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‘La Femme’ taught ‘24’
how to break the rules

By MICHAEL GILTZ

N the hit drama =24

Kiefer Sutherland is

_put through the
wringer combating terror-
lsm, interoffice politics
nnd split-screen technol-

01?'. ut anyone who
thinks this distinctive,
miovie-like series came out
of nowhere should check
out its creators’ first hit:
the cable action-drama
“La Femme Nikita ™

Ask Joel Surnow — who
ereated 24" with Robert
Cochrane — about the
show's inspiration, and he
immediately says: = La
Femme Nikita,' That was
our influence, honestly.

“We developed a voice
on ‘Nikita® which we sus-

tained in 24, which is
very terse and [has] alot
of acting done with looks
and eyes. Not a lot of dia-
logue, and very naturalis-
tic. Nothing lyrical. Noth-
ing that feels written.”

"24" is based on the 1990
French action Nick “La
Femme Nikita." The movie
starred Peta Wilsonas a
homeless woman (albeit
an extremely sexy home-
less woman), who is
framed for murdering a
cop and is forced to
choose between likely exe-
cution and working for a
super-secret government
organization. The organiz-
ation, called Section One,
combats terrorists and
other bad guys by any
MEANS NECEssary.,

If you're wondering
where “24" got the cour-
age to show its hero kill in
cold blood — and not sim-
ply have a nuclear bomb
threaten Los Angeles but

let the darn thing actu-
ally go off — the answer is
“La Femme Nikita™ (which
released its first season on
DVD yesteday),

“We learned that you
have to be outrageous to
get an audience in today's
waorld of 500 channels,”
says Surnow.
m‘:’;uhll:wc tﬁ dio qu:-

that really &5 IS
nose put wi[hﬂLtpbﬂeing ri-
diculous or stupid or ex-
plaitative. You have to do
stuff that catches the audi-
ence off guard™

On “24." they've suc-
ceeded ;:;px]es: its third
SEAS0N ns shooting

next week,

The next day, July 17, the
Emmy nominations are
announced, and Sur-
now will see If 24"
cqualed or su
the nine nods
last year, including Best
Drama.

By contrast, "Nikita® was
q_-:l’n of the first wave of

! shows featuring fe-
male action -
along with *Xena™ and
b — but it was
never able to break out of
the basic cable ghetto, as
“The Shield™ did.

However, it was a hit
overseas, especially in
Russia. “Peta Wilson went
to have dinner with Viadi-
mir Putin and his wife.
who was obsessed with
the show,” says Surnow.,

Like "Nikita,” =24

Peta Wilson's “La Femme Nikita" inspired makers of *24.7

breaks all the rules, being
a scritgllimd l.;::.lrh‘l il::.'l.llhe
era of interc able
“Law & Drdex niot air-
ing reruns during the sum-
mer and putting out its
first season on DVD long
before syndication was
even a possibility,

No surprise, the first
show Surnow was a h
fan of was “Batman.” the
ruol'y action comedy that
oved to end episodes —
just like "24 — ?r[&;:*

eart-stopping cliffhang-
ers of Fﬂtpn":m%nd Roﬂﬁ‘r

in mortal danger.

“Mikita®™ had the same
over-the-top sense of ex-
citement,

“There's just a lot of ‘Ni-
kita' fans out there who
are still very connected to
the show,” says Surnow,
“But it's a different axperi-
ence on a network, when
you El“ from two million
Emp & watching 1o 13 mil-

ion people watching. Tt af-
fects your life a little
mre. Just, personally, you
meet more people who've
seen your show.”



