Afiutter over Futterman |

OK, you win, | have long been
mmong those who resent it when you
piil & nongay person on the cover.
Bt toaday, when [ pulled my Adfeo-
ortfe from its wrapping and saw the
face of Will & Graoe's Dan Fulter-
pun *Boyviieod in Training,” Febme-
ary 18], 1 felt nothing but pleased,
There seems to be such a gentle,
compassionme soul residing within
D, o hee ehowss seemm to be making

“The only expianation
| have for the uniqueness of
Dan is that he’s a gay soul

trapped in a hetero body.”

BARRY BARBEE. Wastington Crossing, P

o carver out of playing gy men. His
ENCTEY SUgests o sensitivity that is
wnuisil for o strouight man, The Mirty
twinkde in his eves and smirk on his
lips give him the appearance of
someone whose quiet, undersiated
demeanor is really just an act and
that at any moment he might break
oul in a “just Jack™ sort of way. I be
Fieve b whaen e says be s straighi.
The ondy explanation | have for the
unicueness of Don is that he is 2 gay
sonil trapepesid in o hetero body,

Barry Barbee, Woashington Crossing, Fo

First kiss

I lowved your article “So Happy To-
gether” [Febmury 18] Clironicling all
the gy couples in the entertainment
world was o great Valentine's Day
plek-me-up. Walching actors, what-
ever their real-life orenintion, bring

truth to what is so true (o us is excit- |

ing, rejuvenating, and necessary.

However, | was upset by the omis- |

sion of one partioular couple that has
recently developed in nodnstream
teen-tanetod telivision. Kerr Smith's
Juck on Dawson's Creek and the

character David just recently shured
their first kiss, and it was an
adorable thing to walch as they set
the framework for a relationship.
This show has been a godsend 1o
me, realistically displaying both the
awkwardness and the wonder of
growing up. Any arguments that
their relationship or the charneters
are not gay enough can'l compete
with the spark of hope wd reassur-
ance walching U kiss gave me,
dnson Staflord, Ovlando, Fla.

Fightin’ words
Reasonable people can disagree
about whether national GLBT orga-
nizstions should speak ont on impor-
tant issues that are not exclusively
related o GLBT civil rights, like the
impending war against Irag [Last
Word, February 18] The National
Gay andl Lesbian Task Foree has
long believed that o “gay voice™ in
such national dindogoe s mgportant,
that our commumnity need not be lim-
ited to a GLBT-only sphere, After all,
wie're fighting for cquality in sockety
a8 @ iohole and ol just 1o remain in a
GLIT-only workl

What Isn't reasonable s when An-
drew Sullivan attempis to bolster his
argument not by articulating o mtio-
nale for why GLBT organizations
shoiuld be silent on issues like the
war but by writing a scattered dis-
tribe against NGLTF that promotes
blatant falschoods about what we
are and what we do, Here are the
facts: (1) NGLTF has joined a na-
tioiial coalithon thast is advocating al-

| tematives o provaptive war agadrest
| Irag. W have taken a dwtorical po-
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sition with allies who are vital to the
ultimate victory of the GLET equality
canse. Bul as we have made emi-
nently clear, we ane not devoting re
SOUrCes o antiwar activities. Dur
precious resources continue to be
dedicated to our 30-year fight for
GLET freedom, justice, and equality,
(2) NGLTF= actual work speaks the
indisputable truth thet wie are not, as
Sulltvam speciowsly cladms, lmelevani
fo GLET people. In 2002 alone we
were instrumental in defeating all

| bt one of the ant-GLET hallot mea-

sures that were voledd on peross e
country and in passing nine antidis-
crimination laws, one hate-crimes
Tarwe, and one safieschools law,

And oh, veah, amid hundreds of
public statemients about GLBT eoquial-
iy ssues, we s one announoe-
ment about joining the Win Without
‘War coulition.

Lorri L. Jean, executive director
NGLTF, Washington, D0

Sullivan criticiees NGLTF lor pub-
licly taking a position opposed to
war on Irag and suggests that its oo
casional imclusion of broader socinl
Justice issues is imelevant., It s Sulli-
van who risks irelovancy by insisi-
ing that gay organizations have no
business weighing in on political de-
beates with widle-rnging implications
fior gy aned nongay folkes alike.
Sullivan's politics of selfishness s
tired. A single-minded focus on
“What's in it for me? threatens the
very legitimacy of our movement
and undermines opponunities for
broad-based support. Moreover, the
very armogance, unilateralism, and
imperialism that drives the Bush ad-
miinistration o war is the sane holl-
er-than-thou philosoply responsible
for the most far-reaching attack on
civil liberties sinee Joe MeCarthy,
The hundreds of organizations
that have taken positions opposed o
Bush's war understand that the
struggle to end discrimination
agninst us is inexornbly ted (o te
fight to eradicate the mce, cliss, ad
ethnic divides that breed so much
contflict and discontent in this coun-
iry and workdwide. Sullivan is free 1o
stand by himsell, Many more of us

| understand and appreciate the p



