“Home Movies" s really the shaw that peaple can't gat
enoupgh of,” says Cartoan Hahwork exac Mike Lazzo.

In the
‘Swim’

Surreal cartoon series
making a big splash
with grown-ups

By MICHAEL GILTZ

t's Sunday night &t 10, and
you've just [nfshed a

tense, riveting  new
eplsode of “The Supra-
aod”  How do you
umwind?

Cmne [nereasingly pupular
solutiop i 10 l,:ili'\.\: o
“Adult Swim.” a three-hour
blisck of boldly bizarre ani-
mated shows on the Car-
toon Metwork.

On "Harvey Birdman,
Attdimiey at Law,” you can
find classic cartoon churac-
ters duking it out in coort,

Recently, twa characters
from the “60s show “Jonny
Omest.” Dr. Benton Quest
and Face Bannon, fought

Cover custody of child
hero Jonny 2nd his sidekick
Hadil.

“The Brak Shuw" — a
spin-afl from the channel's
first breakout hir, "Space
Ghose: Coast to Coast™ —
follows a former cartoon
supervillnin - who  finds
himself in an outer space
suburh,

And in

“Aqua  Teen

Hunger Force,” you'll find &
series 30 profoundly odd
that evet Sar-

Mike Lazzo,

ork's senfor vic
ent of original pre-

gramming, has trouble put-
ting B into words,

“li's about [asi-food
derectives that really don't
solve any crimes?” ventured
the 44yvar-old  Larro,
laughing. “'s alenost inde-
scribable”

He means fasi-food
detectives  lrerally:  The
show's. three main charac-
ters are a soda, 3 bax aof
fremch fri¢s and a "nad of
meat.”

After a pochy debur lasy
fall, the surreal show
became a sleeper hit — and
the numbers grow every
lime new episodes air.

Adult Swim will make an
additional splash in Ogto-
ber, when the breskowt hit
“Home Movies™ debuis four
episodize, along with n new
serles called “The
Oblongs.”

“The Oblongs” are a dys-
functional post-nuclear
family living near 2 toxic
dump with 2l the defarmi-
ties 10 prove it), while
“"Home Movies” follows 8-
year-old Brendon Small, a
movie buff who lives with
his dbvorved mom.

The show originally
alred an UM for three
eplsndes  befors it was

abruptly cangéled.

“Home Movies" is really
the show that people can't
get enough of” said Larze.
“We couldr't be ha.l'lpir.-r
that UP'™ quit making iL®

“Adult Swim” e the logi-
cal next step for a channel
that began with a steady

ArEam

of Hanna-Batbera

o get a few

T ML

What they found was
that adults were watching
fast as much, if oot more,
than the original target
audience, And |t wasa't just
late-night insomobacs trying
te lull themselves 1w sieep
with repeats of “The
Smurfe”

“Ti was everywhers,”
marveled Lezza about the

Pop culture

adult viewers. “All day and
night.*
Lirtle wonder, with
acclaimed shows like “The
Powerpuff Girls® and the
brilliant “Sarmucai Tack” giv-
ing adulis reason to fune in
during the day.

With growing ratings
come growing budgess. giv-
Ing Lazeo ihe chapce to

make his most expensive
acquisition yer: the Fox
seried "Futurama,” which
will join the “Adult Swim"
lineup inm fanuary.

“I think the first time my
brother-in-law ever gave me
a compliment was about the
adubt block” laughed Lazro.
=50 it's working at leaston a
personal level”
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