UT DIRECTOR Gus
Van Sant seored a
o upeset at the

Cannes Film Festival,
winning the Loy pre—

the Palme d'Or—as well as
thee directing nod for his
Colwmibine-tnsgrned drmon
Elepleand. He also gumervad
a press windfall by upset-

THE

| ting viewers with o scene
in which the two yvoung
Kkillers muake out in a show-
o1 before heading off for
the massacTe

Thee S-vear-old director

(Crood Will Huanting) tokd
The Advocate Ut te iden
for the two killers 1o kiss
“just came to me” while he

ADVOCATE

REPORT

Kissing for Golumbine

was writing, =1 wrole it as,
they're poing to die within
an hour, The kiss is coming
out of a1 son of st-minute
It dhowsn't matter what we
o, I've niever kissed any-
body” thing. [ know that it's
avery by scene.”

Friends encouraged him
to keep the kiss despite

Elephanfs Elias McConneli,

Van Sanl, Alex Frost, and lohn
Robinson in Cannes; the direclor
(insel) wins the Palme d'0r

the risk that the killers
nuighit bee labeled “Nazi fag-
gots” “It's hard o take
things out of a movie be-
cese youi e alfrakd of sim-
pler olservations,” Van
Sant said, dismissing con-
demnation by the PC po-
lice, “Becase then you're
Just dumbing it down.”
Though the cast of un-
knowms were all noroc-
tors, the film also endured
criticism for featuring und-
formly sttractive teenagers.
I guess [ do bend the
rules becaiise I'm picking
peogalie whio e alluring,”
Van Sant cdmitted, langh-
ing. “I am casting people
thast 'm conmecting (o,
thinking that they're sort of
arvEting arl beautilful
charncters, So s rue. 'm
playing into that conven-
oy, which 1 don't like, B
I haman, T guoess”
Michaal €rilt=




