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1984: Princely year in music

BY MICHAEL GILTZ

18984 wis . banner year for music. After the
slump of the late “T0s and early '80s.video step
Hn 1o revitalise musie sales. and gave the day.
Whether it 'was on® the movie screen, where o
record 10 soundvracks went platioum (had sales
totahing one million copits), or on the TV.scrien,
where e videos became a permanent fixtore,
g ges clearh' helped people get excited about
mipsic agalil

U of tie mist fecurrent images of the vear

i thut of Prince. Besides enginecring the suceass

P Shoile k. und ‘The Time, his album, Purple
Hair, Bas sgld-aver €ight millon coples and has
bl the N Papot for24 weeks. Enotgh his been
aild ubout Pripee’s brlliant ubilite ‘to- melt the
sounds gl [unky wand b, danee and pop inte ooe,
driving gound; Suffice tosay that a-fourth stugle,

LW onld e 4 U7 dssbulleting up the churts ind
Ehiat | 0 i hiowing no sin of slowing down.

vootherdperfurmer who dido't dow down in,
Lionod Hichie, whase Can f Slow awn,

R was
all was & sipong seller throughout the year.
Rictio ertainlyvidithn’e reeive the publicity: that
attended  Princd, Bruce Springteen "o the
Jackeons, but hivgold a phenomenal elght million
copics . By expertly miving sweet love ballads 1ike
“Hello” with mildly upbeat romps like Al Night
Lone, " Iighie kept Iis voice gn the alrwaves and
Fuis sl boogmmn 0y thie Fop Ten forf over 52 weks,

While better known for_his roekers than love
ballady, Broee Springsteen ulso had an oxeellont
vear, He ‘manaved to capitalize on his” initiul
commercial suce=s [ 1980°s The River) with Born
fn The 175.A ~His writing has never. been
stronger, as gongs dike BomIn The U.S.A." and
“"Dowdbound | Frain™ - amply  démoustrate,
Sprinmtecn. also Linnched o mammoth tetir in
which he gives o 4% hour performanes’ that,
according 10 fans and eritics alike, is unmatehed
anvy ek, over,

Springsteci's [oar was eertuinly unmatohsed by
thut of the Jacksons, Their Broadway show of i
concert was quite entertaining, but copsidering
the ficket, booking and managerial problems that
plagued the tour, it had to sour the foelings of
more people than §t pleased. As for the Victory
album, its name i< simply a bad joke. While it did

manage to sell two million coples, that was se-

cosplished  during the first week of Victony's
selease wnd largely due to Michael's presence.
After people heard the generally poor mugic, it
dicd a guick death. £k

The Pretenders also confronted death this year,
The critically acclubmed group rebounded from a
poorty received  second - album und . the tragie
deaths of two of its founding members 1o,
remarkably . produce  Learning To Crawl, a -
beautilul, trunscendant album that reaffirms life
and the nrusical gifts of The Pretenders, :

Billy Joel delivered a gift to his childhood this
year in the form of his albam, An {anocent Man,
Joel's homuge to his musical roots ranged feom doo

wop to Philly soul, While the music was Hehit

weight but charming, [t munaged to sell overfoar
million copies, ' o

The facksons’ Victory sold mainly
on the strength of Michael sname.

Another group who matched Joel's suceess was
Van Halen, who also struek quadruple-platinum
with their album, 1984, By emploving synthesizer.
and winning videos, Van Halen created smart and
funny mudc that filled the empty. void.in hard
rock,

See ‘Music’
page sy
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