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GOP Congresswoman
SR TS GG The Toronto International Film Festival has five more Caught I_n Sexually
days to go but it feels like things are already winding Suggestive Photos
down. Most of the talent available for interviews are Kl Like 508

done working by Wednesday, the press screenings

18 21 0 1 dribble down to nothing on Friday and most of the big Intest_lnal Parasites May Be
views ) _ Causing Your Energy
m W m movies have been seen (by others -- I've shown a gift Slump
this year for missing the big films). Hl Like /726
(' I i —y — Th_e new headc_}uz?lrters fo_r the fr_est is the Lightbox. It's Should The Leader Of The
a five story building (I think) with a number of top- Free World Dress Like
notch cinemas, a second-floor bar/chat area and other THIS?
+ Email - Comments 1 nice touches. | hope somewhere in there is an B Like 571
apartment/crash pad reserved for the Reitman family
because director Ivan Reitman and his kin donated $20 million to the decade-long effort to get this What Not To Say When
building finished. There's even a Reitman street or square abutting the place, and rightly so. Who knew Your Loved One Is Upset
that when | was going to see Ghostbusters three times during its initial run that 1 was also supporting the Kl Like - 405
arts? Year round, it will be a screening center, with classics like The Third Man slated in the weeks to
come. Thousands Of Birds Found
Dead In Italy

That's all well and good but I'd trade it all for some more electrical outlets. The fest has a very tiny --
VERY tiny -- space set aside for the media, which consists of two small round tables, a few chairs and
about six electrical outlets. That for thousands of media attendees. It doesn't help that the local
neighborhood isn't quite as funky as last year so there are fewer cafes with wifi. So every available space Johr_1 Edwards Spokesman
is taken at the Starbucks next to the hotel and the Chapters bookstore located in the same space as the ?gr;?(jlsl;ﬁzzgg Proposal
main venue for press screenings. That bookstore also has virtually NO electrical outlets. | mean it. I went Bl Lke 4K

on all three floors peering into every corner and all | found were a few on very centrally located pillars

(making them useless for me) and one, just ONE outlet in the Starbucks cafe on the second floor. The Betty White: ''m Going
cinema also has no useful outlets except one by a pay phone and the wifi from the cafe two floors below Away For A While'

doesn't reach up. This makes it very difficult indeed to do any work during the day. But no one else seems Kl Like 540
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very worked up about it. Maybe they're all filing on their iPads?
On to the movies, but first...a short.

The Legend of Beaver Dam *** out of ****

It's a pleasure to catch up with this short, which played on the opening night of Midnight Madness. The
typically rowdy crowd really wanted to see the main film and even booed in a bored sort of way about
having to sit through a short, even though they knew it would be something right up their alley. By the
end of the short, they were clapping and cheering. It doesn't reinvent the wheel: this is basically a horror
film crossed with Glee, with our dweebish little hero picked on by the group leader on a Scout camping
trip. All the adult wants to do is scare the kids with a ghost story. Out of nowhere, a maniac attacks, the
kid breaks into song and we're off. Wittily done with a solid cast, the real winner here is the script by Eli
Batalion and Jerome Sable (who also directed). It's silly and scary in just the right balance, topped off by
an ending that is surprisingly satisfying. With a calling card like this, these two should have offers to
direct a feature film any minute now. Or at least the Halloween episode of Glee.

Rabbit Hole ** 1/2 out of ****

I missed the Broadway run of the acclaimed play Rabbit Hole, which is a shame. It's always a shame to
miss theater but | would also love to compare Nicole Kidman in the feature film with Cynthia Nixon in
the play. Both played grieving mothers mourning the accidental death of their four-year-old son. Kidman
is married to Aaron Eckhart, who for a change manages to play a decent guy and quite convincingly. The
dominating mood is awkwardness. Kidman feels awkward at group therapy, feels awkard around her
mother (played by Diane Wiest, who keeps comparing the death of her son -- a 30-year-old heroin addict
that od'd to Kidman's little boy running into traffic), feels awkward in the grocery store, around friends,
and even in her own home. The heart of the film is Kidman's tentative approach to the high school boy
that drove the car that killed her son, a boy who clearly wasn't speeding or drunk -- the child just jumped
out into the road and that was it. Miles Teller (the teen) and Kidman are good in their scenes. But surely
the whole film and especially those moments should feel wrenching and dangerous and sad, with an
almost unbearable tension. The movie is directed nicely by John Cameron Mitchell and the performances
all around are solid. But for some reason, it doesn't have that frightening edge to it, where you feel the
pain at every moment. | don't quite know why that is, but there you are.

