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Theater: "Catch Me If You Can"
Dazzles Broadway

CATCH ME IF YOU CAN *** 1/2 out of ****

NEIL SIMON THEATRE

It's tempting to say "a star is born." But that already

happened with actor Aaron Tveit's electrifying turn in

the Pulitzer Prize-winning show Next To Normal.  So

let's just say a star is confirmed with Tveit's winningly

confident and charming performance as the young con

artist Frank Abagnale Jr. in Catch Me If You Can. He

sings and dances and oozes sex appeal with ease; most of

all, Tveit simply belongs on stage under the spotlight.

Like a pilot who strides onto a plane in uniform, Tveit

inspires confidence in an audience. He comes out and

starts talking and you immediately relax: it's going to be

a fun ride.

It helps when a star is surrounded by an excellent cast from top to bottom and a creative team that is

perfectly in sync with the material. Catch Me If You Can is a sheer delight from the poignant and

brilliant book by Terrence McNally to the sexy but character-driven choreography by Jerry Mitchell to

the perfect sets by David Rockwell to the spot-on costumes by William Ivey Long to Kenneth Posner's

marvelous lighting. It's all tied together by the superlative direction of Jack O'Brien which is seamless in

weaving together drama, comedy, dance, acting, genuine scenes of pathos and casual banter with the

audience and orchestra. Here's the creative team in rehearsals:
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The lone exception to this litany of praise is the strong score by Marc Shaiman, which is not matched by

the merely serviceable songs by Shaiman and co-lyricist Scott Wittman. It's a step down from their work

on Hairspray. The songs aren't bad and sometimes prove quite effective. But they're the one element

that keeps this from being an instant classic.

Maybe you've seen the film by Steven Spielberg? It contains one of Leonardo DiCaprio's best

performances as a kid, really, who starts writing bad checks and soon begins conning his way into a life

of ease and pleasure. He fakes being an airline pilot, a doctor (!), a lawyer and soon has left a trail of cons

amounting to almost $2 million that has FBI agent Carl Hanratty (the great Norbert Leo Butz) hot on his

trail like a schlubby Inspector Javert. When Frank falls in love with a girl (Kerry Butler), he's ready to

settle down and have a real life. But is that even possible any more and would he know how?

The smartest decision they made was to begin the show with Frank's arrest at a Miami airport, where he

demands to make a statement. When Hanratty responds that Frank isn't going to put on a show for God's

sake, of course that's exactly what he does. It's a TV special in a way, which allows for all sorts of smart

touches and just the right sort of glitzy superficiality to let the story of his cons go down easy.

The orchestra is onstage on a riser, with stairways leading down, allowing for all sorts of razzle dazzle like

you might have seen on The Andy Williams Show way back when. Suddenly, Tveit is free to address the

audience, introduce characters like his folks and his girl even when they're not going to appear in the real

story until much later and even get interrupted by Hanratty with some pestering questions. This one

conceit -- Frank's story told as if it were a TV special -- works like a charm. It informs everything that

comes after it and makes this complex, time-shifting tale flow by effortlessly.

And the production numbers bring it home. When I heard a sample of four songs sent to theater fans to

encourage ticket sales, I was worried. But those same songs delivered with pizazz by a huge cast and with

great choreography and sets deliver a genuine jolt of pleasure to the audience again and again. "Live In

Living Color" sets things off perfectly, right down to the chorus line high kicking it. The female chorus

gets to have more fun than the guys since they're constantly in sexy costumes and even get to solo during

numbers with Tveit, whether it's as stewardesses in "Jet Set" or nurses in "Doctor's Orders."

Time and again, the sets are just right. A scene in the FBI offices contains just two subtly under-sized

desks and some depressing office lighting stretching off into the back. That's it -- just a slanted

impression that the office goes on and on. Why are the desks undersized? (You might not even notice it.)

To emphasize their dull lives compared to Frank's? I don't know why, but it immediately delivers the

information you need (where the scene is set) and the emotional state of the people in it with no muss or

fuss. The same is true of multiple bar scenes, Frank at home as a kid, the airport lounge and on and on --

when a scene needs more, it gets more; when less is more, that's what they deliver.

