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History is repeating itself on Broadway. Ben Stiller made

3 32 5 0 an auspicious Broadway debut in a revival of The House HUFFPOST SOCIAL NEWS

Of Blue Leaves 15 years ago. Almost to the day, he stars

FOLLOW US

[ W tweet | m m in a new mounting of John Guare's blackly comic play. . -
And Christopher Abbott, the young actor playing Ronnie .f u W E Q N |

(the same role Stiller first essayed) holds the audience
spellbound with his second act monologue.
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MOST POPULAR ON HUFFPOST d10of2)

It's a vivid, wonderful moment that stands out all the
Submit this story Z0 t,'f? (<] more in this hapless, muddled production that is

notably lacking in good news for fans of Stiller or Guare.
The story is absurdist, with Stiller starring as a miserable married man and would-be songsmith saddled
with a nutty wife called Bananas (Edie Falco) and a girlfriend (Jennifer Jason Leigh) pushing him to get
out of Dodge (or in this case, New York) and head for LA where his gifts as a composer will be
appreciated. Meanwhile, the Pope is in town for a visit and everyone wants a glimpse, including Stiller's
son Ronnie (AWOL from the military and with plans to assassinate the pontiff) and a gaggle of nuns who
stumble into their apartment after getting stranded on the roof of his building.
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A certain energy builds very briefly in the second act with all the nuns creating a little chaos, aided

immeasurably by the presence of Mary Beth Hurt (as the lead nun) in a tiny part not worthy of her talent.

By and large no one seems to know what show they're in. My guest thought Edie Falco was the one who
captured the wounded but hilarious tone of the play right and indeed she scored a Tony nomination for
her work. | felt she was just as adrift as Stiller and Leigh. | blame the director David Cromer, who did
such a marvelous job with the recent revival of Our Town. That show featured a genuine theatrical coup
with its production design.

Here Cromer hopes for the same effect with a set that slowly pulls apart. Unfortunately, the effect is so
drawn out and mild that all you really remember is the creaking and groaning of the set that overshadows
the dialogue for the last 10 or so minutes of the show. It doesn't help that the set by Scott Pask is
especially ungainly, with a bathroom sink shoved into one tiny corner for no apparent purpose and two
apartment doors stacked on top of each other at the other end of the stage apparently to fill up space.

The stage itself juts crudely out into the audience for no reason other than to contain a very unnecessary
second piano that pops up out of the ground for the opening scene and is then swallowed back up again
for the rest of the show. Why not just use the piano already on the stage?

I was looking forward eagerly to this production since | missed the legendary 1986 version. But what
looked good on paper looks merely flat on stage. Still, if Abbott proves the find he appears to be in that
one riveting scene, the show will be able to hold its head high and say, "You saw him here first." Just like
they did with Ben Stiller so many years ago.

Thanks for reading. Michael Giltz is the cohost of Showbiz Sandbox, a weekly pop culture podcast that
reveals the industry take on entertainment news of the day and features top journalists and opinion
makers as guests. It's available free on iTunes. Visit Michael Giltz at his website and his daily blog.
Download his podcast of celebrity interviews and his radio show, also called Popsurfing and also
available for free on iTunes. Link to him on Netflix and gain access to thousands of ratings and
reviews.

Note: Michael Giltz was provided with tickets to this show with the understanding that he would be
writing a review.

Follow Michael Giltz on Twitter: www.twitter.com/michaelgiltz
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[P 3 % 2011 Tony Nominations Announced, Hollywood Stars Snubbed (VIDEO)

| 4 1 Standing before a podium straight out of a retro game show, Matthew

Broderick and Anika Noni Rose, the Broadway actress best known for her

star-making...

! Ben Stiller In 'The Secret Life of Walter Mitty": Star In Talks For Film

Reboot

Finally, "The Secret Life of Walter Mitty" will be exposed before the entire

world. According to Deadline, Ben Stiller is set to make the long-gestating...
ONN: Ben Stiller's Shaken Manchild PSA (VIDEO)

# The Onion News Network took a departure from their spot-on parody news

segments this week and released this hilarious PSA from Ben Stiller on the...

