The'cast of Neleas G1f, ingluding Edward Hibbert (in khakd suit, second from right), Peter Eallagher (far i1}, and Patti LuPone (with sardires, center)

t h e ater

Hibbert on

cior Edward Hibbert is appear-

ing in the hit Broadway revival

of Nodsges OfF, o comedy abom

the performance of a tired

farce that goes hormibly wrong.
So it's ondy naturnl tat overything in his
own life is poing right.

Hibbert, 45, has a recaming role on
NBC's Frosier as the snooty [ood critic
(il Chesterton; first-class stage credits,
including Paul Rudnick's Jeffrey and
O=car Wilde In Gross Indascency: a hot
second career o8 a literory agent, with
clients like Chuck Painhnink (Fight
Clnh) and Christopher Bram (Father of
Frankenstein, which begat Gods and
Monsters), and a new romance with a
lhandsome, younger screenwriler.

And every night in Noises Off he
plays Frederick Fellowes, a vain but
minor actor who struggles to maintain
his dignity while al one point hopping up
stalrs with his pants arcund his ankles

and brandishing a plate of sardines

Working on the show dfter September
11 was both difficudt and healing for Hib-
bert, who knows New York aodiences
reilly need the release of a comedy.
*We're the antidote to anthroe,™ he sys
Born in New York City, Hibbert
mived (o England when he was 2 and
subsequently attended n boarding
schoal, Acting was always in the cards.
AL e 11,7 he says, "1 tumesd my moth-
er and father's back garden into an
apen-air theater I wrote and starmed in
my own production of The Fairy For-
esf, In which 1 played Sparkle Eyves,

| prince of the fides.”

He studied at the BEoyval Academy of
Drmunatic Arts and broke into film with a
small part In Britanniac Hospiinl, n
satire of Brtish health care starving Mal-
colm MeDowell. *I spent my first day
with n surgical mask on, staring down o
Malcolm MeDowell's penis,” says Hib-
bert. *1 [later] reminded him, ‘Madealm, 1

met your penis and then | met you.'"
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Out actor Edward Hibbert talks about the
Noises Off revival, his side career as an agent,
and the hest antidote to anthrax By Michael Giltz

The two actors met again in a shon-fived
ABC revival of Farifasy sl

Though Hibbert fell into his agenting
career almost by accident—"-T need to
be incredibly busy,” he says—he's
worked steadily as an openly gay
actor. Stll, for 8 man raised in the
United Kingdom, the love that onee
dared not speak its name can still be
guite discreet,

“I haven't had that sit-cown with my
family, partly because they're in En
gland and partly because it's never
come up,” says Hibbert. 1 think in En-
gland it's not the same. I's unspoken
but understood. Still, I've been seeing
someone now for the last seven months,
and I've been enjoying it greatly, 've
been thinking: I this continues, then |
would have every intention of taking
him over to meet the family,” B

Cride= werrles fon ||'Il'.l'i|'.'qll.'r'-'|.ll.'\- ereclnd g
thie New .'|-| ik Post

i
T
i3
E
i |
i
)

LERRTE APRED



