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THE CHERRY ORCHARD **

CLASSIC STAGE COMPANY

Why oh why is Chekhov so hard to mount? His

characters are vivid, his dialogue piercing, his settings

specific and true. And yet time and time again one sees a

Chekhov play that doesn't satisfy. Last season CSC

mounted an excellent Three Sisters, the rare exception. But more often one walks away unsatisfied. I

recently saw Zoe Wannamaker, Simon Russell Beale and an excellent cast in London fail to bring to life

The Cherry Orchard. Much the same happens here with Dianne Wiest and John Turturro. Since the cast

-- including Juliet Rylance and Josh Hamilton, both good -- is top-notch, one has to look at director

Andrei Belgrader for not overcoming the difficult task of making it work.

As often happens at Classic Stage Company, the intimate space and limited funds bring out the best in

the set designer. Here Santo Loquasto creates a circular stage with a faded white covering, stained and

dirty looking. Huge billowy curtains contain the space until each act begins, with drapes that had been

billowing out into the audience (and making it difficult to walk to your seat) lit from within to capture a

poignant image and then whipped away. Sadly, these are the dramatic high points of the evening.

Ranevskaya (Wiest) is returning from Paris, where she was frittering away the last remaining bit of

money in her possession. Paralyzed by her fading fortunes and a fading way of life, she is simply

incapable of responding to the pleas of the successful businessman Lopakhin (a solid Turturro). The son

of a former slave of hers, Lopakhin has a plan to "save" Ranevskaya. It involves demolishing her

ancestral home and chopping down her beloved cherry orchard to build weekend getaways for the

burgeoning middle class. Yes, it means ending everything she's ever loved, but that will happen anyway

and at least she'd have a substantial income out of it.
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Of course, she doesn't, she can't act. The play is filled with people who fail to see their own best interests

or at best fail to act on them. Lopakhin can't bring himself to ask for the hand of Varya (Rylance) or even

look at her very much, even though she seems ideally suited to him. The servant Dunyasha (a flat

Elisabeth Waterston) ignores the bumbling Epikodov (Michael Urie) in favor of the rascal Yasha (Slate

Holmgren). And so on and so forth.

Wiest has a nice, unmoored feeling about her and Turturro handles the blunt practicality of Lopakhin

with ease. Moment to moment, most of the cast is fine but it never coheres into a singular, piercing vision

of the desperate straits we are witnessing. The marvelous actress Rylance for example is positively

unhinged by the pratfalling of Epikodov. Yes, of course she's letting her frustration with Lopakhin get the

better of her and taking it out on the poor fool, but still her tirades feel out of proportion. That humorous

figure is always a good sign of the play's health. When the humor feels forced or out of place as it does

here, it's likely the show is out of whack as well. (It will be nice to see Urie in How To Succeed soon).

Should I use a cooking metaphor or some other elaborate explanation of how tricky Chekhov is and how

one must get it just right or it doesn't work at all? Discuss the difficulty of dramatizing boredom (or

ennui or lethargy or whatever you want to call it)? This Orchard simply doesn't work. Roberta Maxwell

has fun as the eccentric servant Charlotta, interacting with the audience in a casually playful manner,

doing card tricks, sharing a pickle, taking someone's seat and so on. It works and yet it has nothing to do

with the world that Chekhov has created and so ultimately it's a distraction. Something is wrong when

Charlotta is what you remember best from The Cherry Orchard.

Wiest is certainly up to the task. She says her goodbye to that beloved nursery, exits and then quietly

returns to peek back one last time, packing more emotion into that final desperate glance than we've felt

all night. But what should have been the heartbreaking final moment was in fact the first realization that

something of import was happening at all.

THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER **

THEATRE AT ST. CLEMENT'S

People keep tackling The Cherry Orchard because it's so hard. And surely they keep tackling the hoary

comedy by Moss Hart & George S. Kaufman because it's so easy. Plus you've got some two dozen

speaking parts so everybody -- and I do mean everybody -- gets to play a role. No need for anyone to feel

left out when mounting The Man Who Came To Dinner around the country in high schools and

community theater. That doesn't change the fact that it hasn't aged well in the least. It's the sort of

boulevard comedy where name-dropping famous people and ritzy places is the height of sophistication. If

a gigantic, empty Egyptian sarcophagus appears in one scene, you can be certain someone will be

bundled into it by the next.

Jim Brochu plays Sheridan Whiteside, the man of letters who slips on a front doorstep and finds himself

marooned for weeks in the wasteland of Mesalia, Ohio. Whiteside is rude, arrogant, insufferable and

famous, with the fame part getting him a pass from the easily cowed people of the town. Brochu has been

playing Zero Mostel in the one-man show Zero Hour so he's not afraid to chew the scenery. But his

Whiteside is a pussycat. After an opening scene where he mocks one and all, Whiteside proves basically

sweet, charming the servants, making nice with the children and so on. His only fault is in trying to stop

his girl Friday Maggie Cutler (Any Landon) from falling in love with a local (Jay Stratton's Bert Jefferson)

and leaving him.

