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One of the greatest comic strips of all time and a peak in visual splendor and breath-taking adventure,

the story of Prince Valiant's 30+ year odyssey is getting a marvelous presentation in Fantagraphics' series

of books, which just reached Volume 4 ($29.95 each; Fantagraphics).

You can dive in anywhere, but if you're like me -- someone entirely new to this tale -- it makes sense to

begin at the beginning. In Hal Foster's masterpiece, you'll discover the handsome and willful young

prince in the days of King Arthur, a winning lad who is brave, strong, clever, conceited, a little brash and

boastful but just as quick to apologize for his follies. Valiant will laugh at himself just as often as he

laughs at anyone else. What might surprise modern readers is the relative complexity of Valiant, who

grows and matures subtly over the years. The strip is violent, sexy, serious, droll and above all eye-

catching.

Foster made his bones with a comic strip about Tarzan and clearly learned a thing or two about

storytelling from Edgar Rice Burroughs and other antecedents like Ivanhoe. But the great power of a

comic strip is the combination of character and story and visual flair. No one before or since has had a

more exacting and lively eye for detail and historical accuracy than Foster.

Prince Valiant appeared only on Sundays in full color and Foster's sweeping ambition explodes off the

page. The real estate he was given to play with on Sundays contained 12 square panels, but Foster juggled

them with aplomb. Each panel is filled with subtle color, sweeping vistas and characters with movement

and individuality (no one creates more vivid crowd and battle scenes than Foster). And at dramatically

important moments, Foster will expand his vision and have an image take over the space of two or four
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panels or enlarge one square to center the action marvelously. If Valiant reaches the top of a hill and

spots a castle in the distance, that castle will appear with the majesty of a cinematic shot straight from

David Lean. If Valiant jumps off a cliff to avoid danger, you catch your breath as he tumbles down, down,

down the entire side of the page towards the bottom.

Prince Valiant is great fun from the start, but it really comes into its own in Volume 3. Now in Volume 4,

Valiant is determined to seek out Queen Aleta of the Misty Isles, the one woman who has bewitched this

red-blooded lad. The series is filled with quests but this is the granddaddy of them all -- it stretches over

an 18 month period in all.

Each volume is bookended with some fascinating detail about Foster and the series, whether it's a

biographical sketch of the creator, reprints of how some panels deemed too violent or sexy were actually

shown to readers at the time (needless to say, the originals are in the volume) and so on. Volume 4 is

intriguing because it appeared during WW II when a paper shortage struck the country. Foster knew

space was at a premium so he only used two thirds of the page for his strip and imagined editors might

want to use the bottom third for some other property. He filled the space with another tale called The

Medieval Castle which depicted life in a castle through the eyes of two young princes. It's illuminating to

see how deftly Foster fills the strip with details about said life and how a siege actually worked. But

Foster needn't have bothered: his tales were so popular almost every newspaper included Foster's entire

offering, including The Medieval Castle, which appears here along the bottom of the last 1/4 of the book

just as it did in newspapers.

It's intriguing to imagine what Foster might have done with a digital strip, one that could present a

battlefield scene on a tablet where the reader could scroll from side to side to capture an entire panorama

or maybe scroll down and down even more dramatically than in a newspaper. But these oversized

volumes which are 14 inches tall and 10.4 inches wide are far bigger and more dramatic than any tablet.

The pleasure of how solidly and carefully they're made is part of the pleasure of reading them. You feel

like a little kid as you prop the giant volume up and literally dive into the tale that fills your vision, much

as kids and adults did more than 70 years ago. It's a worthy presentation for one of the most important

and entertaining works in comic strip history.

Thanks for reading. Michael Giltz is the co-host of Showbiz Sandbox, a weekly pop culture podcast that

reveals the industry take on entertainment news of the day and features top journalists and opinion

makers as guests. It's available free on iTunes. Visit Michael Giltz at his website and his daily blog.

Download his podcast of celebrity interviews and his radio show, also called Popsurfing and also

available for free on iTunes. Link to him on Netflix and gain access to thousands of ratings and

reviews.

NOTE: Michael Giltz is provided with free copies of books to consider for review, including digital and

physical galleys as well as final review copies. He typically does not guarantee coverage and

invariably receives far more books than he can cover.

Follow Michael Giltz on Twitter: www.twitter.com/michaelgiltz

  Buy a link here  

Sponsored Links

Cigna Health Insurance
Plans For Self-Employed.One Easy Quote For Med/Dental/Pharma.
Cigna.com/Self-Employed

57 Year Old Mom Looks 28
Huffington Post Readers: Mom Reveals $4 Wrinkle Trick Angering Doctors
MUST-SEE.TheHigherLifestyle.com

New Trick in TENNESSEE
If you drive 25 mi/day or less you better read this...
Insurance.Comparisons.org

Royal Caribbean® Rewards
Inspire and Motivate Your Team with a Royal Caribbean® Cruise!
www.RoyalCaribbeanIncentives.com

More in Books...

Jack Wagner Confronted By
Long Lost Daughter 

DON'T MISS HUFFPOST BLOGGERS 1 of 5

Dr. Peggy Drexler
We Can Be Thankful for Each
Other

Dylan Ratigan
This Thanksgiving, Occupy
Yourself

HOT ON FACEBOOK 1 of 3

HOT ON TWITTER 1of 2

HUFFPOST'S BIG NEWS PAGES

Volunteering Video Weird News

Sponsored Links

53 Year Old Mom Looks 25
Mom Exposes this Free Anti-Aging Trick that
is Angering Botox Doctors!
www.LifeStylesAlert.com/MUST-SEE

TODAY: Apple iPads Being Sold as low as
$14.06?

