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Bob *** 1/2 out of ****
SITI Company AT New York Live Arts

SHARE THIS STORY

What a puckish, bold enterprise. Not only is Bob a show
about one of the most acclaimed theater and opera
Get Entertainment Alerts directors working today -- Robert Wilson -- it profiles
him by using elements of his distinctive, ground-
breaking style. It was conceived and directed by Anne
Bogart, created and performed by Will Bond (who has
Submit this story worked with Wilson) and has text adapted by Jocelyn
Clarke from interviews Wilson has given over the years.
With the landmark work Einstein on the Beach touring the world and set to arrive at BAM in the fall, it's
an ideal time to revisit this look at Wilson.

Sign Up

The director's own words tell us about his childhood, his insights on art, his working methods and stories
from his career, all of it presented in a style reminiscent of Wilson's own. But here's the important
distinction: Bob is not imitative. Ultimately it is nothing like what Wilson might do with the same
material. It's rich in anecdote, quietly moving, funny and features a strong narrative as we learn his story.

Wilson began as a little boy growing up in Waco, Texas, with parents utterly bewildered by their son's
artistic leanings. Wilson describes an early piece he staged in his garage, with apparently the garage door
closing and then opening to reveal a new tableaux, such as one featuring his grandmother and sister
moving around the room ritually. Neighbors dragged their kids away and Wilson's dad found it not only
weird but genuinely upsetting. Flash forward to years later when Wilson calls his dad to describe his
latest work: several thousand people show up every night to see a piece that contains no dialogue and it's
seven hours long. "I want you to come see it," says Wilson while we laugh.

Just as absorbing as Wilson's life story are the comments he makes about art in general and the way the
show illustrates how he'll come up with a movement and then refine and repeat it over and over. It's all
performed on a stage with Bond traversing a bare space defined by one giant square divided into nine
smaller squares. In one corner Bond begins the show sitting in a chair, staring at the quart of milk sitting

Sen. Ben Cardin
Jeffrey Sachs

T » "Mobile- muTouch.

