What's up, Dr. Phil?

Oprah Winfrey’s pal Dr. Phil |

McGraw insists he’s more

upen-mi_ndéd on gay

issues than his daytime-TV |

predecessor, Dr. Laura

By Michael Giltz

Oprah Winfrey's favorite relationship
guri gets his own talk show this fall,
courfesy of her production company
and Paramount TV, But while Dr.
Phillip McGrw shanes a title with Dr.
Laura Schiessinger—unlike Schles-
singer, MeGraw s actually qualified o
disprerise piviee, thinks 1o 4 degres in
psychology from North Texas State
University—Ius hewrt I8 clearly inoa dif-
ferent ploce when it comes to gay and
lesshinn relationships.

D, Phil—whose blunt confronta-
tions and unsparing assessments on
Chprrete et Move couples 10 tears—is
i U bkt of tapdng “practic o shows
before his solo show debuls in Septem-
ber. He says the shows are going so
werll, they might even air as urigm:t!
I"I_':_"HHL-‘\

Puit how will those shows deal with
gays arwld lesbinns? Does Dr. Phil pet 7
Will gy anid leshinns b invisible, as
has usually been the case in his Tues-
by semenis on Chprah?

‘It hasn't come up oo much on
Chpreehy, bt gays el lesbians face the
s fssues evervone else does,” savs
D, Phil. *And, hopefully, they'll be a
paurt af the show in general, [ folly ex-
et e intend for that o happen.”

So while every segment could con-
cebvably involve a quecr eouple or indi-
vidual, what about segments dealing
specilically with GLBT concems and
protlemsT “We'll foous on thelr issues
in particular,” promises Dr. Phil, though
e sl segimenis e ws yel s fufuibisd.
Whesti sesboodd I Parsamoumit vettesd him to
make sure Dr. Phil falls within the
malnstresun on gy ssoes (surely they
woullldnt muake the sume mistakes they

made with Dr. Laura}, he tacitly ngrees
they were no fools; They combed
through his professiond reconds, pub-
lic statements, books, and so on to see
whene b stood on all sons of topics

One segmeni that is scheduled is
aboutl parenis and teens dealing with
sexnality. What would Dy, Phil say if a
mother were worried her son wis gay
and didn't know whether o confron
him or try and foree him o join the
high school foothall team?

“Get him a testosterone boost?" he
ehrawls armisingly. *1 think there is still
a bot of education thal nesds o be done
with this generation and previous gen-
erations about the gay orentation. A ol
of people still believe it's o choloe.”

What about gay adoption” “The sex-
ual orentation of the couple Irying (o
adopt a child wouldnt be in the top 10
of questions [ would ask,” says Dr. Phil,
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who is married with two sons. "lt
We've
asked Rosie O'Dommel] (o come on and

wouldn't even be on the list

help us educate people about those s
sues and let us lend our support o
what she's trying (o do to extend the
righits of gay and lesbinn couples (o
adopt children. | believe strongly in
what she's dolng, and | want to lend my
platfiorm 1o helping her, I you see her,
tell her to come.”

The bottom line? With comments
like that, D, Phil's biggest problem al
this outset won't e angry activists but
rather the task of giving his show
warmth and balance that Oprah Win-
frey provided with ease. Says Dr, Phil
“She's imeplaceable.” &

(rill= iz a !}ra!ur' contrilalor i
severnd periodionls, inoluding the
New York Post.



