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Michael Giltz: Cannes 2009: Liberty, Egalite, But No Electricty!

Strikes are no stranger to Cannes. One year, people were lining up to empty every ATM in sight of
cash because the security guards who guard the people who bring the cash to the ATMs were on
strike. Money was literally becoming scarce. That strike lasted the entire festival.

And anyone foolish enough to travel on Tuesday (like me) faces another strike: rail-workers are
joining countless others nationwide in a 24 hour walk-out to voice their displeasure with French
President Nicolas Sarkozy. Hey, someone should make a film about all those strikes. Too bad they
won't be able to screen them in Cannes until the strike is over.

Still think Cannes is glamorous? Check out this unidentified reporter who is writing a story while
balancing his laptop on a motorcycle parked along the main Croissette.
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