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Aliens, monsters and killers welcome —
meet the mind behind Midnight Madness

Sept. 22, 2010 | 9:25 a.m.

The floor popcorn from the 2010 Toronto International Film Festival has all been swept
up, but before we close the book on the signature cinema event, Hero Complex contributor
Michael Giltz brings us a look at the fanboy spirit of the festival. BAE-mail B print Read Later
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Midnight Madness, a nightly dose of horror, sci-fi, Hong Kong action and other genre

favorites, is one of the most distinctive and entertaining features of the Toronto International

Film Festival, which just came to a close this weekend. The mastermind behind it is Colin
Geddes, who has been programming the celebration of B-movies for 14 years (one year as co- LATH erocom IeX
programmer and the rest solo). @ p

= ANIME TOP 10: ‘Evangelion,’

“Every night at midnight at the film festival we show some weird, wild film from around the ‘Fullmetal Alchemist’ [ead 2010 s
world,” said Geddes, chatting just hours before the screening of the Hong Kong police actioner best http://lat.ms/flzilV -8 hours ago

“Fire Of Conscience” brought this year’s program to a close. “We kind of throw the art-house = ‘Tron: Legacy’ is a heritage
pretensions out the window. The films are just there to entertain and have fun. Of course, it's moment gteven Lisberger

still art. But it's kind of much more of an entry level to enjoy the excitement of a film festival.” http://lat'mS/'CO”N -10 hours ago

= VIDEO: ‘Family Guy: It'sa Trap!’
2010 was a banner year for Midnight Madness, with nine out of the 10 films world premieres completes the Jedi joke trilogy

. . . L . . . http://lat. kDx2A -11 h
and several of the movies making major noise in the market. “Super” (starring Rainn Wilson ttp://lat.ms/gkDx ours ago
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as a regular Joe who turns himself into a caped crusader) was the first movie snapped up at the
fest, and “Insidious” (starring Patrick Wilson) was another success story.

BEWARE
CRIME l

Rainn Wilson in

“The program started in 1988 and was designed initially for those films that don’t seem to fit the
festival definition,” said Geddes, who lives in Toronto with his girlfriend and is known for his
enthusiastic, crowd-pumping introductions to the movies he’s selected. “Over the years, we've
had a lot of remarkable talent start there and break out of there. Peter Jackson, Eli Roth,
Takashi Miike all started in Midnight Madness. This year we've got Takashi Miike with 13
Assassins’ in the Masters program. He started in 1997 with ‘Fudoh: The New Generation.’
It's nice to see this director who comes back every year with a new film be recognized as the
master he is.”

Mark Hartley, the director of “Not Quite Hollywood,” a documentary about the Aussie
exploitation-film business that played Midnight Madness, and “Machete Maidens
Unleashed” (which played this year in the main festival) is another talent who appreciates the
boost Geddes provided to his work.

“What's great about [Colin] is he really
cultivates a sense of camaraderie amongst
the filmmakers,” said Hartley, who
revealed that Geddes was the first person
he sent a rough cut of his current feature.
“Toronto is a gigantic film festival, and
you can easily get lost there, being a
filmmaker there. But the way Colin
organizes things, there’s a really collegial
feel about being part of the films that he
programs.”

Geddes beamed at the idea of succeeding
in creating a bond among the artists and
between them and the festival.

