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A Trip To Bountiful

¥¥¥¥ Ohaks Six Eas

Mrs. Waus s an old woman
with u tired. weak heart who is
reaching the cnd ol herdays in the
18305, She lives i Houston with
her son. Ludie (John Heard) and
his wile, Jessie May (Carlin
Givan), Her deepest desire is 10
return to Bountiful, the farming
community. where she grew up
and rearcd o famity.

Like Mrs. Waits | Geraldine
PPage). Hounwdut s old, worn-om
and all b abandoned: even the
trasns and buses don’t stop Lthere
anvmuore. But she perseveres nnd,
after owwithing  her son and
davghter-in-law whu don’t wani
her to make the perilous journey
(it could strnin her heart o the
breaking poimty. Mrs, Watls visits
her home.

I's a-simple tale rich in cha-
racter and meaning, A film like
this will never reach a wide au-
dience: but the people involved
knew that, and they poured their
heart imo it anyway, Thal makes
A Trip To Bowmifid all the muore
endearing.

Thanks o the screenplay by
Horton  Foote, marvelous mo-
menls abodnd: the bus stop scene
between Mrs. Watls and Thelma
(Rebecea De Morpavy in which
Mrs Watts unabashedly breaks
intr 8 hymn: the bickering in
Houston with Jessiec May that is
bnth funny and sad: and the scene
in Hountiful where Mrs. Watls is
gty postalgic. then suddenly
bursis imlo tears for having out-
Ived her tamily, friends, home
andd oven the land.

The enfure case s wonderlul,

including Rebecca DeMornay
{who's shown a lot of integrity in
the roles shes choscn afier her

‘breakthrough in Risky Business),

and John Heard, who is simply
terrific as Ludie.

But it is Page who romains in
vour memory, and it's not only
because she won an Oscar for best
supporting  actress,  She’s  an
outstanding character actress who
has appeared in countless films
mcluding. most recently. Whire
Nighty and The Pope of Green-
wich Village. Mrs. Watts is a
rich, complicaied character and
Page does her justice. Her perfor-
mance sums ep not just her role’s
life, but herlife and career as well,
and it's something (o ireasure
forever,
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