myTouohe @

my Torohe

Help Us Write 'The Words'
Quick Read | Comments (26) | 08.20.2012

FOLLOW Us

MOST POPULAR ON HUFFPOST 1of2

Isaac Balloons Into A
Hurricane, New Orleans
Threatened

Recommend 644

Limbaugh's Wild Isaac
Conspiracy
Like 6k


http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/becomeFan.php?of=hp_blogger_Michael Giltz
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/becomeFan.php?of=hp_blogger_Michael Giltz
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/author/index.php?author=michael-giltz
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/author/index.php?author=michael-giltz
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/login/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/login/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/anne-bogart
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/robert-wilson
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/bob-robert-wilson
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/director-robert-wilson
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/robert-wilson-opera
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/robert-wilson-opera
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/theater-play-bob
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/theater-robert-wilson
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment
http://siti.org/Templates/New_Index.html?../shows/Bob_2012.htm
http://www.siti.org/
http://newyorklivearts.org/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/08/28/hurricane-isaac-2012-tropical-storm-new-orleans_n_1835784.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/08/28/hurricane-isaac-2012-tropical-storm-new-orleans_n_1835784.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/08/28/hurricane-isaac-2012-tropical-storm-new-orleans_n_1835784.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/08/28/hurricane-isaac-2012-tropical-storm-new-orleans_n_1835784.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/08/28/rush-limbaugh-isaac-obama-convention_n_1835674.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/08/28/rush-limbaugh-isaac-obama-convention_n_1835674.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://ad.doubleclick.net/activity;src%3D998766%3Bmet%3D1%3Bv%3D1%3Bpid%3D84120182%3Baid%3D260491985%3Bko%3D0%3Bcid%3D49851298%3Brid%3D49843531%3Brv%3D1%3Bcs%3Df%3Beid1%3D932462%3Becn1%3D1%3Betm1%3D0%3B_dc_redir%3Durl%3fhttp://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3ce0/7/a2/%2a/r%3B260491985%3B0-0%3B0%3B84120182%3B4307-300/250%3B49851298/49843531/1%3B%3B%7Eokv%3D%3Bpc%3DaolO3039339%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp%3A//at.atwola.com/adlink%2F5113%2F2037444%2F0%2F170%2FAdId%3D3039339%3BBnId%3D2%3Bitime%3D222097914%3Bnodecode%3Dyes%3Bimpref%3D1346222096269109075%3Blink%3Dhttp://mytouch.t-mobile.com/simple-phones?cm_mmc_o=Kbl5kzYCjCzczywEwllCjCFYaBAgtCjCFYaBAgtjybgtj_zEEwyl&cm_mmca1=&cm_mmca2=&cm_mmca3=&cm_mmca4=
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/celebrity/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tv/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/political-hollywood/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/entertainment-features/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/hollywood-buzz/
http://videos.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/the-blog/
http://at.atwola.com/adlink/3.0/5113.1/2347390/1/16/AdId=3138844;BnId=1;link=http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/08/20/the-words-bradley-cooper_n_1809986.htmlhttp://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/08/20/the-words-bradley-cooper_n_1809986.html
http://at.atwola.com/adlink/3.0/5113.1/2347390/1/16/AdId=3138844;BnId=1;link=http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/08/20/the-words-bradley-cooper_n_1809986.htmlhttp://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/08/20/the-words-bradley-cooper_n_1809986.html
http://at.atwola.com/adlink/3.0/5113.1/2347390/1/16/AdId=3138844;BnId=1;link=http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/08/20/the-words-bradley-cooper_n_1809986.htmlhttp://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/08/20/the-words-bradley-cooper_n_1809986.html
http://at.atwola.com/adlink/3.0/5113.1/2347390/1/16/AdId=3138844;BnId=1;link=http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/08/20/the-words-bradley-cooper_n_1809986.htmlhttp://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/08/20/the-words-bradley-cooper_n_1809986.html#comments
http://at.atwola.com/adlink/3.0/5113.1/2347390/1/16/AdId=3138844;BnId=1;link=http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/08/20/the-words-bradley-cooper_n_1809986.htmlhttp://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/08/20/the-words-bradley-cooper_n_1809986.html#comments
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/john-hillcoat/lawless-movie_b_1837921.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/sen-benjamin-l-cardin/republican-convention-2012_b_1837503.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/harry-shearer/in-praise-of-waste-fraud_b_1835996.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jeffrey-sachs/tackling-extreme-rural-po_b_1835615.html
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-bob-robert-wilson_b_1222340.html?view=print&comm_ref=false
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-bob-robert-wilson_b_1222340.html?view=print&comm_ref=false
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffingtonpost.com%2Fmichael-giltz%2Ftheater-bob-robert-wilson_b_1222340.html&title=michael-giltz: Theater%3A+Bob+Is+A+Clear-Eyed%2C+Clever+Look+At+Director+Robert+Wilson
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffingtonpost.com%2Fmichael-giltz%2Ftheater-bob-robert-wilson_b_1222340.html&title=michael-giltz: Theater%3A+Bob+Is+A+Clear-Eyed%2C+Clever+Look+At+Director+Robert+Wilson
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/social/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/social/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://ad.doubleclick.net/activity;src%3D998766%3Bmet%3D1%3Bv%3D1%3Bpid%3D84120180%3Baid%3D261387007%3Bko%3D0%3Bcid%3D49923679%3Brid%3D49915272%3Brv%3D1%3Bcs%3Dl%3Beid1%3D857882%3Becn1%3D1%3Betm1%3D0%3B_dc_redir%3Durl%3fhttp://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3ce0/7/a3/%2a/c%3B261387007%3B0-0%3B0%3B84120180%3B31670-970/66%3B49923679/49915272/1%3B%3B%7Eokv%3D%3Bpc%3DaolO3039341%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp%3A//at.atwola.com/adlink%2F5113%2F2211854%2F0%2F2392%2FAdId%3D3039341%3BBnId%3D2%3Bitime%3D222014522%3Bnodecode%3Dyes%3Bimpref%3D1346222015671724240%3Blink%3Dhttp://mytouch.t-mobile.com/simple-phones?cm_mmc_o=Kbl5kzYCjCzczywEwllCjCFYaBAgtCjCFYaBAgtjybgtj_zEEwyl&cm_mmca1=&cm_mmca2=&cm_mmca3=&cm_mmca4=
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/edm/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/political-hollywood/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/the-avengers/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/one-direction/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/armchair-detective
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/big-news/#entertainment
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);

on a table in the square at the opposite corner.

Throughout the show Bond approaches and surveys and plays with the quart of milk and the glass
originally hidden behind it. Clearly not lactose intolerant, Bond has devilish fun toying with these simple
elements in a formalized dance that embodies some of Wilson's approach to art. Artfully done on every
level, anecdote intersects with insight; at some stages Bond as Wilson hesitates and stumbles over his
words, at others he wonderfully demonstrates ideas like how the text can be divorced from movement
and strengthen the impact of both and the importance of slowing things down.

Wilson was profoundly influenced by a study that filmed new mothers in the act of reaching towards their
baby when the child was crying. At regular speed, you see a mother moving to comfort her child. Slow it
down frame by frame and the facial expressions and actions take on an entirely different light. Mothers
seem to lunge for their child in an act of anger and frustration. It's a funny, fascinating tale, especially for
those who know how ritualized and...measured Wilson's direction can be. We hear the story and later we
see Bond act it out, frame by frame and again and again we circle this story, revealing it for the turning
point it became in his growth as an artist.

