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Theater: Gay Boy Scouts On The
Prowl In "Wild Animals"

WILD ANIMALS YOU SHOULD KNOW ** 1/2 out

of ****

LUCILLE LORTEL THEATRE

If you're studying nature and come across an unexpected

creature or observe unusual behavior, you shouldn't get

distracted by anything else. Keep your focus on the prize

you've discovered. That's a lesson for playwright Thomas

Higgins, who has nailed down some fresh relationships

and intriguing moments in his new play Wild Animals

You Should Know. But instead of focusing in on those

interesting new creatures, he gets distracted by the

ordinary and mundane.

The heart of his new drama is the odd friendship between Jacob (Gideon Glick) and Matthew (Jay

Armstrong Johnson). In one of several marvelous scenes, the show begins with Jacob and Matthew

chatting online via video. Matthew is dressed in his full Scout uniform and reciting the Boy Scout code as

he sexily removes the cap and scarf and then unbuttons his shirt in a slow strip tease. It's Jacob's birthday

and Matthew has promised the full monty. Jacob is gay while Matthew is straight-ish but enjoying the

attention of Jacob's desire and, yes, getting off on it himself. When Matthew says he's not gay but it just

so happens that Jacob "gives really good blow-jobs," you might wonder who is kidding who. Still, when

Matthew insists he's just narcissistic, it rings true. Their dynamic -- of friendship and sex, of an

ostensibly straight kid dominating and yet needing the approval of a gay kid -- is a rich one.

During that first scene, Matthew realizes a neighbor has been watching his strip-tease. Turning the
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tables, Matthew trains some binoculars on the neighbor who is apparently on a date of his own. When

Matthew realizes it's their Scoutmaster Rodney (John Behlmann) and that the man is closeted, you know

an upcoming camping trip will be fraught with danger for everyone.

That weekend in the woods offers another sensational few scenes -- Matthew toys with Rodney, crudely

revealing his knowledge about Rodney's sexuality and then later daring and threatening him in equal

measure when they're alone. It's electric stuff with Behlmann handsome enough to turn any teen from

questioning to answering and Johnson savoring the role of Matthew, a complex character who does one

questionable act after another but never becomes something as simple and dull as the villain or a closet

case.

Unfortunately, the show wastes a great deal of time on other characters. Matthew's dad Walter (Patrick

Breen) has just lost his job at work, something his wife (Alice Ripley) takes in stride but which he doesn't

reveal to his son. We watch him pack for the weekend camping trip and despite two fine actors and little

details of character (she asks which clothing he'd prefer and then packs whatever she wants anyway), it's

of absolutely no interest. Dad bonds with Larry, the slobby father (Daniel Stewart Sherman) of another

Scout, drinking and sharing stories while he learns Larry's wife has left him. Do we care? Not in the least.

Later diversions from the heart of the matter include Jacob's rambling tale to Walter of how he and

Matthew reignited their friendship after years of drifting apart or scenes of Scoutmaster Rodney dealing

with neighborhood abuse. That merely reminds us that we should know more about Jacob and Matthew's

relationship. They chat online but does Matthew ignore Jacob in school? Or has he truly befriended him?

We just don't know and that's not right. Other questions abound.

It's strange: Walter realizes his son Matthew has probably done questionable things but instead of

apologizing to Rodney he wants to know why the hell a gay man would join the Scouts, as if the very act

were suspicious. The reason propounded by the playwright is a vague cliche about a dead lover who was

an Artist. But what's the mystery? Unless one believes a gay man can't be around teenage boys without

preying on them, why is it so puzzling that an adult who loves the outdoors and wants to share that

appreciation would become a Scout leader? Can't Rodney just say he loves the Scouts and wanted to

continue the tradition and was willing to accept the humiliating situation of having to lie in order to do

so? It was a sacrifice he as an adult was ready to make. We can see Jacob truly in love with Scouting as

well, so it's clear how this could happen.

Instead, something darker might possibly be at work, as raised in the suggestive climax that is partially

unearned; in a better play, it would lead to characters grappling with the questions raised, rather than

just raising them. Still, director Trip Cullman scores in the scenes where something fascinating is going

on and adds detail and polish to the scenes that don't. The scenic design by Andromache Chalfant makes

effective use of video projection of stylized settings to suggest the anonymity of the suburbs and the

starkness of nature. The costumes of Jenny Mannis are spot-on, though Scout uniforms are the sexiest

thing on display. Fitz Patton's sound design usefully sets the mood, especially in the key camping

moments. And the lighting by David Weiner is very strong throughout, capturing the subtle shifts in

mood and the dangerous switch from intimate to intimacy, from sexy to scary.
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Glick starts off strong as the gay Jacob, though his offbeat line readings grow less effective as the show

goes on. This is more the fault of the play than a fine actor because the show loses interest in Jacob. It's

frustrating in particular that we get no sense of the relationship of this teen and Rodney, arguably the

only other gay character in the show and an adult who shares his passion for Scouting. Does Rodney

avoid him because Rodney fears being associated with what is likely a gay Scout? Does Rodney want to

be a positive mentor? Does Jacob reach out to him for support? Not discovering how these two might

relate to each other isn't just a wasted opportunity; it's a gap that feels wrong.

