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The Turkish director of the popular coming-out film
Steamtalks about his new film, His Secret Life, already
a hit in Ialy By Michael Giltz

urkish-borm i director Feran
COlgpeterk has turned crossing
culiures inlo a signaiure siyle.
His first movie, the surprise in-
ternational hit Stewm, was one
af the fow films about Turkey o be e
lesased b the Undted States and perhaps
the only Turkish llm that revolves
aronind an lialisn gy man's coming-oui.
Crpetek’s Intest flm, His Socred Life,
crosses gny and straight cultures within
his adopted home of Taly=—where il
has bevome another unexpected aodi-
ence [vonte.

“The distributors here in [taly sadd,
W'l dlistribsiates i, bant wee don't think i
will b 5 succiss," ™ says the openly gay
director through a treslator, on the sk
phaore froemn Roeme. =Bt moore than 2 mdl-
fiom preopile saw it—md for Iady, for an
Ttadiuy filon, that's o big success. And hayv-
ing people talk aboul it debate aboit i,
changye their ideas bermesse of it that wis
thee Digtstest. supcoe=s.”

A subtle drama thit marks a leap in
quality for Ozpetek, His Secret Life 15
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about amiddle-class widow (Margheriia
Buy ) who discovers her lnte hsband
had a parallel exisience with a male
lover nuued Michele (Stefano Accors )
Omnee thie shoek wenirs off, shee finids bher-
sell flling in love with the world of this
young man and his extended cirele of
former lovers and fumboyant friends.

The film's porirayal of this tighi-knil
group-—with its casuanl inclusion of all
varieties ol sexuality—wns new (o linl
s sucliences. “I's not conmumon (0 see o
family like that in Daly,” Ospetek says.
“Michele's family s not a blood Gundly
bt o funily where someone can chioose
his redatives”

Although no widows have been pogs-
png up on Oepetek’s doorsten, His Se
cref Life is clearly a deeply persanal
work for the director, [t was filmed in
the Roman neighborhiood where he's
tivied fow e past 26 yoors, and Michele's
apartmerd wies [illesd with itenes froom the
homes of the director’s real-life friemds.

Inddewsed, the film's chosen fanily mir-

| rors Cipetek's own, which developaed
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Young Turk in old Rome

during a 20-year relationship that has
sineo ended. Although he has a new
bowtriend, T hove a big Gunily aroome] me
bt | kept o relationship with every-
o from tha time,” Oepetek s "Al a
ceriun moment 0 the life of a man, yoo
dhon't hawwes b eloses e relationships, you
Tave v open them up,” Meaning o sexi-
ally oo nelatonship? “Noot like thad,” e
savs. O fover and many mends ™

The members of Ozpetek’s blood
faumily—all of whom are still in
Turkey—are his allies as well, *My
Gamily loves my films" he says, point-
ing out that his iwo brothers (he also
has o sister) have produced or distrib-
uted his last iwo movies in their
homeland. (Ozpetek's second ilm,
Havem Suare, wias il released in the
United States. )

Ciepetek loves shooting movies so
maely, e says that when he's consumesd
with one project the only way he can
relax is io think aboul other movies he
miight make in the feure. He st now
b planning films number 5 and G, then,
sinee ns we speak he has just beguan
filming his fourth Gim, The Qpposite
Windone in Rome, the story of a young
married couple who belriend an old
Jewish man

"Hut there is alwavs something [in
my [Hlms] about homosexuality,” he
promises. “In the movies, | (st saw
something aboul the gay world in the
John Huston film Reflections in
Groddlen Ege. Not just that movie, but
eviery oni | saw after that with o gay
charcter, | thought the movies weren't
fair—the gay chamcters were ol Fim
trying to do something better.”

His films” comumercial suceess hodes
wiell for his artistie mission, @5 does the
fact that he's enjoving life. “1'm 43,7
Cirpetick says. =1 like very moch being in
my 40 When 1 was (30, | said, ‘Forty is
an old man! But I'm very happy, Wait
Tor 40, It's wonderful.” 1

Grilts is a rogular condtribator fo
severrl peviodicads, including the New
York Post.
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