Like that film, Bob slows down the wildly prolific artist and let's us examine him step by step, frame by
frame, revealing the heart and intellect embedded in Wilson's avant-garde style. All of this is presented in
an impeccable production by Bogart whose every element works in concert. The set by Neil Patel, the
costume by James Schuette, the lighting by Brian H. Scott (with original lighting design by Mimi Jordan
Sherin), and especially the soundscape by Darron L. West (which combines everything from scraps of
songs by Harry Nilsson to muttering voices and orchestral passages to capure the quicksilver imagination
of Wilson) each work together beautifully. They pay the ultimate compliment to Wilson by not merely
copying his art but using it as a springboard for their own imaginations.

The Theater Season 2011-2012 (on a four star scale)

The Agony And The Ecstasy Of Steve Jobs ** 1/2
All-American **

All's Well That Ends Well/Shakespeare in the Park **
The Atmosphere Of Memory 1/2 *

Bob *** 1/2

Bonnie & Clyde feature profile of Jeremy Jordan
Broadway By The Year: 1997 ** 1/2

The Cherry Orchard with Dianne Wiest **
Chinglish * 1/2

Close Up Space *

Crane Story **

Cymbeline at Barrow Street Theatre ***

Dedalus Lounge * 1/2

An Evening With Patti Lupone and Mandy Patinkin ***
Follies *** 1/2

Fragments ***

The Gershwins' Porgy And Bess *** 1/2

Godspell ** 1/2
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Hair ***
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Hero: The Musical * 1/2

How The World Began * 1/2

Hugh Jackman: Back On Broadway ***
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King Lear at Public with Sam Waterston **
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Lake Water **

Leo ***
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Mission Drift * 1/2

Misterman ** 1/2

The Mountaintop ** 1/2

Newsies **

Pigpen's The Nightmare Story *** 1/2
Once *** 1/2

Olive and The Bitter Herbs ** 1/2

On A Clear Day You Can See Forever * 1/2
One Arm ***

Other Desert Cities on Broadway ** 1/2
Private Lives **

Queen Of The Mist ** 1/2

Radio City Christmas Spectacular ** 1/2
Relatively Speaking * 1/2

The Road To Mecca ** 1/2

Samuel & Alasdair: A Personal History Of The Robot War ** 1/2

The Select (The Sun Also Rises) ** 1/2
Seminar **

Septimus & Clarissa *** 1/2

Shlemiel The First ** 1/2

Silence! The Musical * 1/2

69 Degrees South * 1/2

Sons Of The Prophet *** 1/2

Sontag: Reborn *

Spiderman: Turn Off The Dark * 1/2
Standing On Ceremony: The Gay Marriage Plays **
Stick Fly **

The Submission **

Super Night Shot ** 1/2

Sweet and Sad **

The Table ** 1/2

Titus Andronicus at Public with Jay O. Sanders * 1/2
Unnatural Acts ***

Venus In Fur ***

We Live Here **

Wild Animals You Should Know ** 1/2
Zarkana **

NEW YORK MUSICAL THEATRE FESTIVAL 2011

Blanche: The Bittersweet Life Of A Wild Prairie Dame *** 1/2
Central Avenue Breakdown ** 1/2
Crazy, Just Like Me ***

Cyclops: A Rock Opera *

Ennio: The Living Paper Cartoon ** 1/2
F---ing Hipsters **

Ghostlight **

Gotta Getta Girl ** 1/2 for staged reading
Greenwood *

Jack Perry Is Alive (And Dating) * 1/2
Kiki Baby ** 1/2

Kissless * 1/2

Madame X **

The Pigeon Boys ***

Time Between Us * 1/2

Tut **

FRINGEFEST NYC 2011

Araby *

The Bardy Bunch **

Books On Tape ** 1/2

Civilian **

Hard Travelin' With Woody ***
Leonard Cohen Koans *** 1/2
The More Loving One **

The Mountain Song *** 1/2
Paper Cuts ***
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Oh man. Gorgeous, touching
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Parker & Dizzy's Fabulous Journey To The End Of The Rainbow ** 1/2
Pearl's Gone Blue ***

Rachel Calof ** 1/2

Romeo & Juliet: Choose Your Own Ending **

2 Burn*1/2

Walls and Bridges **

What The Sparrow Said ** 1/2

Yeast Nation ***

Thanks for reading. Michael Giltz is the cohost of Showbiz Sandbox, a weekly pop culture podcast that
reveals the industry take on entertainment news of the day and features top journalists and opinion
makers as guests. It's available for free on iTunes. Visit Michael Giltz at his website and his daily blog.
Download his podcast of celebrity interviews and his radio show, also called Popsurfing and also
available for free on iTunes. Link to him on Netflix and gain access to thousands of ratings and reviews.

Note: Michael Giltz is provided with free tickets to shows with the understanding that he will be
writing a review.

Follow Michael Giltz on Twitter: www.twitter.com/michaelgiltz
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