Read more from Huffington Post bloggers:

Arianna Huffington: Bill Maher Saves the Oscars... At Least for Me

For my money, this year's Academy Awards telecast was the funniest in ages. No,
not because of the show itself, but because | watched the show sitting next to Bill
Maher at the Vanity Fair dinner at the Sunset Tower Hotel.

Marc Ruxin: The Bestest 2010 -- Filmmage

Every year is a great year for films if you are willing to look hard enough. It would
appear that the broad unifying theme among my favorites for 2010 would be bleak,
gritty, and hyper-real films that depict a realistic human condition.

Regina Weinreich: House of Blue Leaves on Broadway: No Kindness From
Stranger

Bananas may be bananas in the revival of John Guare's play The House of Blue
Leaves directed by David Cromer at the Walter Kerr Theater,...

bl ng | ben stiller broadway | 0O

Web  Videos 'Images |

SEE MORE IMAGES »»

ben stiller broadway

SweetJeffrey | have a free ticket to see Ben Stiller on Broadway ("House of Blue
Leaves") tomorrow at 2pm. Matinee show.

23 hours ago from Echofon

AndrewBenvenuti Saw The House of Blue Leaves on Broadway last night. Ben
Stiller was mediocre at best but Edie Falco was exceptional.

First Look: Pink and Cary
Hart Step Out with
Daughter

Alec Baldwin 'Wouldn't
Rule Out' Run for NYC
Mayor

More Celebrity News at Popeater.com

TOP VIDEO PICKS d1of 100

Laurence Fishburne
Leaving CSI

PLAY VIDED B

Water Birth

PLAY VIDEQ

Kim Kardashian's Wedding
Slim Down

PLAY VIDED

MOST DISCUSSED RIGHT NOW d10f2)p

W Jennifer Love Hewitt:
i Worst Actress In
= Hollywood?

Alec Baldwin Eyeing Run
For Mayor Of New York
City: Report

f HOT ON FACEBOOK d10f3)

Aww! Daniel Radcliffe,
Emma Watson & Rupert
Grint's First Ever Scene
Together

K Like < 192

[ Zach Galifianakis Reveals
Major Details From Third
'Hangover' Film, Hates

Fame
Bl Like < 86
HOT ON TWITTER ™™g} d10f2p
stark

un nuevo estudio determina que
Monsanto sabia desde 1980 que su
herbicida Roundup produce
defectos de nacimiento:
http://huff.to/llwsR3

