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PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST AS A YOUNG MAN Ryan Gosling in “Fracture.”

, H “Who can say that, anyway? I'll have ! inlove and believed the film’s kind of
; totell myself not to listen when that hap-  love was possible. ... A lot of people read
: pens,” says the 26-year-old star of the the script and thought it was cheesy and a
i new courtroom thriller “Fracture,” open- i ‘Hollywood’ idea of love. I wasn’t not one
ing Friday. “And those that say that might : of those people sometimes. But after do-
: be saying I'mn the worst pretty soon. ... So | ing the film, so many people have come

at the moment, I have to try to not listen i up to me and said it was their parents’

¢ to this stuff, either.” i story, or it was their story.”

£ He may have to, since his indie cred H Gosling’s unconventional approach in
and offbeat good looks have placed him | even traditional films (his performance

¢ square in the sights of stardom, Since i as a thrill-seeking high school student

¢ Gosling emerged in the early '90s from helped kink up the 2002 Sandra Bullock

i “The New Mickey Mouse Club” —unde- | thriller “Murder by Numbers”) has be-:

i niably one of the most celeb-mak- H come part of his image. And, liké ; -
ing shows in television history several other young actors before
i (around that time, it also fea- ‘A t “,l him — Sean Penn and Daniel
i tured Justin Timberlake, Keri E Day-Lewis in the '80s, Leg-:

i Russell, Christina Aguilera moment , try nardo Di Caprio and Edward
]

¢ and Britney Spears) — the Norton in the '90s — Gosling
t’s a problem most : Ontario native has earned "Ut tﬂ "Sten B has garnered tremendous

actors would kill praise for his work in the = respect after just a hand-
to this stug?

independent films “The Be- ful of roles. As with those ac-
for: how to deal i liever” (2001), “The Slaugh- tors, his serious persona has

: s ter Rule”™ (2002), “The United helped him even when the films
with critical ac- i States of Leland” (2003) and last may not exactly be Oscar-worthy.
claim so effusive : year’s gritty “Half Nelson.” Now he’s seasoning another seem-

Wlth ‘Fracture;’
Ryan Gosling

e X iy ¥ His one genuine commercial hit, i ingly conventional movie, “Fracture,”
5 Ed g e 5 C I 0 S e r : it’s almost para- i 2004’s “The Notebook,” was directed by : with a rumbling undercurrent of moral
: ] lyzing. But Ryan ! Nick Cassavetes, whose sincere response i ambiguity. In director Gregory Hoblit's
; t o b e co m i n . i to the script — adapted from a novel by i legal thriller, attorney Willy Beachum
g Gosling —nom- | Nicholas Sparks — helped Gosling em- | (Gosling) is set to jump from the DA’s of-
: inated this past : brace the gushy, heart-on-its-sleeve ro- | fice to the lucrative world of private prac-
H o I Iywo od ,s : mance. (The movie co-starred Rachel Mc-  tice. He only has one more case to get
" year for a Best Actor Oscar for 1 Adams, 29, Gosling’s current real-life i off his desk: an attempted murder craft-
R e 7 « » : girliriend and another white-hot talent.) | ed by a wealthy, wily engineer (Anthony
; h Ottest a cto r : Half Nelson” and frequently i “Ithinkit takes [guts] to makealove | Hopkins). But as is typical with Gosling,
g referred to as one of the best : story [as old-fashioned as that}, because | Beachum is hardly a white knight.
J - ? : ¢ g _ i people are so cynical,” Gosling says, re- “He’s the good guy, yet he’s not real-
BY MICHAEL GILTZ actors of his generation — has i calling how Cassavetes “stood at the edge : ly that good,” saysgéosling about his char-

a simple solution. i ofhis pool and cried. He said he believed : acter, a guy who'd love to simply take
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the big-money job but knows the engineer
could get away with murder, and doesn't
like to be outsmarted or outplayed.

Did Gosling learn anything by watching
Hopkins?

“ Jearned I'll never be as good as Antho-
ny Hopkins, and that was good to know,”
he says. “He's so good that it’s hard to un-
derstand. I thought maybe [ could take
[his process] apart, but I couldn’t.

“and [ loved watching how he han-
dled his life and work and how he allows
his creativity to spill into so many dif-
ferent areas. Not just something he gets
paid for. He writes, he directs, he paints,
he’s a composer. He never stops.”

Similarly, Gosling is stretching his tal-
ents. He has played guitar in a rock band
for years. He hopes to write and direct a
film about the child soldiers of Uganda.
And he'll continue to tackle offbeat proj-
ects like the upcoming “Lars and the Real
Girl,” a film about a man who falls in love
with a life-size doll. (“The situation is fun-
ny, but we play it dead serious,” he notes,) !

“Pve been really lucky,” Gosling says of
{he movies that have built his reputation
so high at such a young age. "1 know that's
not the way it always happens. :

“In a way, it's easy for me to say people
should do the projects they care about,” he
says. "But [ have been lucky that way — the i

things that have really given me an oppor-
tunity have been those things.” ¢

| Need a primer on the resume of one of today’s best actors? Here's where to start.
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“MMC” (1993) The new “Mickey Mouse | insti il i
i i instinctively licks c g
Club” launched In 1989, but it was in . i

| tface. Later, gossip linked i
1993 that the planets aligned to deliver one | asa couple. 4 SN B

of the most promising casts of young talent

ever assembled, Gosling crossed paths | “The Notebook™ (2004) N

with Christina Aguilera, Britney Spears, J.C. [ 4 “Dirty Dancing" had ai-o;;iltzz:tl;lm

_(I:_l:ix::;:;ﬂN Sync, Keri Russell and Justin turned into such a word-of-routh hit. This
:3 drama, based on a novel by Nicholas Sparks

(author of "Message In a Bottle™), ran for

months and months in theaters, grossed

mare than $80 million, intreduced Gosling

i 1o his girlfriend, Rachel McAdams, and

| entered pop culture Tor good when it was

i Immortalized in a “Saturday Night Live”

i video satire,
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JOINING THE FIRM In “Fracture,”
Gosling’s hotshot attorney hasa legal
bref with his new boss (Rosamund Pike).

T

“00 “Half Nelson™ (2006) Gosling followed

) “The Notebook” with “Stay” and then

did this independent film about a high school
teacher addicted to crack. Gosling had critics
cooing, calfing his performance “intelligent”
and “commanding.” The film nabbed him an

- Oscar nomination for Best Actor. M.G.
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T"The Believer" (2001) Gosling starred
=, in two failed TV series — “Breaker
High'" and *Young Hercules” — and even had
a tiny part in the hit 2000 Denzel Washington |
drama “Remember the Titans." But it wasn't
until he fought for the role of a conflicted
nen-Nazi who turns on his Jewish heritage
that Gosling started gaining the attention ot
critics and audiences.

“The Slaughter Rule” (2002) Virtually |
g unseen, this quiet drama about |
high school football is about as far from |
“Remember the Titans" as one can get :
— and Gosling goes toe to toe with David

Morse as a lonely coach.

=8 “Murder by Numbers” (2002) A
“40 modest hit by director Barbet |
Schroeder, it paired Gosling with Michagl Pitt |
as high school students who commit murder |
f{‘:r kicks, @ la Leopold and Loeb. Gosling was
singled out for one creepy scene in which he
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