“I try and make them realize, you're now
alumni,” he said. “We want you to come
back. If you bump into this director, shake
his hand because he broke his cherry at

= Curse of the Spider-Man? Fourth
accident for troubled Broadway
production http://lat. ms/fdYjIA
-12 hours ago

= ‘Tron: Legacy’: Leather,_ .
Lightcycles and futuristic fashion
http://lat.ms/e86aVK -1 day ago

Comments

= TLee on ‘The Hunger Games’ star
search: ‘There are no front-runners yet’

= TLee on ‘The Hunger Games’ star
search: ‘There are no front-runners yet’

= alexia on My Chemical Romance: Our
band was saved by comic books

= Emily on ‘The Hunger Games’ star
search: ‘There are no front-runners yet’

= justcastitalready on ‘The Dark Tower’:
Ron Howard’s plans (and passion) for
Stephen King epic

'Red 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea 300 A-
Team Addams Family Alan Moore alexander

Skarsgard Alex Pham alex Ross AI |Ce |n

Wonderland Alien Amy Kaufman
Andrew Garfield Animation anime Anne Rice
Anthony Hopkins Archie Arnold
Schwarzenegger Artist at Work Art

Spiegelman Asterios Polyp Astro Boy Avatar
Avengers Back to the Future Batman

Battlestar Galactica ssc Ben

Fritz setsy sharkey Blade Runner soom:
Studios Brad Meltzer Brad Pitt Brett Ratner Brian
Azzarello Brian K. Vaughan Brian Michael Bendis
broa Broadway Bruce Timm Bruce Willis Bryan
Hitch Bryan Singer Buck Rogers Buffy the
Vampire Slayer Caprica Captain
AMErICA charles Burns charles schulz Charles
Solomon Chloe Moretz Chris Columbus Chris Evans
Chris Hemsworth Chris Lee Chris Pine
Christian Bale Christopher

NOIan Christopher Reeve Chronicles of
Narnia chuck Jones Clash of the Titans
Claudia Eller Clint Eastwood COllecting

Comic-Con comic Book
Store Clerks of America Conan
conferences/panels conventions Coraline
COSpIay Cowboys and Aliens Creature from the
Black Lagoon crime Crime comics Daniel Craig
Daniel Radcliffe paredevit Dark Horse
Dark Shadows Darwyn Cooke David Duchovny
David Eick David Mazzucchelli David Ng David
Tennant David Yates Dawn C. Chmielewski



http://lat.ms/fdYjIA
http://twitter.com/latherocomplex/statuses/17250467956396032
http://lat.ms/e86aVK
http://twitter.com/latherocomplex/statuses/17059973217386496
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/2010/12/20/the-hunger-games-star-search-there-are-no-front-runners-yet/#comment-17931
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/2010/12/20/the-hunger-games-star-search-there-are-no-front-runners-yet/#comment-17931
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/2010/12/20/the-hunger-games-star-search-there-are-no-front-runners-yet/#comment-17930
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/2010/12/20/the-hunger-games-star-search-there-are-no-front-runners-yet/#comment-17930
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/2010/11/22/my-chemical-romance-our-band-was-saved-by-comic-books/#comment-17929
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/2010/11/22/my-chemical-romance-our-band-was-saved-by-comic-books/#comment-17929
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/2010/12/20/the-hunger-games-star-search-there-are-no-front-runners-yet/#comment-17928
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/2010/12/20/the-hunger-games-star-search-there-are-no-front-runners-yet/#comment-17928
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/2010/12/17/the-dark-tower-ron-howards-plans-and-passion-for-stephen-king-epic/#comment-17927
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/2010/12/17/the-dark-tower-ron-howards-plans-and-passion-for-stephen-king-epic/#comment-17927
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/2010/12/17/the-dark-tower-ron-howards-plans-and-passion-for-stephen-king-epic/#comment-17927
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/red/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/20000-leagues-under-the-sea/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/300/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/a-team/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/a-team/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/addams-family/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/alan-moore/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/alexander-skarsgard/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/alexander-skarsgard/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/alex-pham/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/alex-ross/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/alice-in-wonderland/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/alice-in-wonderland/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/alien/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/amy-kaufman/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/andrew-garfield/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/animation/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/anime/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/anne-rice/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/anthony-hopkins/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/archie/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/arnold-schwarzenegger/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/arnold-schwarzenegger/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/artist-at-work/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/art-spiegelman/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/art-spiegelman/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/asterios-polyp/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/astro-boy/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/avatar/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/avengers/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/back-to-the-future/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/batman/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/battlestar-galactica/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/bbc/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/ben-fritz/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/ben-fritz/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/betsy-sharkey/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/blade-runner/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/boom-studios/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/boom-studios/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/brad-meltzer/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/brad-pitt/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/brett-ratner/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/brian-azzarello/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/brian-azzarello/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/brian-k-vaughan/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/brian-michael-bendis/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/broa/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/broadway/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/bruce-timm/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/bruce-willis/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/bryan-hitch/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/bryan-hitch/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/bryan-singer/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/buck-rogers/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/buffy-the-vampire-slayer/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/buffy-the-vampire-slayer/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/caprica/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/captain-america/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/captain-america/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/charles-burns/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/charles-schulz/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/charles-solomon/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/charles-solomon/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/chloe-moretz/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/chris-columbus/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/chris-evans/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/chris-hemsworth/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/chris-lee/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/chris-pine/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/christian-bale/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/christopher-nolan/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/christopher-nolan/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/christopher-reeve/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/chronicles-of-narnia/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/chronicles-of-narnia/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/chuck-jones/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/clash-of-the-titans/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/claudia-eller/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/clint-eastwood/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/collecting/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/comic-con/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/comic-book-store-clerks-of-america/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/comic-book-store-clerks-of-america/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/conan/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/conferencespanels/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/conventions/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/coraline/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/cosplay/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/cowboys-and-aliens/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/creature-from-the-black-lagoon/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/creature-from-the-black-lagoon/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/crime/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/crime-comics/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/daniel-craig/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/daniel-radcliffe/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/daredevil/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/dark-horse/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/dark-shadows/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/darwyn-cooke/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/david-duchovny/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/david-eick/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/david-mazzucchelli/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/david-ng/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/david-tennant/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/david-tennant/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/david-yates/
http://herocomplex.latimes.com/tag/dawn-c-chmielewski/

