EXCERPT

OLYMPIANS, TAKE NOTE

“Iwent toa hockey
game shortly after it
was put on television
in the United States
and the NHL was
expanding. And | was
at a game where
there was a bad
accident and there
was blood on the ice.
And | saw 18,000
people stand up and

NOGGIN-0! Punchin’ Roller James Caan

scream. It was like they were being fed. | saw the police
immediately run down to the bottom of the aisles because blood
on that white ice is an exciting moment for the crowd. And |
realized that that unprovoked sucker punch that can happen

when somebody loses their cool is ignored or allowed to happen

for entertainment.... | found [that] really kind of revolting.... This
sport which requires such great skill was slowly being changed
into a blood sport for the television cameras, and...the networks
were pushing that. All the ads now for hockey have everything to
do with violence and very little to do with the skill and sport of
the game.” —Canadian director NORMAN JEWISON on his inspiration for
1975's Rollerball, from the DVD edition (MGM, R, $24.99)