Butz is the perfect partner for Tveit. He gives gravity and weight to a character that might have just been

a comic foil. It's hard to top Tveit but when Butz gets to knock it out of the park with "Don't Break The
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Rules," the audience is cheering him on as the underdog he is compared to our dazzling con man. This is

a show so confident in its story that it ends the first act on a quiet note as Butz's Hanratty realizes that

the guy he is tracking down is just a kid. Thanks to the gravity Butz brings to the role (never missing the

humor or fun, either), that moment delivers.

Almost everyone else is ideal as well. Tom Wopat plays Frank's ne'er do well dad with ease, a guy who

makes us like him and then distrust him and then feel pity for him. His two big numbers -- "Butter Outta

Cream" with his son and "Little Boy, Be A Man" -- are two of the show's best. Just look through the cast

credits for the rest who deliver. They all do with the exception of Butler. She's good in the acting

moments. But her big number is one of the weakest -- "Fly, Fly Away" -- and unlike the rest (whose

moments in the spotlight are played at just the right level of intensity), Butler is so determined to turn

her song into a showstopper that she pummels it into the ground, complete with Bette Midler-like arm-

movements (as if she's gonna literally fly away) and an unfortunate attempt to get soulful. She's much

better on the quiet moments of the song, when the sweetness she exuded in Xanadu comes through

again.

These are minor complaints in a show that is clearly this generation's answer to How To Succeed In

Business Without Really Trying, right down to the references to Pan Am and this show's homage to that

one by having the hero turn to the audience and smile mischievously when he's about to pull another con.

The hero in How To Succeed is a bit of a cipher. But the hero in Catch Me If You Can is a young guy with

a messed-up but loving dad who is just doing what he's been taught: maintain eye contact, keep talking

and never tell the truth when a lie is so much easier. That show may have the better songs but this one

has heart, something that few light-hearted romps like this ever even attempt.

At the center of it all is Tveit, who doesn't need to con anyone about anything. Yes, he maintains eye

contact and keeps talking and tells us stories all night long. But we sure get our money's worth.

THE 2010-2011 THEATER SEASON (ratings on a four star system)

Angels in America revival at Signature *** out of ****

Anything Goes ** 1/2

Arcadia with Billy Crudup *** 1/2

Bengal Tiger At The Baghdad Zoo ** 

Between Worlds/Entre Mundos * 1/2

Beautiful Burnout at St. Ann's Warehouse **

Blood From A Stone ** 1/2

The Broadway Musicals Of 1921 at Town Hall ***

Cactus Flower *

Catch Me If You Can *** 1/2

Devil Boys From Beyond **

The Diary Of A Madman with Geoffrey Rush at BAM ***

The Divine Sister *** 1/2 

Double Falsehood **

The Dream Of The Burning Boy ** 1/2

Driving Miss Daisy **

Elf *

Elling **

A Free Man Of Color ** 1/2

Gatz ***

Ghetto Klown ***

Good People with Frances McDormand **

The Grand Manner **

The Great Game ***

Gruesome Playground Injuries ***

The Hallway Trilogy: Nursing **

The Hallway Trilogy: Paraffin ***

The Hallway Trilogy: Rose ***

How To Succeed In Business Without Really Trying ***

The Importance Of Being Earnest ** 1/2

The Interminable Suicide Of Gregory Church *** 1/2

John Gabriel Borkman * 1/2

La Bete ** 1/2
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Les Miserables ***

Lombardi **

Macbeth with John Douglas Thompson **

The Merchant Of Venice *** 1/2

Middletown ***

Mike Birbiglia's My Girlfriend's Boyfriend ***

The Milk Train Doesn't Stop Here Anymore *

Mistakes Were Made ** 1/2

Nixon In China *** 1/2

The New York Idea **

The Nightingale and Other Short Fables at BAM ***

Other Desert Cities ** 

Our Town with Helen Hunt ***

The Pee-wee Herman Show ***

Priscilla, Queen Of The Desert: The Musical * 1/2

The Road To Qatar *

Room ***

The Scottsboro Boys ****

Small Craft Warnings zero stars

Three Sisters (w Maggie Gyllenhaal and Peter Sarsgaard) *** 1/2

Timon Of Athens at Public with Richard Thomas ***

The Whipping Man **

Wings **

Women On The Verge Of A Nervous Breakdown **

AT THE NEW YORK MUSICAL FESTIVAL

Blood Ties ***

Fellowship * 1/2

Fingers and Toes ** 1/2

Frog Kiss *** 1/2

The Great Unknown ** 1/2

Nighttime Traffic **

Our Country *

PopArt *

Shine! The Horatio Alger Musical ** 1/2

Show Choir **

Tess: The New Musical **

Trav'lin' ***

Without You *** 1/2

*****

Thanks for reading. Michael Giltz is the cohost of Showbiz Sandbox, a weekly pop culture podcast that

reveals the industry take on entertainment news of the day and features top journalists and opinion

makers as guests. It's available free on iTunes. Visit Michael Giltz at his website and his daily blog.