Also wasted are Breen, the marvelous Ripley and Sherman, all portraying relatively minor roles, ones

with little depth or interest. Behlmann is very good as Rodney, capturing both his sincere love of nature

and Scouting while quietly hinting how this intense connection might be a substitute for something

lacking in his life. And Johnson is magnetic and mercurial as Matthew. reveling in this character's many

layers, the excitement over his burgeoning sex appeal and the power that gives him. You can't keep your

eyes off him, which is exactly how he likes it.
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We Live Here **

Zarkana **

NEW YORK MUSICAL THEATRE FESTIVAL 2011

Blanche: The Bittersweet Life Of A Wild Prairie Dame *** 1/2

Central Avenue Breakdown ** 1/2

Crazy, Just Like Me ***

Cyclops: A Rock Opera *

Ennio: The Living Paper Cartoon ** 1/2

F---ing Hipsters **

Ghostlight **

Gotta Getta Girl ** 1/2 for staged reading

Greenwood *

Jack Perry Is Alive (And Dating) * 1/2

Kiki Baby ** 1/2

Kissless * 1/2

Madame X **

The Pigeon Boys ***

Time Between Us * 1/2

Tut  **

FRINGEFEST NYC 2011

Araby *

The Bardy Bunch **

Books On Tape ** 1/2

Civilian **

Hard Travelin' With Woody ***

Leonard Cohen Koans *** 1/2

The More Loving One **

The Mountain Song *** 1/2

Paper Cuts ***

Parker & Dizzy's Fabulous Journey To The End Of The Rainbow ** 1/2

Pearl's Gone Blue ***

Rachel Calof ** 1/2

Romeo & Juliet: Choose Your Own Ending **

2 Burn * 1/2

Walls and Bridges  **

What The Sparrow Said ** 1/2

Yeast Nation ***

Thanks for reading. Michael Giltz is the cohost of Showbiz Sandbox, a weekly pop culture podcast that

reveals the industry take on entertainment news of the day and features top journalists and opinion

makers as guests. It's available for free on iTunes. Visit Michael Giltz at his website and his daily blog.

Download his podcast of celebrity interviews and his radio show, also called Popsurfing and also

available for free on iTunes. Link to him on Netflix and gain access to thousands of ratings and reviews.

Note: Michael Giltz was provided with free tickets to this show with the understanding that he would

be writing a review.

Follow Michael Giltz on Twitter: www.twitter.com/michaelgiltz

Sponsored Links

57-Year Old Mom Looks 25
FALL SPECIAL: Mom Reveals $5 Wrinkle Trick That Has Angered Doctors!
ConsumerLifestyleAlerts.org

New Trick in TENNESSEE
If you drive 25 mi/day or less you better read this...
Insurance.Comparisons.org

Map Your Flood Risk
Find Floodplan Maps, Facts, FAQs, Your Flood Risk Profile and More!
www.floodsmart.gov

We’ll Sing At Any Door!

TOP VIDEO PICKS 1 of 9

MOST DISCUSSED RIGHT NOW 1of 2

HOT ON FACEBOOK 1 of 3

HOT ON TWITTER 1of 2

More Celebrity News at People.com

'TOWIE' Star Amy Childs Opens a
Salon

George Michael in Hospital

Asylum Snowtown Interview

The Greatest Guitar Player
Of All Time Revealed! 

PHOTO: Bloody New Look
For Angelina Jolie 

The Smartest Show On TV
Proves It With Secret
Scene 

Like 990

The Roots Greet Michele
Bachman With 'Lyin' Ass
Bitch' 

Like 4K

theellenshow

Retweet

I'm so thankful for @MarloThomas

and Jennifer Aniston and the

incredible work they do for children.

