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FringeFest NYC is our response to the Edinburgh Fringe
Fest. This year it features almost 200 plays, musicals
and dance pieces scattered throughout NYC over 16
days. Exhausting, fun and invariably a crap shoot where
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so easy. You choose an important icon, preferably

fest. Here are four shows | caught so far.

someone who said or wrote witty, insightful or just plain
interesting things. Then you string together some of
their best comments in a show that illuminates their life

2
Submit this story Qj ;_':? @'

and times. If the person is an artist, all the better -- you get to include some of their artwork or quotes FMPIRE
. . . 0 .

from novelsﬂor 5|rTg their songs. So V\{hy do they so ofte_n se?m stnff and dull? Not so here. Writer and star The Alexander Knightley Gets

Randy Noojin delivers one of the delights of the fest with his straight-forward, no-nonsense portrayal of Wang Party Dangerous

singer, songwriter and activist Woody Guthrie in Hard Travelin® With Woody. Directed neatly by Richard
Mover, the show is framed by Woody performing at a union fundraiser in 1940. Noojin avoids imitation
but captures the spirit of Woody as he describes the mouthful of a name Woody had growing u
pratres "o spi O ooy 22 ! yhadgrowingup - - HUFFPOST SOCIAL NEWS
(Woodrow Wilson Guthrie), his social awakening as a boom town goes bust when the oil dries up, his
witnessing of the mistreatment of "Okies" in California and his aw-shucks approach to arguing for FOILLOWY U

"sticking together" via unions, even as the people trying to unionize are beaten and killed. The story is .f u [ 1 E <] '-.
punctuated with Guthrie's many terrific numbers, which Noojin delivers with aplomb, getting even an = J
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uptight New York crowd (not least of all me) singing along from the start. The show reaches a dramatic
peak when Guthrie is auditioning for the Rainbow Room in New York City and feels tempted by the lure
of fame and fortune. The rest of the show is descriptive and passionate, but this is the moment of real
theater. More scenes of genuine dramatic impact like that would have made this piece truly great. (And
while the focus is on social justice, a delightful song or two Guthrie wrote for kids would have provided a
useful break in the mood.) But this is solid, entertaining work that should travel far and wide in these
hard times, just like Guthrie himself.
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CIVILIAN ** out of ****
Here's a play that should have hewed more closely to its title and description. Civilian is described as a Mark Blankenship True Blood
documentary drama about veterans of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan "transitioning from soldier to e f;cker Punch: Season 4, Ep.
college student to civilian." Would that it were so. Perhaps 90 percent of the show covers far more ' B Like | /113
familiar territory -- why soldiers enlisted, donning that uniform for the first time, firing their weapon,
coming under fire, getting wounded and killing the enemy. Those stories -- based on oral histories Engadget: Windows 8 for

. . i . - tablets hands-on preview
recorded at the University of Kentucky -- are no less gripping for being familiar, though here they are (video)

rarely shaped by playwright and director Herman Daniel Farrell 111. Instead, the 10 percent of the show El Like
that does indeed focus on their life at home and on campus is far more fresh and compelling. Soldiers
who don't enter a classroom without planning an exit strategy, soldiers who have a panic attack when 9 I AoL Jobs: Spelling Errors

. . . L Lratie Send Red Flags To Employers
students "gang up" on a teacher, soldiers who get furious when a professor blithely dismisses U.S. troops R
as murderers, soldiers disdainful of students who describe an upcoming exam as life or death -- all of this < B Like 11K
is fairly uncharted territory and feels fresh. It's a pity so little of the show focuses on it. And the meta
trappings of the show, such as having the actors rehearse their scenes and getting notes or having a
student veteran interrupt their rehearsal to complain about the oral histories being turned into a play,
serve no useful purpose. And why is one of the most compelling tales of civilian life reduced to a text
message read aloud by several cast members? That cast is fine in a stolid, unemotional manner surely ‘a Kumi Naidoo

3K

DON'T MISS HUFFPOST BLOGGERS d10f5)p

meant to reflect the demeanor of the veterans interviewed. Far weaker are the interviewers. It's hard to Z‘;m Make a Wave: Greenpeace at
make banal questions seem interesting and then listen with a look of concern and empathy on your face,
but whatever would have worked isn't accomplished by Katie Ochoa, who makes every question sound

. . . . . Candy Spellin
false and trite. But Andrew Zimmerman rings equally false as an interviewer, though when he returns to E Yy =P 9

=

the stage as a soldier he delivers one of the show's lengthiest and most effective monologues. Too often,
the stories aren't allowed to unfold this way, which is why his tale is so engaging. Better shaping of the
material and a genuine focus on veterans as students might have made Civilian far more distinctive than
itis.

