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BIO

Michael Giltz: Cannes 2009 Day
Twelve: Haneke Triumphs with
Top Prize
Freelance writer and raconteur

The Oscars have nothing on Cannes for brevity and
wit and fun.
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Cannes 2009: A Return to
Normalcy

Vivian Norris de Montaigu,
05.24.2009

This did not feel like an "off" year, but
rather the beginning of a new
direction... and quality.

Read Post | Comments
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Taking a STAND: Aretha vs.
Beyonce

Tavis Smiley, 05.23.2009
PBS talk show host, PRI radio host

Check out this clip from my new film,
Stand, in which my boys Dr. Cornel
West and Dr. Michael Eric Dyson
debate who is a better singer, Aretha
or Beyoncé.

Read Post | Comments (107)
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Judgment Day for Terminator
Salvation

Scott Mendelson, 05.24.2009
Film Critic and Pundit for Film Threat,
Huffington Post, and Mendelson's Memos

While the three-day total is $43
million, the five day total is expected
to be a bit less than the $72 million
that Rise of the Machines pulled in
over July 4th weekend in 2003.

Read Post | Comments
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Review: Eminem's Relapse

Brandon Perkins, 05.22.2009
Writer and editor

Relapse recaptures the angry verbal
acrobatics from those first two
records that sold a cajillion copies.
Yet, despite re-bottling that immature
angst, it is different and, in a way, it's
mature.

Read Post | Comments

Dog Ears Music: Volume

"Coco Chanel & Igor
Stravinsky" Closes Cannes

Quick Read  |  Comments

Michael Giltz: Cannes 2009 Wrapup:
Quick Movie Rundown and Sights & Sounds
Of The Fest

Michael Giltz: Cannes 2009 Day Twelve:
Haneke Triumphs With Top Prize

Spinal Tap On the Road, But
Without The Wigs
Quick Read  |  Comments

BACKTRACK! Clay Aiken
(Sort Of) Apologizes To Adam
Lambert
Quick Read  |  Comments | American Idol
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BIO

Seventy-Three

Phil Ramone and Danielle Evin,
05.22.2009

This week's column features Alberta
Cross, Dmitri Shostakovich, Cory
Chisel and the Wandering Sons, Sol
Hoopii, Half Cousin, and The Chalets.

Read Post | Comments

BIO

Night at the Museum 2
defeats Terminator Salvation
- Huff Post Friday box office
rundown

Scott Mendelson, 05.23.2009
Film Critic and Pundit for Film Threat,
Huffington Post, and Mendelson's Memos

The sequel to the insanely leggy 2006
family favorite took in $15.3 million,
while Terminator Salvation took in
$14.8 million on its second day of
release.

Read Post | Comments

BIO

Cannes 2009 Day Ten: One
Bad Movie After Another

Michael Giltz, 05.22.2009
Freelance writer and raconteur

To Die Like A Man: The latest in a
long line of tragic transvestites
movies, this somber flick has a plot
worthy of Almodovar.

Read Post | Comments

BIO

Justin Timberlake: Pop
Culture's Smartest Guy In The
Room

David Wild, 05.17.2009
TV Writer, Rolling Stone Contributing
Editor and author of "He Is . . . I Say"

Since I met Timberlake in 1998, I've
had the pleasure of working with him
a fair amount. To this day, he strikes
me as a guy with remarkably good
instincts.

Read Post | Comments (67)

BIO

Film Review of Easy Virtue:
Much of Noel Coward's
Charm Survives Intact

Penelope Andrew, 05.22.2009

Stephan Elliott's film is beautifully

Super-Producer Peters Pulls
Plug On Tell-All
Quick Read  |  Comments

'CSI' Writer Sued For
Revenge Naming Show
Characters After Real People
Quick Read  |  Comments

PHOTOS: Connor Cruise
Joins Dad Tom At Lakers
Game
Quick Read  |  Comments | Celebrity Kids

Kiefer Sutherland Assault
Charge Likely To Be
Dismissed
Quick Read  |  Comments

For Homes Intensifies
Quick Read  |  Comments | Slumdog Millionaire

Elizabeth Taylor Tweets From Her
Hospital Bed
Quick Read  |  Comments | Twitter

New 'Jon & Kate' Season
Premieres Amid Media Firestorm
Quick Read  |  Comments

Amy Winehouse Hospitalized,
Cancels Homecoming Show
Quick Read  |  Comments | Amy Winehouse

NYC Songwriter Charged In Fatal
Harvard Shooting
Quick Read  |  Comments
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photographed and masterfully
designed to show the contrasts
between a fading Victorian England
and the blinding platinum glory of the
emerging Art Deco period.