You can help them. http://t.co/8e6dE

willyouatme

Retweet

This is your brain on love (beautiful

INTERACTIVE GRAPHIC)

http://t.co/a6gW3YVI /via

@HuffingtonPost

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-zoe-kazan-pens-pl_b_1009137.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-cirque-du-soleils_b_888054.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-nymf-3----chorus_b_1009619.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/nymf-4-jazz-kiddies-camp_b_1014450.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-new-york-musical_b_994768.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-nymf-3----chorus_b_1009619.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-new-york-musical_b_994768.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-nymf-2----friends_b_996307.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-nymf-3----chorus_b_1009619.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/nymf-4-jazz-kiddies-camp_b_1014450.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/nymf-4-jazz-kiddies-camp_b_1014450.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-nymf-3----chorus_b_1009619.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/nymf-4-jazz-kiddies-camp_b_1014450.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-new-york-musical_b_994768.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/nymf-4-jazz-kiddies-camp_b_1014450.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-nymf-2----friends_b_996307.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-nymf-2----friends_b_996307.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/nymf-4-jazz-kiddies-camp_b_1014450.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/hero-plus-fringefest-3-mu_b_952680.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/fringe-festival-ny_b_933619.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/fringefest-nyc-woody-guthrie-lennon_b_930872.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/fringefest-nyc-woody-guthrie-lennon_b_930872.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/fringe-festival-ny_b_933619.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-problematic-or-pr_b_984455.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/fringefest-nyc-finale---f_b_974145.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/fringe-festival-ny_b_933619.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/hero-plus-fringefest-3-mu_b_952680.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/fringefest-nyc-finale---f_b_974145.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/fringe-festival-ny_b_933619.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/fringe-festival-ny_b_933619.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/fringefest-nyc-woody-guthrie-lennon_b_930872.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/fringefest-nyc-woody-guthrie-lennon_b_930872.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/fringe-festival-ny_b_933619.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/hero-plus-fringefest-3-mu_b_952680.html
http://www.showbizsandbox.com/
http://bit.ly/9W2NN
http://michaelgiltz.com/
http://bit.ly/9p8aXv
http://bit.ly/2f0clv
http://www.netflix.com/Reviews?prid=382579288&lnkce=mdp-profile&trkid=1468747
http://www.twitter.com/michaelgiltz
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://topsy.com/
http://www.people.com/people?xid=huffingtonpost-module-link
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=517213527&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=517213527&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=517213527&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=517213527&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=517213523&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=517213523&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=517213523&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=517213492&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=517213492&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=517213492&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/jimi-hendrix-named-greate_n_1109574.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/jimi-hendrix-named-greate_n_1109574.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/jimi-hendrix-named-greate_n_1109574.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/24/in-the-land-of-blood-and-honey-angelina-jolie-poster_n_1111761.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/24/in-the-land-of-blood-and-honey-angelina-jolie-poster_n_1111761.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/24/in-the-land-of-blood-and-honey-angelina-jolie-poster_n_1111761.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/community-beetlejuice-sec_n_1109612.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/community-beetlejuice-sec_n_1109612.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/community-beetlejuice-sec_n_1109612.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/community-beetlejuice-sec_n_1109612.html
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/roots-welcome-bachmann-wi_n_1107751.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/roots-welcome-bachmann-wi_n_1107751.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/roots-welcome-bachmann-wi_n_1107751.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/roots-welcome-bachmann-wi_n_1107751.html
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://twitter.com/theellenshow
http://twitter.com/theellenshow/status/139486166209662976
http://twitter.com/MarloThomas
http://t.co/8e6dE
http://twitter.com/willyouatme
http://twitter.com/willyouatme/status/139503017908125697
http://t.co/a6gW3YVI
http://twitter.com/HuffingtonPost


77 74 73 72 72

TOP INFLUENCERS ON THIS TOPIC TOP LINKS ON THIS TOPIC 1 of 5

I see Ian McKellen joined in the anti-Pope march in
London to... on Twitpic

Breaking News: Bert & Ernie aren't gay

All Out

Jimi Hendrix Named
Greatest Guitarist

Of All...

Robert Wagner:
Murder Suspect On

'NCIS'

Daniel Radcliffe
Almost Wasn't Harry

Potter

'Community':
Beetlejuice Secret

Easter Egg In
Halloween...

  Buy a link here  

Send Carolers To Your Friends With HomeGoods, Marshalls & T.J.Maxx!
www.ShareACarol.com

More in Entertainment...

HUFFPOST'S BIG NEWS PAGES

Volunteering Angelina Jolie Video

Holidays Elections 2012 Lady Gaga

Palestinian
Territories

scotland We Tried It

  Buy a link here  

Sponsored Links

57-Year Old Mom Looks 25
FALL SPECIAL: Mom Reveals $5 Wrinkle Trick That
Has Angered Doctors!
ConsumerLifestyleAlerts.org

We’ll Sing At Any Door!
Send Carolers To Your Friends With HomeGoods,
Marshalls & T.J.Maxx!
www.ShareACarol.com

New Trick in TENNESSEE
If you drive 25 mi/day or less you better read this...
Insurance.Comparisons.org

MORE BIG NEWS PAGES »

ENTERTAINMENT CELEBRITY MEDIA COMEDY MUSIC TV CELEBRITY KIDS MOVIEFONE

Advertise  | Log In  | Make HuffPost your Home Page  | RSS  | Careers  | FAQ

User Agreement  | Privacy  | Comment Policy  | About Us  | About Our Ads  | Contact Us

Copyright © 2011 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. | "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved.

