From the Earth
to the Moon

THIS FOUR-DISC ROXED SET
of Tom Hanks" Emmy-win-
ning miniseries is easily the
maost lavish and desirable
DVD package vel. (The fact
that it's not vt available on
caggetle—excopt through
Columbin Houge—makes it
that much more special.)
Housed in a compact silver
slipease, the 12-part mini-

=eries, like the space program

| a= an aw-shucks astronaut

itzell, is both wildly ambitions
and a straightforward, nots-
and-bolts endeavor. Each
epizode Lrucks Uhe space race
from a different angle: the sci-
entizts and acadiemics behind
the seenes, Lhe social up-
heaval of the ern, and, of
eourse, the various mizsions.
The sories
ghould be watched ng a

enn und

whale, but each segment
stands on it8 own., One

segment stars Dave Foley

just happy to be along for

the ride: another, directed by
Sally Field, details the pres-
sure on astronmuts’ wives, My
favorites are “Spider,” about
the engineers who desigm the
spacecralt, and “We Interrupt
Thiz Program,” about the me-

dia. Seen together, these off-
bt tales puck o cumulative
punch. The fourth DV brims
with extras, ineluding two
featurettes, 12 trailers, 3-D
muodels of the ships that you
can manipulate anid zoom in
on, and & tour of the 2olur gys-
tem that lets you skip from
pliunet to planet at will. Those
with a DVI-ROM cun necoss
even more. Lets hope Ken
Burns checks out this elegant
package before releazing The
Ciril War and Bageball on

DVD. A _H'n.'l"qr- ' Grull=