Read Post | Comments

BIO

Thoughts on the IMAX/Not-
IMAX Debate as Night at the
Museum 2 Replaces Star Trek
in the Nation's IMAX Screens

Scott Mendelson, 05.22.2009
Film Critic and Pundit for Film Threat,
Huffington Post, and Mendelson's Memos

About that ridiculous ongoing debate
about the new digital IMAX screens
popping up in retrofitted conventional
movie theaters, here's the thing:
IMAX is not just about screen size.

Read Post | Comments (13)

BIO

American Idol 2009 -- If I'm
Being Honest

Ken Levine, 05.21.2009
Emmy-Winning Writer/Director/Producer,
MLB Announcer

This country is not yet ready to crown
a young man who looks like Liza
Minnelli their next American Idol.

Read Post | Comments (225)

BIO

Time for New Chuck Norris
Jokes

David Weinberger, 05.22.2009
Writer, Fellow at Harvard's Berkman
Center

After reading Chuck Norris' two
columns against hate crimes
legislation, I think it's time for a new
round of Chuck Norris jokes.

Read Post | Comments (20)

There Is No Joy in Metsville -- Thank
Heavens!
Michael Shapiro, 05.21.2009

American Idol Rewarding Mediocrity
(Kris Allen Is Lame)
Dan Abramson, 05.21.2009

Cannes 2009 Day Eight: Jews Fighting
Back, Jews In Love, Singing Nuns and
Dour Germans
Michael Giltz, 05.20.2009

Adam Lambert Loses, Homophobia
Wins
Jim David, 05.21.2009

Culture Zohn: Francis Bacon: The
Painter as Pulverizing Machine
Patricia Zohn, 05.21.2009

War And Peace (A Sequel)

Clay Aiken SLAM: Adam
Lambert Singing "Awful" And
"Frightening"
Quick Read  |  Comments | American Idol

Brian Grazer's Divorce
Finalized - Ex Gets $13.25M
Quick Read  |  Comments

Natalie Cole's Joy And
Tragedy: Gets Transplant But
Loses Sister
Quick Read  |  Comments

Bruce Springsteen To Close
Giants Stadium
Quick Read  |  Comments

VIDEO

WATCH: Kiefer: "I Really Regret"
Headbutting Incident
Quick Read  |  Comments | Video

Michael Moore's Financial
Collapse Documentary Gets
Release Date
Quick Read  |  Comments

Lucy Gordon, British Actress,
Found Dead In Paris
Quick Read  |  Comments | France

VIDEO

WATCH: Jon & Kate Sneak Peek:
Separate Interviews, Detachment
Quick Read  |  Comments | Video
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Cannes 2009 Day Twelve: Haneke
Triumphs With Top Prize

Read More: Australia, Camera d'Or, Cannes Film Festival,
China, CoCo Chanel, Korea, Palme d'Or, Thailand, Entertainment News

While the critics agreed overwhelmingly that Un

Prophete was the best film in Cannes, the 2009

Palme d'or went to Michael Haneke's The White

Ribbon, amid strong applause from the French

and German contingent in the press. Since the

head of the jury was Isabelle Hubert and she

scored one of her major triumphs by starring in

Haneke's brilliant, corrosive The Piano Teacher

(for which she won Best Actress at Cannes), it

perhaps shouldn't have been a surprise.

Un Prophete received the Grand Jury Prize, ie.

the runner-up award. Charlotte Gainsbourg deservedly nabbed the Best Actress award for her

primal turn in Lars Von Trier's Anti-Christ while Christoph Waltz got Best Actor for his star-

making turn in Quentin Tarantino's WW II flick Inglourius Basterds. The Best Screenplay award

went to China's Spring Fever, Best Director went to the Phillipine's Brillante Mendoza for Kinatay

and a tip of the hat -- the Prixe Exceptionnel du Jury -- went to the great Alain Resnais who had his

first film in decades appear in Competition. The third runner-up award -- the Prix du Jury -- was

split between UK's Fish Tank  and Korea's vampire flick Thirst. And the Camera d'or for best first

feature went to the highly accomplished Warwick Thornton for his Aussie drama Samson &

Delilah.

The Oscars have nothing on Cannes for brevity and wit and fun. The remaining press corps tumbles

into a side theater while the black tie audience numbering in the thousands fills the main theater,

the Lumiere. In about 50 minutes, all the awards are handed out, with the press corps hooting and

booing the choices it disapproves of and clapping loudly for its favorites. Strong boos greeted

Thirst, but they were drowned out moments later by even stronger boos for Mendoza as the Best

Director of the fest. While some agreed his film Kinatay was a step forward from Serbis, it was

widely panned nonetheless. The muddled Chinese gay flick Spring Fever  might have deserved

recognition for daring (the director bended the rules just to get the film made and it broaches the
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taboo topic of homosexuality with frankness) or acting or cinematography but the one area it

probably didn't deserve notice was its weak and cliched screenplay.