Part of HuffPost News

 

neojakey51 Asagaya-Dental has Joined Storeboard. #SocialMedia for #Business -
Join Free Now! - dental via @storeboard

13 minutes ago from Tweet Button

suzhalliburton @ByMMartinez tell @nancygay i'm working, too! Happy
thanksgiving

35 minutes ago from UberSocial for Android

 

FRONT PAGEPOLITICSBUSINESSENTERTAINMENTTECH MEDIA LIFE & STYLE CULTURECOMEDYHEALTHY LIVINGWOMEN LOCAL MORE

http://twitter.com/thinkprogress
http://klout.com/thinkprogress
http://twitter.com/gmanews
http://klout.com/gmanews
http://twitter.com/iamsuperbianca
http://klout.com/iamsuperbianca
http://twitter.com/kirstiealley
http://klout.com/kirstiealley
http://twitter.com/ANCALERTS
http://klout.com/ANCALERTS
http://twitpic.com/2pq44x
http://twitpic.com/2pq44x
http://www.tmz.com/2011/08/11/sesame-street-bert-and-ernie-arent-gay-puppets-statement-sesame-street-workshop-facebook-rumors-marriage-online-petition/
http://allout.org/en/brenda/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/jimi-hendrix-named-greate_n_1109574.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/jimi-hendrix-named-greate_n_1109574.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/jimi-hendrix-named-greate_n_1109574.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/jimi-hendrix-named-greate_n_1109574.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/robert-wagner-murder-suspect_n_1108465.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/robert-wagner-murder-suspect_n_1108465.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/robert-wagner-murder-suspect_n_1108465.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/robert-wagner-murder-suspect_n_1108465.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/daniel-radcliffe-almost-w_n_1109799.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/daniel-radcliffe-almost-w_n_1109799.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/daniel-radcliffe-almost-w_n_1109799.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/daniel-radcliffe-almost-w_n_1109799.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/community-beetlejuice-sec_n_1109612.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/community-beetlejuice-sec_n_1109612.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/community-beetlejuice-sec_n_1109612.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/community-beetlejuice-sec_n_1109612.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/community-beetlejuice-sec_n_1109612.html
http://aolhuffingtonpost.sl.advertising.com/admin/advertisers/indexPl.jsp
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/big-news/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/volunteerism
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/volunteerism
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/angelina-jolie
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/angelina-jolie
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/video
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/video
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/holidays
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/holidays
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/elections-2012
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/elections-2012
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/lady-gaga
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/lady-gaga
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/gaza
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/gaza
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/gaza
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/scotland
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/scotland
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/we-tried-it
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/we-tried-it
http://aolhuffingtonpost.sl.advertising.com/admin/advertisers/indexPl.jsp
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/big-news/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/celebrity/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/media/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/comedy/
http://music.aol.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/television/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/celebrity-kids/
http://moviefone.com/
http://advertising.aol.com/brands/huffington-post
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/login/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/makehome/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/syndication
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jobs/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/p/frequently-asked-question.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/terms.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/privacy/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/comment/policy/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/p/huffington-post.html
http://adinfo.aol.com/about-our-ads/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/contact/
http://twitter.com/neojakey51
http://search.twitter.com/search?q=%23SocialMedia
http://search.twitter.com/search?q=%23Business
http://twitter.com/storeboard
http://twitter.com/neojakey51/statuses/139759324414230528
http://twitter.com/tweetbutton
http://twitter.com/suzhalliburton
http://twitter.com/ByMMartinez
http://twitter.com/nancygay
http://twitter.com/suzhalliburton/statuses/139753755095736320
http://ubersocial.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/politics/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/business/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tech/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/media/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/style/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/culture/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/comedy/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/healthy-living/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/women/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/local/
javascript:void(0);

	RzLW9uX2JfMTEwNTEzOC5odG1sAA==: 
	form1: 
	q: Search the Huffington Post
	input3: 
	input1: gay
	input3_(1): 


	RzLW9uX2JfMTEwNTEzOC5odG1sAA==: 
	input1: 

	RzLW9uX2JfMTEwNTEzOC5odG1sAA==: 
	search_form: 
	q: 
	input3: 