Hijinks most definitely ensue, including a doctor who has written an imposing memoir about his career

that he'd love Whiteside to read, a battle ax of a nurse suffering under Whiteside's unimaginative insults,

wacky showbiz friends like Banjo (Joseph R. Sicari doing his best Jimmy Durante whether you want him

to or not), a bunch of convicts, a choir boy, local busybodies, and much more.

John Windsor-Cunningham strikes the right foppish note as the actor Beverly Carlton but no one is

particularly good or bad. The comedy is too generic and indifferent for that. Like other Hart & Kaufman

shows (namely the tiresomely eccentric You Can't Take It With You), this star vehicle is simply too

rickety and unstable. It inspired a very nice set by Harry Feiner and the cast is having fun. Unfortunately,

they're having more fun than you will.

The Theater Season 2011-2012 (on a four star scale)

The Agony And The Ecstasy Of Steve Jobs ** 1/2

All-American **

All's Well That Ends Well/Shakespeare in the Park **

The Atmosphere Of Memory 1/2 *

Bonnie & Clyde feature profile of Jeremy Jordan

Broadway By The Year: 1997 ** 1/2

The Cherry Orchard with Dianne Wiest **

Chinglish * 1/2
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Crane Story **

Cymbeline at Barrow Street Theatre ***

An Evening With Patti Lupone and Mandy Patinkin ***

Follies *** 1/2

Fragments  ***

Godspell ** 1/2

Hair ***

Hand To God ***

Hero: The Musical  * 1/2

Hugh Jackman: Back On Broadway ***

Irving Berlin's White Christmas ***

King Lear at Public with Sam Waterston **

Lake Water **

Love's Labor's Lost at the PublicLab ** 1/2

Man And Boy * 1/2

The Man Who Came To Dinner **

Master Class w Tyne Daly ** 1/2

Measure For Measure/Shakespeare in the Park ***

Milk Like Sugar ***

The Mountaintop ** 1/2

Newsies  **

Pigpen's The Nightmare Story *** 1/2

Olive and The Bitter Herbs ** 1/2

One Arm ***

Other Desert Cities on Broadway ** 1/2

Private Lives **
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Radio City Christmas Spectacular ** 1/2

Relatively Speaking * 1/2

The Select (The Sun Also Rises) ** 1/2 

Seminar **

Septimus & Clarissa  *** 1/2

Silence! The Musical  * 1/2

69 Degrees South * 1/2

Sons Of The Prophet *** 1/2

Spiderman: Turn Off The Dark * 1/2

Standing On Ceremony: The Gay Marriage Plays **

The Submission **

Sweet and Sad ** 

Unnatural Acts ***

Venus In Fur ***

We Live Here **

Wild Animals You Should Know ** 1/2

Zarkana **

NEW YORK MUSICAL THEATRE FESTIVAL 2011

Blanche: The Bittersweet Life Of A Wild Prairie Dame *** 1/2

Central Avenue Breakdown ** 1/2

Crazy, Just Like Me ***

Cyclops: A Rock Opera *

Ennio: The Living Paper Cartoon ** 1/2

F---ing Hipsters **

Ghostlight **

Gotta Getta Girl ** 1/2 for staged reading

Greenwood *

Jack Perry Is Alive (And Dating) * 1/2

Kiki Baby ** 1/2

Kissless * 1/2

Madame X **

The Pigeon Boys ***

Time Between Us * 1/2

Tut  **

FRINGEFEST NYC 2011

Araby *

HOT ON TWITTER 1 of 2

HUFFPOST'S BIG NEWS PAGES

Snooki Smoking Ask The Parent
Coach

Ann Romney Gulf Oil Spill Nikki Haley

Rick Santorum Serena
Williams

Calderone: The
Backstory

  Buy a link here  

Sponsored Links

What is Scientology?
Think For Yourself and Find Out For Yourself.
Scientology.org/What_Is_Scientology

Woman is 53 But Looks 27
53/YO Mom reveals a simple wrinkle trick that
has angered doctors...
www.ConsumerLifestyleMag.com

New Policy in New York
June 2012: Drivers w/ no DUIs eligible for up
to 50% off car insurance
TheFinanceAuthority.com