Terry Gilliam had fun when he was brought out to hand over the Best Director award: he pretended

he had won and started making all his thank yous and then broke down in tears when the truth

was told. But probably the most popular award of all among the journalists was to Waltz for his

mesmerizing turn as the "Jew hunter" in Tarantino's Inglourius Basterds. Tarantino says he came

to believe he'd written a role impossible to cast and despaired of finding an actor who could speak

five languages with aplomb until Waltz strolled in right before they were going to pull the plug on

the film. Fittingly, he gave his thanks in English, French and German.

Perhaps the best-reviewed film of the fest was Romania's Police, Adjective,  which was in Un

Certain Regard. But it didn't even win that category, whose top prize went to Dogtooth, another

admired film. The Critics' Week winner was Farewell, Gary. And Xavier Dolan's I Killed My

Mother dominated the Directors Fortnight, winning three top prizes.

I also saw four movies on the final day of the fest:

SPRING FEVER ** (out of four) -- I stayed with this gay drama longer than most of my fellow

critics did, I believe. It was interesting just to see drag bars and punk bars in China and fascinating

to see how a gay person might stand out while walking down the street but still not be pegged as

"gay" because such a concept is so thoroughly stifled in that country. Unfortunately, what's not

stifled is melodrama. A married man has a passionate romance with a boyfriend who is clearly gay

because he wears a jaunty scarf everywhere and walks with a certain elan. The suspicious wife has

them followed by a straight guy, who promptly falls for the gay lover after the wife confronts the

man at work and drives him out of their lives. Then the private eye's girlfriend (or wife, it's not

quite clear) gets wind of THEIR romance and takes matters into her own hands. It's just a plot

twist too much, with a subplot about an off the books factory that's raided by the police adding to

the confusion. I was thrilled that -- while people died for love -- they didn't die because they hated

being gay. But only gay audiences and Asian cinema specialists will find this worth slogging

through. Director Lou Ye's films remain more interesting for their political daring than their

substance.

IN THE BEGINNING ** -- Based on a true story, it follows a con man let out of prison who

starts tracking down construction sites and then -- posing as a rep for the site -- bilking local stores

out of equipment rentals and selling the machinery off for a quick buck. Quite unexpectedly, he

stumbles on a really big site that hasn't happened. A small town still hasn't recovered from the day

construction on Highway 61 was abruptly halted two years earlier. Just the presence of our anti-

hero as a rep of the construction firm sends everyone from the beautiful female mayor down to the

maid in the local hotel into nervous hope. Slowly but surely, the con man switches from building up

a pile of kickback money for an easy getaway into a man determined to get the highway finished

and everyone paid off so at least he can claim he did something with his life. It unfolds just as

you'd expect, with no surprises and no revelation that might win your sympathy. Decently done,

but unabsorbing.

VISAGES ** -- Tsai Ming-Liang delivers his latest series of mournful vignettes, this time devoted

to a movie shoot. A director is filming Salome in a Paris museum and along the way we see parents

of crew members breathe their last, romances blossom, actors trudge behind the scenes with

laborious costumes or lugging a deer's head and so on. Some of them work beautifully, such as the

personal assistant who walks into his kitchen to get a glass of water and suddenly faces a burst pipe

that grows worse and worse and worse with hilarious results. But the set-up of the film is

unnecessarily vague: I knew that it was about a director filming Salome on location because I

glanced at the press notes; otherwise I might still be scratching my head. Tsai undeniably has a

vivid eye but this one is very hard going.

COCO CHANEL AND IGOR STRAVINSKY * 1/2 -- Respectably muted, this film is based on a

novel about Coco Chanel's affair with composer Igor Stravinsky. It begins with a riot at the

premiere of Stravinsky's "Le sacre du Printemps," which should provide solace to all the Cannes

directors like Von Trier and Gasper Noe who got booed at THEIR premieres. Their movies weren't

bad: they're just misunderstood geniuses. It's all downhill from there: with nary a word spoken

between them, Coco and Igor are suddenly making love non-stop at her country villa, never mind

that the house is bursting with Igor's ailing wife and four children. Why should that stop them

from mounting each other in the middle of the day in the study, which has gigantic bay windows

looking out onto the gardens where the children play? Don't be bourgeois and suggest this is
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unrealistic. Igor's wife asks Coco at one point if she ever feels shame. "No," says Coco and that

about sums it up. It would be nice to say this amoral indifference to others was fun, but it isn't.

Coco merely slinks through rooms with all the panache of the model that actress Anna Mouglalis

was for years (for Chanel, actually). He composes great music, she creates Chanel No 5 and history

is made! Just not cinematic history.

Related News On Huffington Post:
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