize how
lucky you are and how important it is
for you to keep speaking out.” B
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