questlove
Nick Offerman wants Oprah to play
Ron Swanson's ex-wife Tammy


http://www.huffingtonpost.com/arianna-huffington
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/marc-ruxin
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/regina-weinreich
javascript: void();
javascript: void();
http://aolhuffingtonpost.sl.advertising.com/admin/advertisers/indexPl.jsp
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/05/03/2011-tony-nominations-announced_n_856962.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/04/07/ben-stiller-in-the-secret-life-of-walter-mitty_n_846476.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/04/07/ben-stiller-in-the-secret-life-of-walter-mitty_n_846476.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/03/17/onn-ben-stillers-shaken-m_n_837062.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/arianna-huffington/bill-maher-saves-the-osca_b_829437.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/marc-ruxin/the-bestest-2009-filmmage_b_816726.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/regina-weinreich/house-of-blue-leaves-on-b_b_857258.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/regina-weinreich/house-of-blue-leaves-on-b_b_857258.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/regina-weinreich/house-of-blue-leaves-on-b_b_857258.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/regina-weinreich/house-of-blue-leaves-on-b_b_857258.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23421288&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23421288&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23421288&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23421288&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23421255&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23421255&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23421255&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23421255&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23421240&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23421240&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23421240&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23421240&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://topsy.com/
http://www.popeater.com/2011/06/08/fake-romances-box-office-friends-with-benefits/
http://www.popeater.com/2011/06/08/pink-cary-hart-daughter-photo/
http://www.popeater.com/
http://clk.atdmt.com/MRT/go/302283222/direct;wi.1;hi.1/01/1307556791?q=ben%20stiller%20broadway
http://clk.atdmt.com/MRT/go/302283222/direct;wi.1;hi.1/01/1307556791?q=ben%20stiller%20broadway
http://clk.atdmt.com/MRT/go/302283222/direct;wi.1;hi.1/01/1307556791?q=ben%20stiller%20broadway
javascript: void();
http://twitter.com/SweetJeffrey
http://twitter.com/SweetJeffrey/statuses/78168779804258300
http://www.echofon.com/
http://twitter.com/AndrewBenvenuti
http://www.popeater.com/2011/06/08/pink-cary-hart-daughter-photo/
http://www.popeater.com/2011/06/08/pink-cary-hart-daughter-photo/
http://www.popeater.com/2011/06/08/pink-cary-hart-daughter-photo/
http://www.popeater.com/2011/06/08/alec-baldwin-anthony-weiner-new-york-mayor/
http://www.popeater.com/2011/06/08/alec-baldwin-anthony-weiner-new-york-mayor/
http://www.popeater.com/2011/06/08/alec-baldwin-anthony-weiner-new-york-mayor/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/08/jennifer-love-hewitt-worst-actress_n_872971.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/08/jennifer-love-hewitt-worst-actress_n_872971.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/08/jennifer-love-hewitt-worst-actress_n_872971.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/08/jennifer-love-hewitt-worst-actress_n_872971.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/08/alec-baldwin-thinking-new-york-city-mayor_n_873042.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/08/alec-baldwin-thinking-new-york-city-mayor_n_873042.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/08/alec-baldwin-thinking-new-york-city-mayor_n_873042.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/08/alec-baldwin-thinking-new-york-city-mayor_n_873042.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/08/harry-potter-first-screen-test-video_n_872993.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/08/harry-potter-first-screen-test-video_n_872993.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/08/harry-potter-first-screen-test-video_n_872993.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/08/harry-potter-first-screen-test-video_n_872993.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/08/harry-potter-first-screen-test-video_n_872993.html
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/08/the-hangover-3-zach-galifianakis-mental-patient_n_873168.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/08/the-hangover-3-zach-galifianakis-mental-patient_n_873168.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/08/the-hangover-3-zach-galifianakis-mental-patient_n_873168.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/08/the-hangover-3-zach-galifianakis-mental-patient_n_873168.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/08/the-hangover-3-zach-galifianakis-mental-patient_n_873168.html
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://twitter.com/stark
http://huff.to/llwsR3
http://twitter.com/questlove

1 day ago from web

One. What do u think? RT
#OprahSwanson!
http://huff.to/kpvPCp #ParksandRec

Around the Web:
Broadway.com | Blue Video! Ben Stiller, Edie Falco & Co. Talk Up ...
Ben Stiller, Edie Falco headed to Broadway in revival of 'House of ...
Edie Falco, Ben Stiller in Broadway's 'Blue Leaves'
Ben Stiller On Broadway: My Review - New York News - La Daily Musto

House of Blue Leaves Revival, With Ben Stiller and Edie Falco ...

More in Entertainment...

Sponsored Links

Mom Is 55, Looks 30...

Clever Mom Reveals $5 Wrinkle Trick That Has Botox
Doctors Furious!

ConsumerHealthAlerts.com

SHOCKING $9 Car Insurance

Auto insurers don't want you to learn this 1 Loop-Hole
$9/wk Insurance

www.Life-stylechoices.com

o T -
Emma Watson:
Guys Are
Intimidated By
Me,...

Eminem: 'A Kiss'
Calls Lady Gaga
‘Male...

Naomie Harris: New
Bond Girl In 'Bond...

Sponsored Links

53 yr Old Mom Looks 30
Clever Mom Reveals $5 Wrinkle Trick That Has Botox Doctors Furious!
ConsumerHealthAlerts.com

"l Look 30 Years Younger"
TODAY ONLY: Try the #1 Doctor Recommended
Wrinkle Therapy!
FDXNews8.com
Buy a link here

HUFFPOST'S BIG NEWS PAGES

g | b
Movies The

Jennifer Love

Angelina Jolie's
'Salt' Getting Sequel

Hewitt Kardashians
LEND AHAND
L]
et %.'A v
Buy a link here e .
Homelessness Natural

