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Brother's Keeper
~ Neville Brothers
_ 'I‘heNevme Brothers have al-

own as infectious
. one of thc be:st- -

kept secrets of New Orleans.
Butl they have never reached
the popular audience that their
immense talent deserves.
After some misguided at-
tempts at delivering something
commercial, the Neville
Brothers gave up. They wrole
a batch of overtly political and

religious tunes wilh an eye on
‘their roots fnstead of the

charts. The album was called
Yellow Moon and it became
their biggest critical and
popular success,

The band has returned with
Brather's Keeper, another
album that draws strength
from the tulture that spurred

them. It opens with “Brother
Blood,” a sttiking mid-tempo
number in which each of the
four musicians takes a turn
singing lead.

The combination of their dif-
ferent voices adds a level of
strength and meaning (o the
song of unity.

Throughout, they chart a
steady course past spiritual

dunes like “Steer Me Right” and

implicitly political story-songs

like “Brother Jake.”

in fact, when they sound like
the party band of old on "River
of Life,” it turns out to be the
album’s dullest moment. ASide
Irom some weak lyrics an “Jah

—

Love” '(do_-wrili'éh '.':vilﬁ. .B(ﬁ'@] ‘

the album rarely missteps
again.

"Witness” manages (o leslily
to the power of God's love, as
well as the talent ol.such musi-
cal predecessors as Professor
Longhair, withoult missing a
beat. “Bird On A Wire™ is -an

over-produced but still enjoy-

able cover of the Leonard
Cohen classie.

And “Sons and Daughters® is
a striking centerpiece. Backed
only by stark drums, Arl Neville
quietly chants the story ol a
young man wrongly im-
prisoned, then moves on (o sing
about the polhical situation.

R T ', .I
r‘%ﬁﬁr they've got us.hyp-
nolized and hyste(&lcalf'

Screaming for blood and jus-
tice/ They show us the faces of
hatred over and over — a new
one every week/ Could be
Manuel Noriega . . . Any old
scapegoal ‘Il do.”

Then slowly a guitar chimes
in and — almost as an after-
thought — Art begins to sing a
melody, as if it were improvised
on the spot. It's a beautiful

itlustration of how the events
happening around the Neville
Brothers influence and shape |
\hei; gnusic. So, im‘leed H"
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