MORE BIG NEWS PAGES »

alyssa_milano

Retweet

Sleep Better: How To Use All Your

Senses To Promote Sleep

http://t.co/1UxSV5oG /via @heykim

pattonoswalt

Retweet

Oh man. Gorgeous, touching

obituary for Tony Scott by

@KevinFCorrigan. This one's a gut-

punch: http://t.co/ajVp7K1L

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-triumphant-septim_b_970688.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-cymbeline-satisfi_b_956748.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-cymbeline-satisfi_b_956748.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-an-evening-with-p_b_1122324.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-follies-grand-and_b_965166.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-beckett-funnier-t_b_1093653.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-godspell-resurrec_b_1082220.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-hair-back-on-broa_b_898732.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-hand-to-god-has-d_b_1082238.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/hero-plus-fringefest-3-mu_b_952680.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-hugh-jackman-razz_b_1087513.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-white-christmas-e_b_1104670.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-sam-waterstons-ki_b_1084287.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-problematic-or-pr_b_984455.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-milk-like-sugar-i_b_1071832.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-frank-langella-ma_b_1020240.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-tyne-daly-deliver_b_893405.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-shakespeare-in-th_b_888823.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-milk-like-sugar-i_b_1071832.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-the-mountaintop-s_b_1011556.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-newsies-not-so-ho_b_987977.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-olive-and-the-bit_b_931658.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-other-desert-citi_b_1076323.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/private-lives-broadway-review_b_1102882.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-mary-testa-is-the_b_1080752.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-radio-city-christ_b_1099650.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-woody-allen-plus_b_1064460.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-ers-tackles-hemin_b_959156.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-alan-rickmans-sem_b_1104615.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-triumphant-septim_b_970688.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-hair-back-on-broa_b_898732.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-other-desert-citi_b_1076323.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-spiderman-turn-of_b_880794.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-beckett-funnier-t_b_1093653.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-zoe-kazan-pens-pl_b_1009137.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-ers-tackles-hemin_b_959156.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-harvards-secret-g_b_883675.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-yes-nina-arianda_b_1086595.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-zoe-kazan-pens-pl_b_1009137.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-gay-boy-scouts-on_b_1105138.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-cirque-du-soleils_b_888054.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-nymf-3----chorus_b_1009619.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/nymf-4-jazz-kiddies-camp_b_1014450.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-new-york-musical_b_994768.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-nymf-3----chorus_b_1009619.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-new-york-musical_b_994768.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-nymf-2----friends_b_996307.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-nymf-3----chorus_b_1009619.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/nymf-4-jazz-kiddies-camp_b_1014450.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/nymf-4-jazz-kiddies-camp_b_1014450.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-nymf-3----chorus_b_1009619.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/nymf-4-jazz-kiddies-camp_b_1014450.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-new-york-musical_b_994768.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/nymf-4-jazz-kiddies-camp_b_1014450.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-nymf-2----friends_b_996307.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/theater-nymf-2----friends_b_996307.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-giltz/nymf-4-jazz-kiddies-camp_b_1014450.html
http://topsy.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/big-news/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/snooki
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/snooki
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/smoking
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/smoking
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/parent-coach
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/parent-coach
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/parent-coach
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/ann-romney
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/ann-romney
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/bp-oil-spill
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/bp-oil-spill
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/nikki-haley
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/nikki-haley
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/rick-santorum
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/rick-santorum
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/serena-williams
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/serena-williams
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/serena-williams
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/the-backstory
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/the-backstory
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/the-backstory
http://aolhuffingtonpost.sl.advertising.com/admin/advertisers/indexPl.jsp
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/big-news/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/08/26/raging-grannies-legitimate-rape-song-akin_n_1831684.html
http://twitter.com/alyssa_milano
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=240286538641076225
http://t.co/1UxSV5oG
http://twitter.com/heykim
http://twitter.com/pattonoswalt
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=240194355766366208
http://twitter.com/KevinFCorrigan
http://t.co/ajVp7K1L


Robin Williams As
Dwight D.

Eisenhower In...

Fall Movie Preview
2012: 'The Hobbit,'

'Django...

Lynyrd Skynyrd's
RNC Gig Canceled
Amid Hurricane...

'2016: Obama's
America' Fact-

Check

The Bardy Bunch **

Books On Tape ** 1/2

Civilian **

Hard Travelin' With Woody ***

Leonard Cohen Koans *** 1/2

The More Loving One **

The Mountain Song *** 1/2

Paper Cuts ***

Parker & Dizzy's Fabulous Journey To The End Of The Rainbow ** 1/2

Pearl's Gone Blue ***

Rachel Calof ** 1/2

Romeo & Juliet: Choose Your Own Ending **

2 Burn * 1/2

Walls and Bridges  **

What The Sparrow Said ** 1/2

Yeast Nation ***

Thanks for reading. Michael Giltz is the cohost of Showbiz Sandbox, a weekly pop culture podcast that

reveals the industry take on entertainment news of the day and features top journalists and opinion

makers as guests. It's available for free on iTunes. Visit Michael Giltz at his website and his daily blog.

Download his podcast of celebrity interviews and his radio show, also called Popsurfing and also

available for free on iTunes. Link to him on Netflix and gain access to thousands of ratings and reviews.

Note: Michael Giltz was provided with free tickets to these shows with the understanding that he

would be writing a review.

Follow Michael Giltz on Twitter: www.twitter.com/michaelgiltz
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