AR

&l “TEmE e
ET-.\ FIRE OF CONSCIENCE %
-

- g
B

&
Ann
il

Midnight Madness as well. The films that
we get, the directors are a certain breed, a
certain type that like this material and are
genuine film lovers.”

As is Geddes, who is thrilled that TIFF allows him to program movies outside of his bailiwick of
Midnight Madness. He's helped select Russian musicals and heartfelt animated films (last year’s
“My Dog Tulip*) for the main festival.

Geddes is also the director for ActionFest, a new festival launched in April in Asheville, N.C.,
that is dedicated to all things action. Geddes was a savvy choice, because he immediately gives
the festival a legitimacy and access to his Rolodex of top genre directors around the world. The
first edition gave a lifetime achievement award to Chuck Norris, but stars are not the focus of
ActionFest.

“This festival is about the people behind the camera,” Geddes said of ActionFest. “The stunt
people. Let's give the second unit and action directors credit because there’s no Oscar for stunts

or second unit. Without those guys, films are nothing. We're really trying to make a case for that.

These guys need to get their respect or due.”
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So yes, Geddes loves all types of movies. But he’s more likely to have read the parody “Pride
and Prejudice and Zombies” rather than Jane Austen’s original classic. And for a long
time to come, he’ll be there every year at Toronto, touting his latest find in what he deprecatingly
calls glorified show-and-tell.

Maybe, he suggests, it'll be time to hang it up “if I'm still doing Midnight Madness when I've got
a paunch and I'm balding and I call myself Uncle Midnight.” He ran with the vision: “I'm Uncle
Midnight — the kids like the boobies and the gore,” he growled in an imitation of a cheesy
late-night local-TV horror movie host.

He laughed and added: “I'll do it as long as it keeps being fun. | never want to waste their time
or money. If | can't get excited about it, how can | select it? I like that my passion shows, and
hopefully it'll be a little bit contagious.”

— Michael Giltz
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