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ritish-chat-show host (zra-

ham Norton hoad & hard time

coming out. Not as a gay

man==all the friends he

made at school just as-

sumed he was gay, and
eventually so did he. °1 didn't come
out, | drifted out,” says Norton, the
host of the wildly popular Friday night
comedy inlk show So frafiam Norfon
and the unofficial face of the United
Kingdom's Channel 4

But Norton had a very hard time
coming oul as a gay man who's cunp.
*Camp is very much seen as a bad
thing, becanse we all aspire to the
sexul ideal of the straight guy,” says
Norton, speaking to The Advocate in
his first interview with the American
gay press, °1 found that really hard, ac-
cepting that | am quite camp. But
there's a notural lightness, a feyness
to some people, and [ don’t know how
that happens, You can meet your 12-
vear-old nephew, and you just kind of
think, "Mmm-houm.” And suddenly he's
asked for a pink bicyele with a basket
for Christmas.”

The 3T-year-old Norton has no prob-
lem embracing cunp now, After all, he
sensibly points out, what's the alterna-
tive? “How many [camp] people do
you know in their 40s and their 50s
who will say, "No one ot work knows™
Where do you work, the Helen Keller
Institute? Because they must.”

Moron's clal show sullers from no
such delusions. [t's packed with gay
ieons like Joan Collins (who Tondbed o
leather glove while chatting with a
leather fetishist on the phone), Bea
Arthur (who gamely talked to a “pedal
parmper,” o ma aroused by revving car
engines), and Grace Jones (who tred (o
match up underwenr with the audience
mesnbers who ownesd the garments).

The show also fentures a lot of surf-
ing the Web for sex sites and placing
prank phone calls to places like the
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tourism board for Wel Beaver Creek,
Ariz. (“I've never visited Wet Beaver
mysell,” Norton sald to the unsuspect-
ing employee. “Friends have, and they
say it's fantastic!™)

He's nanghty but not crass, with
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the humor always on the gentle
side—he doesn'l got laughs ot the ox-
pense of others. He spends most of
his time being shocked by what oth
ers say rather than trying to say
something shocking himself. And that

™ v

- el -

e namn - ; ¥ § FEy
LITLG SRS, J : L A



When out TV talk-show host Graham
Norton camps it up with the likes of
Joan Collins and Grace Jones, the

U.K. loves to watch By Michael Giltz

CORATERT ERANNLL 4 TERERIRIEN. LUNDEE
tactic is paying off
“He's our big star,” says Matt Baker,
hisad of press for Channel 4. “So Gro-
ham Norton does so well for us. He
gets one of our biggest audiences of the
wiek at 11 o'clock on Friday night.”

That's why Norton wis just the focus
of a bididing war between the BBC, ITV,
and Channel 4, with one offer from the
BHC reportedly being a two-year deal
wuorth 55 million. Norton re-upped with
Channel 4, and his show will produce a
hefty 36 episodes this year, meaning
hell be on the alr almost every weelk
How did Chiannel 4 keep him?

“We pointed out to Graham that he
wouldn't be abile 1o do the things he
likes on the BBC," says Baker. “[In
19948], he helped our viewers great the
millennitm by having o woman firing
a Ping-Pong ball from her vaginga.”

Other big plans include a possible
remake of the Gérard Depardien-
Andie MacDowell comedy ffreen
Card, this time based on Graham's
travails getting residency rights for
Scott, his American boyfriend of five
years. Jonathan Harvey (scripter of
Beautiful Thing) is working on a
dmaft. Possible tde? Pink Cand

Growing up in County Cork, Ire-
landd, a8 a Protestant in g predominent-
ly Catholic neighborhood, Noron did-
n't evien realize st first that he was gay,
much less camp. He thought the rea-
son he felt different was that he was
Protestant. *It was only when [ left Ire-
lared that [ realized, Oh, it wasn't the
Protestant thing,”” says Norton. “T'm
stll marching out of time,”

Happily, despite the “natural light-
ness” Norton has always had, he was-
o't bullied at school. *1 was kind of the
funny ane,” he explaing. “This & a ter-
rible thing to say, and I probably
shouldn’t. But 1 don’t think people are
bullied for being gay or being fal or
whatever, [i's Just people sense weak-
ness and people sense fear, So you can
be absolutely nothing (o pick on at
all—I mean, the people who were
being bullied al my school, you just
thought, “Why are they being bullied?
There's o big pool over here; there's
the fat girl over there,'

“But 1 think it's just unhappy kids
gt bullied. And it fecds off itsell. 1 re-
member my mother—she's very
hard—and her big thing was, ‘Never
react.” She sent me 0 primary school
when | was 4 or 5, and she just drilled
this into my hesd: “Don't react.””

Being the funny one, Noron em-
braced drama classes and—after drop-
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ping out and being a hippie in San
Francisco in the eardy 80s (OK, s0 he
wis o little Eate}—hit the comedy cir-
cuit doing an act with “naughty” titles
like The Karen Carponler Bar and
Grill and Mother Tervsa of Calcutia,
the Farewell Tour,

That bisd tix stinits o e shows and
finally 1o Norton's All About Eve-like
burst into stardom. He was asked (o
substitute ot the st minote on the chat
show of comic Jack Docherty and per-
formisd so swimmingly that Norton be-
cime g huge sensatlon, oven getting
nominated for “Hest Neweomer™ the
saumie year as Dochisrty,

"It was an egey evening,” says Nor-
ton, lughing *We were on the same
table at the awards show, and we were
nomminated for the same awand—him
for his show, me for his show. The
good thing was, it did save me from
mysell. T'd never won a prizge before,
s0 ['d [otherwise] have gone hysterical
if I'd won." Norton did win, and he re-
calls, 1 had to keep quite subdied. 1
couldn’t run around the room sersun-
ing, ‘T won a prize! 1 won a prige!” | had
to go, “Yeah, yeah. [s really nice”

But in o twist that would have em-
barrassed even Eve Harrngton, Norton
didn't thank Docherty—or anyone else
who worked on the show—Tlor his
lucky break. *1 didn't,” says Norton,
putting his hand 1o his mouth in mock
astonishment at his thoughtlessness.
(That look of abashed delight s practi-
cally his trademark.) *1 didn't thank
anyone on the show, No one. | was
thanking friends, people I'd worked in
restaurants withe. I'd forgotten, maybe,
why | was getting the prize.”

And practice doesn't make perfect.
When Norton wion an award last Vr,
he bought evervone onstage so he
wouldn't forget to thank them and
then prompily forgot some of their
names, “In the end, you ean't help bt
offend. Best not to win prizes,” he
Jokes. “People feel sorry for you, and
yvou haven't offendsd anvone.” W

(riltz is a regqular contrililor (o
several periodicals, including the
New York Posi.
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yhiness, a feyness to some people, and | don’t know how that happens.”
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