Download his podcast of celebrity interviews and his radio show, also called Popsurfing and also

available for free on iTunes. Link to him on Netflix and gain access to thousands of ratings and

reviews.

Note: Michael Giltz was provided with tickets to this shows with the understanding that he would be

writing a review.

Follow Michael Giltz on Twitter: www.twitter.com/michaelgiltz
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Fernandoazpurua Hay un nuevo musical en broadway de "Catch me if you can"
siguiendo la moda de llevar películas a las tablas... me pregunto que tal será..

4 hours ago from web

ckratz22 I'm at Catch Me If You Can (Neil Simon Theatre, 250 West 52nd Street
btwn 8th & Broadway, New York) w/ 3 others http://4sq.com/gomU3v

9 hours ago from foursquare

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-the-great-game-ga_b_793990.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-reviews-lombardi_b_772688.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-brand-new-shakesp_b_840255.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-al-pacino-in-subt_b_784576.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-pee-wees-silly-mi_b_782976.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/mike-birbiglias-my-girlfriends-boyfriend_b_843985.html
https://blogger.huffingtonpost.com/mt.cgi?__mode=view&_type=entry&id=818486&blog_id=3
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-al-pacino-in-subt_b_784576.html
https://blogger.huffingtonpost.com/mt.cgi?__mode=view&_type=entry&id=818486&blog_id=3
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-reviews-nixon-in_b_818486.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-not-so-good-peopl_b_831661.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-killer-kitson-fai_b_810054.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-review-our-town-w_b_646429.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-pee-wees-silly-mi_b_782976.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-priscilla-totters_b_838260.html
https://blogger.huffingtonpost.com/mt.cgi?__mode=view&_type=entry&id=818486&blog_id=3
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-a-room-of-her-own_b_837742.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-review-the-scotts_b_777356.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-geoffrey-rush-in_b_828728.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-not-so-good-peopl_b_831661.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-andre-braugher-su_b_820317.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-reviews-driving-m_b_775164.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-review-women-on-t_b_779737.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-new-york-musical_b_766979.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/showbizsandbox
http://bit.ly/9W2NN
http://bit.ly/cCVoJ4
http://bit.ly/9p8aXv
http://bit.ly/2f0clv
http://bit.ly/2f0clv
http://www.netflix.com/Reviews?prid=382579288&lnkce=mdp-profile&trkid=1468747
http://www.netflix.com/Reviews?prid=382579288&lnkce=mdp-profile&trkid=1468747
http://www.twitter.com/michaelgiltz
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/big-news/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/nba
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/nba
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/afghanistan
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/afghanistan
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/fast-food
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/fast-food
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/gas-prices
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/gas-prices
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/nasa
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/nasa
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/hockey
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/hockey
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/brian-williams
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/brian-williams
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/gabrielle-giffords
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/gabrielle-giffords
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/gabrielle-giffords
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/mexico
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/mexico
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/big-news/
http://twitter.com/Fernandoazpurua
http://twitter.com/Fernandoazpurua/statuses/62043516729171970
http://twitter.com/
http://twitter.com/ckratz22
http://4sq.com/gomU3v
http://twitter.com/ckratz22/statuses/61963131244650500
http://foursquare.com/


Lindsay Lohan
Quickly Released
From Jail After...

Antoine Dodson
Arrested For

Marijuana
Possession

'The Hangover 2'
Trailers: New TV

Spots...

'The Office' Season
Finale: Jim Carrey

Joining...

Comments 0 Pending Comments 0 View FAQ

More in Entertainment...