Disasters

i
Healthy Living
Health News

MORE BIG NEWS PAGES »

| SEARCH

FRONT  |POLITICS|BUSINESS ENTERTAINMENTMEDIA |TECH |COMEDY|STYLE |WORLD|FOOD

PAGE

HEALTHY  |IMPACT |MORE|LOCAL

LIVING

ENTERTAINMENT MEDIA COMEDY MUSIC TV CELEBRITY KIDS MOVIEFONE

Advertise Log In

User Agreement Privacy

Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS

Comment Policy

Careers FAQ

About Us Contact Us

Part of HuffPost News


http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/07/emma-watson-guys-are-inti_n_872321.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/07/emma-watson-guys-are-inti_n_872321.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/07/emma-watson-guys-are-inti_n_872321.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/07/emma-watson-guys-are-inti_n_872321.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/07/emma-watson-guys-are-inti_n_872321.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/07/naomie-harris-new-bond-girl-bond-23_n_872290.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/07/naomie-harris-new-bond-girl-bond-23_n_872290.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/07/naomie-harris-new-bond-girl-bond-23_n_872290.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/07/eminem-a-kiss-lady-gaga-male-lady_n_872279.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/07/eminem-a-kiss-lady-gaga-male-lady_n_872279.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/07/eminem-a-kiss-lady-gaga-male-lady_n_872279.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/07/eminem-a-kiss-lady-gaga-male-lady_n_872279.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/07/angelina-jolie-salt-sequel_n_872281.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/07/angelina-jolie-salt-sequel_n_872281.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/07/angelina-jolie-salt-sequel_n_872281.html
http://www.broadway.com/shows/house-blue-leaves/buzz/155608/blue-video-ben-stiller-edie-falco-co-talk-up-the-house-of-blue-leaves/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/09/ben-stiller-edie-falco-headed-to-broadway-in-revival-of-house-of-blue-leaves.html
http://www.azcentral.com/thingstodo/stage/articles/2011/03/30/20110330eddie-falco-broadway-house-blue-leaves-ben-stiller-jennifer-jason-leigh.html
http://blogs.villagevoice.com/dailymusto/2011/04/the_house_of_bl.php
http://www.playbill.com/news/article/149440-House-of-Blue-Leaves-Revival-With-Ben-Stiller-and-Edie-Falco-Begins-on-Broadway-April-4
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/
http://aolhuffingtonpost.sl.advertising.com/admin/advertisers/indexPl.jsp
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/big-news/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/jennifer-love-hewitt
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/jennifer-love-hewitt
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/jennifer-love-hewitt
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/movies
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/movies
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/the-kardashians
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/the-kardashians
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/the-kardashians
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/homelessness
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/homelessness
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/natural-disasters
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/natural-disasters
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/natural-disasters
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/kenya
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/kenya
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/healthy-living-health-news
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/healthy-living-health-news
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/healthy-living-health-news
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/poetry
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/poetry
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/video
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/video
http://aolhuffingtonpost.sl.advertising.com/admin/advertisers/indexPl.jsp
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/big-news/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/media/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/comedy/
http://music.aol.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/television/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/celebrity-kids/
http://moviefone.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/advertise
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/login/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/makehome/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/syndication
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jobs/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/p/frequently-asked-question.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/terms.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/privacy/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/comment/policy/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/p/huffington-post.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/contact/
http://twitter.com/AndrewBenvenuti/statuses/78138225264300030
http://twitter.com/
http://search.twitter.com/search?q=%23OprahSwanson
http://huff.to/kpvPCp
http://search.twitter.com/search?q=%23ParksandRec
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/politics/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/business/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/media/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tech/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/comedy/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/style/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/world/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/food/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/healthy-living/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/healthy-living/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/impact/
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/local/

	VyLXJldHVyX2JfODYwMjgzLmh0bWwA: 
	form3: 
	q: Search News and Topics
	input3: 


	VyLXJldHVyX2JfODYwMjgzLmh0bWwA: 
	input1: 
	q: ben stiller broadway
	go: 

	VyLXJldHVyX2JfODYwMjgzLmh0bWwA: 
	form1: 
	input1: ben stiller broadway
	input3: 


	VyLXJldHVyX2JfODYwMjgzLmh0bWwA: 
	search_form: 
	q: 
	input3: 