Lapland Odyssey *** out of ****

What a relief. just when I'd given up hope about uncovering some unknown gem, along comes this
winning comedy. Set in Finland, where some towns have a 40% unemployment rate, the premise is
simple. Our hero is a lovable lunk whose girlfriend is tired of his loser-ish ways. He's been talking for
ages about getting a digibox (a cable box that gives access to all sorts of programming) but has done
nothing about it. Even when she gives him the money for a 50 Euro box, he can't make it past the bar to
the store in time before it closes on a Friday night. Disgusted, she says either he finds a digibox by the
next morning at 9 am or she's moving out. Our hero turns to his two friends (a somewhat depressed
fellow played by the handsome and compelling Jasper Paakkonen and another one obsessed with a
naughty video game) and they head out on the road, three guys with a mission. First, they have to earn

DON'T MISS HUFFPOST BLOGGERS

Dylan Ratigan
" | Free Market Fraud
.

Sen. Jon Tester
Tester Pushes to Reform Senate
i} Rules With Greater Transparency,

Efficiency

41of5)p

HOT TRENDS

camille grammer jersey
shore natalie portman

pregnant Faven
symone weight
|0SS robin kassner

People

Michelle Williams: My Age
Finally Matches My Life
READ MORE P

Ginnifer Goodwin Reacts to
Uproar over Her Weight
Watchers History

READ MORE #

History Channel Won't
Show Katie Holmes
Miniseries The Kennedys
READ MORE P

More Celebrity News at People.com

@@=

Marlon Wayans Joins Made-
Up Organization

Kardashian Sisters (and
Mom) Sued for $75 Million

Katie Holmes 'Kennedys'
Miniseries: Canceled!

More Celebrity News at Popeater.com

TOP VIDEO PICKS

d10f9 b

Queen's Royal Wedding


http://www.stumpysam.com/
http://www.stumpysam.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dylan-ratigan/free-market-fraud_b_805936.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dylan-ratigan/free-market-fraud_b_805936.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/sen-jon-tester/tester-pushes-to-reform-s_b_805525.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/sen-jon-tester/tester-pushes-to-reform-s_b_805525.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/sen-jon-tester/tester-pushes-to-reform-s_b_805525.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/sen-jon-tester/tester-pushes-to-reform-s_b_805525.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23309163&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/05/betty-white-im-going-away-for-a-while_n_804903.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/06/camille-grammers-porn-pas_n_805342.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/05/new-jersey-shore-star-deena-nicole-ive-hooked-up-with-three-guys-in-one-night_n_804601.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/05/new-jersey-shore-star-deena-nicole-ive-hooked-up-with-three-guys-in-one-night_n_804601.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/12/27/natalie-portman-pregnant-_n_801577.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/12/27/natalie-portman-pregnant-_n_801577.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/06/ravensymone-shows-off-dra_n_805280.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/06/ravensymone-shows-off-dra_n_805280.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/06/ravensymone-shows-off-dra_n_805280.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/meredith-fineman/interview-millionairess-r_b_804362.html
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/people/headlines/~3/Av2eXPY7oII/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/people/headlines/~3/6Xsb2fdd0pc/0,,20455772,00.html
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/people/headlines/~3/Aj2Lhdtm_0w/0,,20456261,00.html
http://www.people.com/people?xid=huffingtonpost-module-link
http://www.popeater.com/2011/01/08/marlon-wayans-dentyne-commercial/
http://www.popeater.com/2011/01/08/kardashian-sisters-sued-for-75-million/
http://www.popeater.com/2011/01/08/katie-holmes-kennedys-miniseries-canceled/
http://www.popeater.com/
javascript:void(0);
http://www.people.com/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/people/headlines/~3/Av2eXPY7oII/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/people/headlines/~3/Av2eXPY7oII/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/people/headlines/~3/Av2eXPY7oII/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/people/headlines/~3/Av2eXPY7oII/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/people/headlines/~3/6Xsb2fdd0pc/0,,20455772,00.html
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/people/headlines/~3/6Xsb2fdd0pc/0,,20455772,00.html
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/people/headlines/~3/6Xsb2fdd0pc/0,,20455772,00.html
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/people/headlines/~3/6Xsb2fdd0pc/0,,20455772,00.html
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/people/headlines/~3/6Xsb2fdd0pc/0,,20455772,00.html
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/people/headlines/~3/Aj2Lhdtm_0w/0,,20456261,00.html
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/people/headlines/~3/Aj2Lhdtm_0w/0,,20456261,00.html
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/people/headlines/~3/Aj2Lhdtm_0w/0,,20456261,00.html
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/people/headlines/~3/Aj2Lhdtm_0w/0,,20456261,00.html
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/people/headlines/~3/Aj2Lhdtm_0w/0,,20456261,00.html
http://popeater.com/
http://www.popeater.com/2011/01/08/marlon-wayans-dentyne-commercial/
http://www.popeater.com/2011/01/08/marlon-wayans-dentyne-commercial/
http://www.popeater.com/2011/01/08/kardashian-sisters-sued-for-75-million/
http://www.popeater.com/2011/01/08/kardashian-sisters-sued-for-75-million/
http://www.popeater.com/2011/01/08/katie-holmes-kennedys-miniseries-canceled/
http://www.popeater.com/2011/01/08/katie-holmes-kennedys-miniseries-canceled/