QuBids.com

Official Obama Website
Stand with Barack Obama now to say: "we
can’t wait. Join the campaign.
BarackObama.com

Like 233

How to Talk to Little Girls 
Like 291K

The Best Writing Tool
Ever? 

Like 1K

theellenshow

Retweet

I'm so thankful for @MarloThomas

and Jennifer Aniston and the

incredible work they do for children.

You can help them. http://t.co/8e6dE

willyouatme

Retweet

This is your brain on love (beautiful

INTERACTIVE GRAPHIC)

http://t.co/a6gW3YVI /via

@HuffingtonPost

http://bit.ly/9W2NN
http://bit.ly/cCVoJ4
http://bit.ly/9p8aXv
http://bit.ly/2f0clv
http://bit.ly/2f0clv
http://www.netflix.com/Reviews?prid=382579288&lnkce=mdp-profile&trkid=1468747
http://www.netflix.com/Reviews?prid=382579288&lnkce=mdp-profile&trkid=1468747
http://www.twitter.com/michaelgiltz
http://aolhuffingtonpost.sl.advertising.com/admin/advertisers/indexPl.jsp
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/books/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/jack-wagner-long-lost-daughter-carrie_n_1110286.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/jack-wagner-long-lost-daughter-carrie_n_1110286.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/jack-wagner-long-lost-daughter-carrie_n_1110286.html?ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/peggy-drexler/we-can-be-thankful-for-ea_b_1108580.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/peggy-drexler/we-can-be-thankful-for-ea_b_1108580.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/peggy-drexler/we-can-be-thankful-for-ea_b_1108580.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dylan-ratigan/this-thanksgiving-occupy-_b_1110246.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dylan-ratigan/this-thanksgiving-occupy-_b_1110246.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dylan-ratigan/this-thanksgiving-occupy-_b_1110246.html
http://topsy.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/big-news/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/volunteerism
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/volunteerism
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/video
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/video
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/uk-weird-news
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/uk-weird-news
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/lisa-bloom/how-to-talk-to-little-gir_b_882510.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/lisa-bloom/how-to-talk-to-little-gir_b_882510.html
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/17/cute-cats_n_1099383.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/17/cute-cats_n_1099383.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/17/cute-cats_n_1099383.html
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://twitter.com/theellenshow
http://twitter.com/theellenshow/status/139486166209662976
http://twitter.com/MarloThomas
http://t.co/8e6dE
http://twitter.com/willyouatme
http://twitter.com/willyouatme/status/139503017908125697
http://t.co/a6gW3YVI
http://twitter.com/HuffingtonPost


Fake Squid,
Psychiatric Patients,
And Other Muppet...

Which Lit Character
Would You Have

Over...

Writer Wednesday:
9 Types Of Brain

Food...

Anne McCaffrey: An
Appreciation Of Her

Life

Terrorism Serena
Williams

Movies

Holidays TV Latino Politics

MORE BIG NEWS PAGES »

BOOKS MEDIA ENTERTAINMENT BESTSELLERS AUTHORS BOOK PUBLISHING LIBRARIES IN CRISIS

Advertise  | Log In  | Make HuffPost your Home Page  | RSS  | Careers  | FAQ

User Agreement  | Privacy  | Comment Policy  | About Us  | About Our Ads  | Contact Us

Copyright © 2011 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved.

Part of AOL Lifestyle

 

FRONT PAGEPOLITICSBUSINESSENTERTAINMENTTECH MEDIA LIFE & STYLE CULTURECOMEDYHEALTHY LIVINGWOMEN LOCAL MORE

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/meaning-of-word-muppet_n_1109759.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/meaning-of-word-muppet_n_1109759.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/meaning-of-word-muppet_n_1109759.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/meaning-of-word-muppet_n_1109759.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/thanksgiving-guests-literature-_n_1108412.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/thanksgiving-guests-literature-_n_1108412.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/thanksgiving-guests-literature-_n_1108412.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/thanksgiving-guests-literature-_n_1108412.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/brain-food_n_1109970.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/brain-food_n_1109970.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/brain-food_n_1109970.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/brain-food_n_1109970.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/hans-van-der-boom/anne-mccaffrey-an-appreciation_b_1110988.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/hans-van-der-boom/anne-mccaffrey-an-appreciation_b_1110988.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/hans-van-der-boom/anne-mccaffrey-an-appreciation_b_1110988.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/hans-van-der-boom/anne-mccaffrey-an-appreciation_b_1110988.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/terrorism
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/terrorism
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/serena-williams
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/serena-williams
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/serena-williams
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/@primacy_movies
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/@primacy_movies
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/holidays
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/holidays
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/uktv
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/uktv
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/lv-politics
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/lv-politics
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/big-news/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/books/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/media/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/bestsellers/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/authors/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/book-publishing/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/libraries-in-crisis/
http://advertising.aol.com/brands/huffington-post
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/login/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/makehome/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/syndication
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jobs/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/p/frequently-asked-question.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/terms.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/privacy/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/comment/policy/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/p/huffington-post.html
http://adinfo.aol.com/about-our-ads/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/contact/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/politics/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/business/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tech/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/media/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/style/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/culture/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/comedy/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/healthy-living/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/women/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/local/
javascript:void(0);

	MtZ2xvX2JfMTAyMDA3OC5odG1sAA==: 
	form1: 
	q: Search the Huffington Post
	input3: 


	MtZ2xvX2JfMTAyMDA3OC5odG1sAA==: 
	input1: 

	MtZ2xvX2JfMTAyMDA3OC5odG1sAA==: 
	search_form: 
	q: 
	input3: 