  Buy a link here  

Sponsored Links

Mom Is 55, Looks 30...
Her clever $5 wrinkle therapy angers Botox Doctors. Find Out How!
FDXNews8.com

SHOCKING: Apple iPad for $24.87
TODAY ONLY: Auction site to give away 1,000 iPads for $24.87!
Channel9Today.org/Shocking-Deals

Trade Free for 60 Days.
Plus get up to $500. Apply at E*TRADE Securities.
www.etrade.com/tradefree

DO NOT buy Auto Insurance!
A secret to saving you money now. $9 Auto Insurance is here!
www.Consumer-Insurance.org

  Buy a link here  

Sponsored Links

Mom Is 55, Looks 30...
Her clever $5 wrinkle therapy angers Botox Doctors. Find Out How!
FDXNews8.com

 

Recency  | Popularity

 

Login or connect with:  More Login Options

Post to Facebook. Post to Blogger. Post to Twitter.

Post to WordPress. Post to TypePad. Post to Tumblr.

To reply to a Comment: Click "Reply" at the bottom of the

comment; after being approved your comment will appear directly

underneath the comment you replied to.

Share your Comment:

Post CommentPreview Comment

View All

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/04/23/lindsay-lohan-quickly-released-from-jail_n_852834.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/04/23/lindsay-lohan-quickly-released-from-jail_n_852834.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/04/23/lindsay-lohan-quickly-released-from-jail_n_852834.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/04/23/lindsay-lohan-quickly-released-from-jail_n_852834.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/04/23/antoine-dodson-arrested-marijuana_n_852858.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/04/23/antoine-dodson-arrested-marijuana_n_852858.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/04/23/antoine-dodson-arrested-marijuana_n_852858.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/04/23/antoine-dodson-arrested-marijuana_n_852858.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/04/23/antoine-dodson-arrested-marijuana_n_852858.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/04/23/the-hangover-2-trailers-video_n_852822.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/04/23/the-hangover-2-trailers-video_n_852822.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/04/23/the-hangover-2-trailers-video_n_852822.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/04/23/the-hangover-2-trailers-video_n_852822.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/04/22/the-office-season-finale-jim-carrey_n_852397.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/04/22/the-office-season-finale-jim-carrey_n_852397.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/04/22/the-office-season-finale-jim-carrey_n_852397.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/04/22/the-office-season-finale-jim-carrey_n_852397.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/p/frequently-asked-question.html#moderation
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/
http://aolhuffingtonpost.sl.advertising.com/admin/advertisers/indexPl.jsp
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://aolhuffingtonpost.sl.advertising.com/admin/advertisers/indexPl.jsp
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);


 

ENTERTAINMENT MEDIA COMEDY MUSIC TV CELEBRITY KIDS MOVIEFONE

Advertise  | Log In  | Make HuffPost your Home Page  | RSS  | Careers  | FAQ  | Contact Us

User Agreement  | Privacy  | Comment Policy  | About Us  | Powered by Movable Type

Copyright © 2011 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc.  | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved.

Get Alerts

FRONT
PAGE

POLITICS BUSINESS ENTERTAINMENTMEDIA TECH COMEDY SPORTS STYLE WORLD FOOD LIVING IMPACT EDU LOCAL

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/media/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/comedy/
http://music.aol.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/television
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/celebrity-kids
http://moviefone.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/advertise
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/login/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/makehome/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/syndication
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jobs/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/p/frequently-asked-question.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/contact/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/terms.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/privacy/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/comment/policy/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/p/huffington-post.html
http://sixapart.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/twitter
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/twitter
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/twitter
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/politics/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/business/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/media/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tech/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/comedy/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/sports/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/style/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/world/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/food/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/living/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/impact/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/college/
javascript:void(0);

	lmLXlvdS1jX2JfODQ3MjYzLmh0bWwA: 
	input1: Enter email address
	input1_(1): 
	post_to_facebook: 1
	post_to_blogger: 1
	post_to_twitter: 1
	post_to_wordpress: 1
	post_to_typepad: 1
	post_to_tumblr: 1
	text: You must be logged in to comment.
	input1_(1)_(2): Enter email address

	lmLXlvdS1jX2JfODQ3MjYzLmh0bWwA: 
	form3: 
	q: Search News and Topics
	input3: 


	lmLXlvdS1jX2JfODQ3MjYzLmh0bWwA: 
	form1: 
	input1: catch me if you can broadway
	input3: 


	lmLXlvdS1jX2JfODQ3MjYzLmh0bWwA: 
	search_form: 
	q: 
	input3: 