2 BURN * 1/2 out of **** ]ﬁ)[[!/#;gggl

A new college student seduces a vulnerable professor of literary theory in this gay noir. Or does he? Or is
he? No one is quite what they seem in this melodrama by playwright Alex Defazio. Paul (Jody P. Person)
is the professor who has just been dumped by his long-time lover. Manny (a comely Patrick Martin) is
the 19-year-old student who has the body of a 16-year-old and the mind of Anne Baxter in All About Eve.
This kid is trouble and Paul knows it, even as he falls for the lad's naughty charms. Manny is soon
peaking into the professor's laptop, having online sex with strangers, getting drunk on Paul's alcohol and
basically moving in, even as colleagues warn Paul about the danger he's in.
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While noir doesn't necessarily have to be realistic, you better be so caught up in the passion and danger
that you don't care. Instead, the world of the play just seems oddly divorced from the reality of campus
life and what would happen if a professor did openly shack up with a student. Deena Jiles is the colleague
and friend who bizarrely mocks her mentor's scholarship repeatedly (thank God that's addressed later
on) and Michelle Wood comes off best as Sarah, the other woman, surprisingly enough. Perhaps Wood
benefits from being a minor character with a clear focus and reason for behaving the way she does.
Everyone else just seems to behave unconvincingly. It doesn't help that co-directors Jennifer Joyce and
Person have the two female characters often on stage doing this or that for no apparent reason. They're
not witnesses or reminders of the world at large or anything. They're just... there. Defazio's use of literary
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PLAY VIDED

theory often sounds strained ("Love is just a social construct!" whines Manny several times, or words to
that effect) but not as strained as the eye-popping plot twists and character revelations, each one more
unbelievable and unearned than the last, right down to the gothic finale. Patrick has some fun with the
obviously coy and self-absorbed Manny and the man next to me who whipped out his opera glasses
certainly enjoyed Patrick's nude scene. But little pleasure can be derived from 2 Burn as a whole, not
even the guilty kind.

Scarlett's naked pics, Tyler
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PLAY VIDED

WALLS AND BRIDGES ** out of ****

I'm a huge Beatles fanatic so tell me that your play is set in a hotel room in 1974 with John Lennon MOST DISCUSSED RIGHT NOW d10f2)p
separated from Yoko Ono and having imaginary conversations with Stu Sutcliffe, his mother and
manager Brian Epstein (all of them dead in real life, of course) and I'm there. This show has the added
benefit of being written by fellow Liverpudlian Scott Murphy and being staged there twice by the
Liverpool Actors Studio. Unfortunately, it's strictly for Beatles fanatics like myself. Philip Quinn doesn't
try and mimic Lennon but rather embody his essence in this character. But what might have been an
interesting look at what kicked Lennon in the arse at this low point in his life devolves into a rehashing
of the past. Its strongest passage comes first, with handsome devil Keir Howard playing the magnetic Stu,
a (poor) bassist who quite the Beatles to stay in Germany and be a painter and bohemian, only to die at
an early age. his give and take with Lennon feels the liveliest. Claire O'Neill has less luck as Lennon's
mother Julia, who abandoned him. And Sam Inkson is unfortunately stiffest as all as closeted manager
Brian Epstein, just as uptight in death as perhaps he was in life. None of the actors are helped by dialogue
that spells out their feelings in blunt, obvious language. Quinn holds the stage decently, even as he's
forced to make "predictions"” about the future we all know will come true or paraphrase lines from future
Lennon songs in his dialogue to give fans like me a thrill at "lyric-spotting.” It's sincere but unaffecting,
I'm afraid. This can be done, as movies like Backbeat and The Hours and Times proved. It's just not very
easy. Here's Lennon with one of his biggest hits at the time.
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The Theater Season 2011-2012 (on a four star scale)

All's Well That Ends Well/Shakespeare in the Park **
Broadway By The Year: 1997 ** 1/2

Hair ***

Master Class w Tyne Daly ** 1/2

Measure For Measure/Shakespeare in the Park ***
Olive and The Bitter Herbs ** 1/2

One Arm ***

Silence! The Musical * 1/2

Spiderman: Turn Off The Dark * 1/2

Unnatural Acts ***

Zarkana **

FRINGEFEST NYC 2011

The Bardy Bunch **

Civilian **

Hard Travelin' With Woody ***

Parker & Dizzy's Fabulous Journey To The End Of The Rainbow ** 1/2
Rachel Calof ** 1/2

2 Burn*1/2

Walls and Bridges **

What The Sparrow Said ** 1/2

Thanks for reading. Michael Giltz is the cohost of Showbiz Sandbox, a weekly pop culture podcast that
reveals the industry take on entertainment news of the day and features top journalists and opinion
makers as guests. It's available for free on iTunes. Visit Michael Giltz at his website and his daily blog.
Download his podcast of celebrity interviews and his radio show, also called Popsurfing and also

available for free on iTunes. Link to him on Netflix and gain access to thousands of ratings and reviews.

Note: Michael Giltz was provided with free tickets to these show with the understanding that he would
be writing a review.