some money (the 50 Euros is mostly gone) and then they need to find a digibox. Washing cars, trying to
serve as a taxi, breaking the ice on an outdoor jacuzzi for an all-female sporting team, crazy Russians with
paintball guns: misadventures pile up, as they will. But it's all done with charm and wit and three very
likable actors. Writer-director Dome Karukoski delivers it all with polish and flair; as they say in the
trade papers, the tech credits are top-notch. The film is very funny at times, but like all the best comedies
of this kind, it also has heart and genuine characters, not just nutty situations and over-the-top
caricatures. A treat on its own terms, Lapland Odyssey also demonstrates Karukoski is a serious talent. If
you speak Finnish, this trailer is for you!

John Carpenter's The Ward * 1/2 out of ****

The Ward is such a retro film in concept and style (it's set in 1966, | believe), | sort of went with it longer
than | should have. A teenage girl found burning down an abandoned farmhouse is committed to a
mental ward where the other inmates are all girls (each one cuter than the next), the nurse is evil and the
doctor in charge wants to try some new experimental treatments. None of that matters much when our
heroine realizes some sort of ghoulish female haunts the place and wants them all dead. Amber Heard is
pretty good as Kristen, though I even heard two guys on the way out complaining about how she ran. She
ran like a jogger and no one jogged in 1966, they complained. Indeed, though the film is a period piece,
that's easy to forget since the attitudes and manners of the female inmates somehow feel modern, even if
technically there's no reason to say that. This is just a spooky, old-fashioned film by director John
Carpenter. It's best asset is the cast, including Mamie Gummer, Lyndsy Fonseca, Danielle Panabaker and
Jared Harris of Mad Men as the doctor. It's ambitions are modest and ultimately unmet, thanks to a
howler of an ending that spoils any slight pleasures offered earlier.

Aftershock * 1/2 out of ****

At first | was intrigued. A Chinese film about earthquakes? Would it take on the corruption that resulted
in buildings so shoddy that they simply collapsed like pancakes? No, they would not. A resolutely
mainstream, rather tepid drama, it politely uses the devastating 1976 earthquake in Tangshan as a
backdrop for a family saga. The aftershocks are the emotional damages felt by the survivors: in this case,
a mother filled with guilt, a son who lost his arm and a daughter who felt abandoned and unloved and
was taken in by a foster family that thought she was an orphan. The situation is wrenching but the
presentation is so middle of the road and obvious that very little resonates emotionally. This may be a
step forward: China can make dull Oscar bait just as competently as the US. Poor direction but boy,
some of the crowd scenes are impressive; you sure can get cheap day players to work your film when
your country contains one billion people and counting.