Follow Michael Giltz on Twitter: www.twitter.com/michaelgiltz
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@HuffPostTech http://t.co/alT650x
Retweet

il

Sponsored Links

Hyatt Summerfield Suites®

All Suites Hotel with a Full Kitchen. Free Breakfast &
Wi-Fi. Book Now

Hyatt.com/SummerfieldSuites

What is Scientology

Think For Yourself and Find Out for Yourself.
Scientology.org

College - 100% Online

Be more employable! Earn a certificate up to a doctoral
degree at Baker Online®.

www.bakercollegeonline.com

Buy a link here

HUFFPOST'S BIG NEWS PAGES

o« OFEA

Celebrity

Music Film

Fashion

MORE BIG NEWS PAGES »

Astronomy Food


http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-shakespeare-in-th_b_888823.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/broadway-by-the-year_b_881526.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-hair-back-on-broa_b_898732.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-tyne-daly-deliver_b_893405.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-shakespeare-in-th_b_888823.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-hair-back-on-broa_b_898732.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-spiderman-turn-of_b_880794.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-harvards-secret-g_b_883675.html
http://www.showbizsandbox.com/
http://bit.ly/9W2NN
http://michaelgiltz.com/
http://bit.ly/9p8aXv
http://bit.ly/2f0clv
http://www.netflix.com/Reviews?prid=382579288&lnkce=mdp-profile&trkid=1468747
http://www.twitter.com/michaelgiltz
http://aolhuffingtonpost.sl.advertising.com/admin/advertisers/indexPl.jsp
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/big-news/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/stylelist-celebrity
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/stylelist-celebrity
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/ukmusic
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/ukmusic
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/ukfilm
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/ukfilm
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/uktv
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/uktv
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/video
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/video
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/weird-animals
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/weird-animals
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/astronomy
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/astronomy
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/food
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/food
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/fashion
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/fashion
http://aolhuffingtonpost.sl.advertising.com/admin/advertisers/indexPl.jsp
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/big-news/
http://twitter.com/sarah_ross
http://twitter.com/sarah_ross/status/114133761838415873
http://t.co/YyoQ1EIR
http://twitter.com/soundcloud
http://twitter.com/soundcloud/status/114020532663488512
http://twitter.com/Bougie
http://twitter.com/HuffPostTech
http://t.co/aIT65Ox

More in Entertainment...

-

r

.

Michelle Williams' Paul Rudd In
Marilyn Monroe Playboy: Self-
Transformation For Loathing, Nudity

‘My...

Anna Faris Talks Madonna, In
Women Actresses, Toronto, Denies
Co-Stars And... Telling Volunteers
Not...

| | SEARCH

OLITICSBUSINESSENTERTAINMENTECH [MEDIA |LIFE & STYLE|CULTURECOMEDYHEALTHY LIVING

ENTERTAINMENT CELEBRITY MEDIA COMEDY MUSIC TV CELEBRITY KIDS MOVIEFONE

Advertise Log In Make HuffPost your Home Page RSS Careers FAQ

User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us Contact Us

Part of HuffPost News


http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/14/anna-faris-talks-women-ac_n_962483.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/14/anna-faris-talks-women-ac_n_962483.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/14/anna-faris-talks-women-ac_n_962483.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/14/anna-faris-talks-women-ac_n_962483.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/13/madonna-in-toronto-doesnt_n_959813.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/13/madonna-in-toronto-doesnt_n_959813.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/13/madonna-in-toronto-doesnt_n_959813.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/13/madonna-in-toronto-doesnt_n_959813.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/13/madonna-in-toronto-doesnt_n_959813.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/13/michelle-williams-marilyn-monroe_n_959702.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/13/michelle-williams-marilyn-monroe_n_959702.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/13/michelle-williams-marilyn-monroe_n_959702.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/13/michelle-williams-marilyn-monroe_n_959702.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/13/michelle-williams-marilyn-monroe_n_959702.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/14/paul-rudd-self-loathing-nudity-comedy_n_962268.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/14/paul-rudd-self-loathing-nudity-comedy_n_962268.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/14/paul-rudd-self-loathing-nudity-comedy_n_962268.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/14/paul-rudd-self-loathing-nudity-comedy_n_962268.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/14/paul-rudd-self-loathing-nudity-comedy_n_962268.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/celebrity/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/media/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/comedy/
http://music.aol.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/television/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/celebrity-kids/
http://moviefone.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/advertise
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/login/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/makehome/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/syndication
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jobs/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/p/frequently-asked-question.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/terms.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/privacy/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/comment/policy/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/p/huffington-post.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/contact/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/politics/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/business/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tech/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/media/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/style/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/culture/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/comedy/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/healthy-living/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/women/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/local/
javascript:void(0);

	xlbm5vbl9iXzkzMDg3Mi5odG1sAA==: 
	form1: 
	q: Search the Huffington Post
	input3: 


	xlbm5vbl9iXzkzMDg3Mi5odG1sAA==: 
	input1: 

	xlbm5vbl9iXzkzMDg3Mi5odG1sAA==: 
	search_form: 
	q: 
	input3: 