Rift

Kourtney K.'s Stunning
Bikini Bod

Jane Krakowski Reveals
Baby Bump

MOST DISCUSSED RIGHT NOW

One And Done: 'Sarah
Palin's Alaska' NOT
Renewed: Report

216 Comments

No to JFK Doc
168 Comments

ﬂ The History Channel Says

[ HoT oN FACEBOOK

= Camille Grammer's Porn
) Past Comes Back To
Haunt Her
973 Comments

PHOTO: Adam Levine
Goes Nude

n ; { 225 Comments

[E] HOT ON TWITTER

PHOTOS: Salma Hayek,
Demi Moore In Exotic
Island Bikinis

9 Comments

Kardashians SUED Over
For $75 Million Over Debit
Card Debacle: Report

= 13 Comments

HUFFPOST'S BIG NEWS PAGES

Natalie Pakistan New York
Portman Restaurants
The Jersey Shore Sarah Palin
Kardashians
Bill O'Reilly Nutrition Health Care

MORE BIG NEWS PAGES »


http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23309163&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23309163&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23309163&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23309195&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23309195&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23309195&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23309195&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23309172&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23309172&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23309172&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/newsinc/landing_page.html?vid=23309172&cid=1252&freewheel=90057&sitesection=huffingtonpost_ent
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/08/sarah-palins-alaska-not-coming-back-for-second-season-report_n_806173.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/robert-greenwald/the-history-channel-says_b_806133.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/06/camille-grammers-porn-pas_n_805342.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/06/adam-levine-nude-marron-5-singer-gets-naked-for-cancer-in-cosmo-uk_n_805399.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/08/salma-hayek-demi-moore-in-exotic-island-bikinis-photos_n_806165.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/08/kardashians-sued--for-75-million-debit-card-debacle-report_n_806181.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/natalie-portman
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/natalie-portman
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/natalie-portman
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/pakistan
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/pakistan
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/ny-restaurants
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/ny-restaurants
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/ny-restaurants
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/the-kardashians
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/the-kardashians
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/the-kardashians
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/jersey-shore
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/jersey-shore
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/sarah-palin
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/sarah-palin
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/bill-oreilly
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/bill-oreilly
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/nutrition
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/nutrition
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/health-care
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/health-care
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/big-news/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/big-news/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/08/sarah-palins-alaska-not-coming-back-for-second-season-report_n_806173.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/08/sarah-palins-alaska-not-coming-back-for-second-season-report_n_806173.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/08/sarah-palins-alaska-not-coming-back-for-second-season-report_n_806173.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/08/sarah-palins-alaska-not-coming-back-for-second-season-report_n_806173.html#comments
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/robert-greenwald/the-history-channel-says_b_806133.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/robert-greenwald/the-history-channel-says_b_806133.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/robert-greenwald/the-history-channel-says_b_806133.html#comments
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/06/camille-grammers-porn-pas_n_805342.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/06/camille-grammers-porn-pas_n_805342.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/06/camille-grammers-porn-pas_n_805342.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/06/camille-grammers-porn-pas_n_805342.html#comments
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/06/adam-levine-nude-marron-5-singer-gets-naked-for-cancer-in-cosmo-uk_n_805399.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/06/adam-levine-nude-marron-5-singer-gets-naked-for-cancer-in-cosmo-uk_n_805399.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/06/adam-levine-nude-marron-5-singer-gets-naked-for-cancer-in-cosmo-uk_n_805399.html#comments
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/08/salma-hayek-demi-moore-in-exotic-island-bikinis-photos_n_806165.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/08/salma-hayek-demi-moore-in-exotic-island-bikinis-photos_n_806165.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/08/salma-hayek-demi-moore-in-exotic-island-bikinis-photos_n_806165.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/08/salma-hayek-demi-moore-in-exotic-island-bikinis-photos_n_806165.html#comments
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/08/kardashians-sued--for-75-million-debit-card-debacle-report_n_806181.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/08/kardashians-sued--for-75-million-debit-card-debacle-report_n_806181.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/08/kardashians-sued--for-75-million-debit-card-debacle-report_n_806181.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/08/kardashians-sued--for-75-million-debit-card-debacle-report_n_806181.html#comments

FOLLOW HUFFINGTON POST

EIG0 @88

Thanks for reading. Michael Giltz is the cohost of Showbiz Sandbox, a weekly pop culture podcast that
reveals the industry take on entertainment news of the day and features top journalists and opinion
makers as guests. It's available free on iTunes. Visit Michael Giltz at his website and his daily blog.
Download his podcast of celebrity interviews and his radio show, also called Popsurfing and also
available for free on iTunes.

Follow Michael Giltz on Twitter: www.twitter.com/michaelgiltz
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